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“INSURANCE IS AS OLD AS THE SUN” 


Keep Your Face Towards The Sun and The Shadows Will Fall.Behind You 


The SUN of London, 
established in 1710, 
(The oldest insurance 
company in the world) 
stands out as one of 
the world’s greatest in- 
stitutions. 


The Sun Indemnity Company of New 
York, Organized Jan. 1, 1923, Capital 


Stock $600,000.00, Surplus $401,931.00. 


The Patriotic Insur- 
ance Co. of America, 
established January 1, 
1923, assumed the 
United States business 
of the Patriotic Assur- 
ance Co., Ltd., of Dub- 
lin, Ireland, founded 
1824. 


“The Strength of the Trilogy Is In Itself An Important Sales Facility” 


While protecting properties for more than two centuries 
and a decade with dependable and liberal policies The SUN 
OF LONDON has sought earnestly to develop agencies by 
supporting agents in the most human way—by giving to each 
a full measure of co-operation and by dealing honorably with 


every customer in the settlement of claims. 
The SUN OF LONDON contributes its policy advantages, its resources and facilities and its under- 
to the Patriotic Insurance Indemnity Company 


of New York. i ws anve gan a ke ee 


UNITED STATES BRANCH 
55 Fifth Ave., New York 
Preston T. Kelsey, U. S. Manager John F. Stafford, ” Manager Carl A. Henry, General Agent 


of America and to the Sun 


76 W. Monroe St., Chicago n Francisco, Cal. 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT PACIFIC COAST DEPT. SUN INDEMNITY COMPANY 
55 Fifth Ave., New York 
Edward C. Lunt,' President 
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After the freeze comes damage from Sprinkler 
Leakage. 


No man can tell what the loss will be until after 
the damage is done. 














OTHER COMPLETE COVERAGES 
Fire, Windstorm, Lightning, Hail, Explosion, Riot, 
Civil Commotion, Automobile, Use and Occupancy, 
Rent, Rental Value, Leasehold, Profit, Registered Mail, 
Parcel Post, Marine 


PAY FOR PROTECTION 
- - + IT PAYS - - - 
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“America for American Insurance” 


No Ohio Farmers advertisement has ever claimed 
that the Ohio Farmers Insurance Company is the 


only insurance company; nor even that it is the besé 
insurance company. 


What we have always emphasized (is that the 
Ohio Farmers is a good, strong, American company. 
That its resources are abundantly adequate for any 
contingency. That its underwriting policy is broad- 
ly conservative, although in particular instances it 1s. 
remarkably liberal. 


We have emphasized the friendly character of 
the Company; the ease with which the relations of 
company and agent are carried on by the practice 
of conference and cooperation; the impelling qualities 
in its makeup which inspired the organization of 
eleven associations of Ohio Farmers agents. 


All these qualities serve to amplify one of them 
—Americanism. And we say again, as we have 
long advertised, 


“America for American Insurance” 


OHIO FARMERS INSURANCE CO. 


Organized 1848 
LE ROY - - - - OHIO 
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ADVERTISEMENT No. 15 


Sprinklered Risk Service 


Agents of Western Insurance Bureau companies know that their 
sprinklered risk business is always properly taken care of, either 
through their own companies direct, or the Western Sprinklered Risk 
Association of Chicago. As its name indicates, the Western 
Sprinklered Risk Association is an organization of WESTERN | 
INSURANCE BUREAU companies created for the purpose of provid- . 
ing WESTERN INSURANCE BUREAU agents with facilities in _ 
connection with sprinklered risks. ‘The Association has a capacity of 
$5,000,000, on a first class sprinklered risk and, in addition, supplies 
rating, engineering and inspection service, on sprinklered risks. 


The Western Sprinklered Risk Association devotes itself entirely to 
helping the agents of Bureau companies, who are handling sprinklered 
business. The Western Sprinklered Risk Association not only co- 
operates with agents in securing sprinklered business, but once a risk 
is written the Association through its engineering, inspection, and 
various other services helps to keep it on the books. The organization 
is thus a permanent and valuable ally to agents writing either a large 
or small volume of sprinklered business. 


Agents know that sprinklered risks require intelligent handling by 
technical rating and engineering experts. The Western Sprinklered 
Risk Association is officered and manned by men who have given their 
lives to a study of sprinklered risks. The agent who calls upon the 
Western Sprinklered Risk Association for assistance in handling or 
placing sprinklered business knows that he is getting the best service 
of this kind that it is possible to obtain. 








The Western Sprinklered Risk Association is only one of the several 
co-operative activities at the disposal of agents representing WESTERN 
INSURANCE BUREAU companies. 


The 
Western Insurance Bureau 


Insurance Exchange Building 
Chicago 


This space has been contracted and paid for by the Western Insurance Bureau 
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LOCAL AGENTS WILL 
SHOW THEIR TEETH 


Intend to Attack Right of Insur- 
ance Commissioners to Regu- 
late Acquisition Cost 


TAKE ACTION IN INDIANA 


Conference Is Called in Chicago Prior 
to the Meeting of the State 
Officials 


It is the sense of this meeting that 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents be requested to have its legal 
department investigate the laws of the 
various states which would give the in- 
surance commisioners the right to reg- 
wate and control the amount of com- 
missions which all companies must pay 
their local agents without regard to 
what other items of expense the com- 
panies may be indulging in. If a law is 
found which does permit and clothe the 
insurance commissioner with such power, 
then it is the wish of this gathering that 
atest case be made before some court 
by the National Association of Insurance 
Agents in order to know whether the 
law is constitutional and such as would 
be sustained by the United States Su- 
preme Court.—Resolution passed by In- 
diana Association of Insurance Agents. 

There will be a conference of all 
local agents attending the commission- 
efs meeting in Chicago next Monday 
at the Chicago Board rooms in the in- 
surance Exchange at 10 a. m, 


The insurance commissioners in 
Western Union territory and others who 
ate members of the fire committee of 
the Commissioners Convention will 
meet at the Hotel La Salle, Chicago, 
Jan, 21 at 2 p. m. 

The local agents throughout the cen- 
tral west will send delegates from their 
state association to Chicago, Jan. 21, 
when the commissioners in Western 
Union territory will gather at the call 
of Superintendent of Insurance Baker 
of Kansas to discuss the commision 
question. The agents feel that on ac- 
count of the compulsory separation rule 
the companies have allowed the com- 
Mission question be made a political is- 
sue with the insurance commissioners. 

Some insurance commissioners, the 
agents say, have been desiring to get a 
chance at the commission question for 
alon gtime. This is the opportunity 
they have been craving and according 
0 some agents have jockied the com- 
panies into just the position that they 
wish, The agents claim that they are 
being made he “goats” in a fight be- 
tween company organizations. 


Will Put Up a Protest 
Therefore, they intend to put up a 
Protest against the insurance commis- 


‘ioners taking a hand in the commis- 
sion fight or assuming any authority 
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FIGURES ON 1923 FIRE LOSSES 








NOTABLE downward trend in fire 
A losses is shown in the report by 

month for 1923, from figures com- 
piled by the New York “Journal of 
Commerce.” The losses in the United 
States and Canada began the decrease 
in October and the December total was 
very nearly one-half that of December, 
1922. The total for the year 1923, which 
it was predicted for ten months would 
be the greatest annual total on *>cord, 
was actually 5 percent less than the 
1922 figure. The first six months of 
1923 showed a total $30,000,000 above 
the first half of 1922. Thus there has 
been a reduction of $52,000,000 in. the 
second half of the year, as compared 
with the last half of 1922. A large part 





to regulate compensation. At the meet- 
ing of the Indiana Association of In- 
surance Agents in Indianapolis on 
Tuesday a resolution was passed re- 
questing the National Association of In- 
surance Agents to have its legal depart- 
ment immediately investigate the au- 
thority of the insurance commissioners 
to regulate commissions and if such a 
law is found to test its constitution- 
ality. The local agents are taking the 
position that the insurance commis- 
sioners have no authority to control 
commisions, especially if they do not at- 
tempt to control other items of fire in- 
surance expense. 


See Political Glory in Move 


The local agents believe that many 
insurance commissioners would be very 
glad to order a reduction in commissions 
and then go before their constituents, 
announce that they had been unable to 
accomplish this and then insist that 
rates be reduced accordingly. The 
local agents at the Indianapolis meet- 
ing took the position that the companies 
have led the business into a very dan- 
gerous morass, The outlook is very 
uncertain. Having got a taste of blood, 
the state authorities, according to the 
agens may, go still further in their at- 
tempt to dictate to the companies about 
their internal arrangements. The agents 
say that this question of commissions 
should not be attacked. If it is to be 
discussed, it should be settled between 
the companies and the agents within 
their own house and not be carried to 
the state for discussion and adjudication. 

President Smith of the Michigan as- 
sociation attended the Indiana meeting 
and told about the conference between 
the Western Union, Western Insur- 
ance Bureau and the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents in the ef- 
fort to settle the commission fight. He 
commented on present tendencies and 
urged agents to stand together valiantly 
for their rights. 


Chicago Conference Called 


President Elmer E. Abernethy of the 
Indiana Association of Insurance 
Agents and President Clyde Smith of 
the Michigan Association of Insurance 
Agents have called a conference of local 
agents who will attend the Chicago 
meeting to gather in the rooms of the 
Chicago Board in the Insurance Ex- 
change at 10 o’clock next Monday morn- 
ing to talk over the situation, They 
will not have the opportunity of get- 








of this saving was in December, when 

the 1923 loss of $25,336,800 was $22,- 

000,000 less than the figure in the-clos- 

ing month of 1922. The figures as given 

by the “Journal of Commerce” by month 

tor the past three years are as follows: 
1921 









92 1922 1923 
Jan. .,$35,310,950 $38,663,000 $36,614,850 
Feb. .. 25,888,850 29,304,300 42,770,800 
Mar, .. 28,581,100 31,009,750 32,638,150 
Apr. .. 22,178,900 31,009,750 32,638,150 
May .. 23,956,800 29,868,950 34,015,850 
June .. 29,000,700 24,102,850 34,851,900 
July .. 33,355,750 36,667,750 27,490,750 
Aug. .. 25,829,000 21,579,500 24,474,300 
Sept. .. 26,502,400 41,515,000 28,738,500 
Oct. . 27,955,350 40,065,400 31,398,450 
Nov. . 26,178,600 30,776,100 29,702,200 
Dec. 28,907,550 47,426,000 25,336,800 
Total 


year. .$332,654,950 $410,889,350 $389,192,200 


—— — 


REDUCE PARCELS POST PRICE 
Hartford Fire Has Cut the Charge to 


Three Cents Per Coupon on 
This Class 


NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—There is a 
rate war in progress in connection 
with parcels post insurance. Seemingly, 
the Tourists Floater & Parcels Post 
Conference has been blown to pieces. 
It seems that the North America de- 
sired to get out a new form of tour- 
ists floater policy. This was discus- 
sed in the conference and permission 
was denied. The North America, how- 
ever, insisted on its right to issue this 
form and in order to relieve itself from 
any embarrassment withdrew from the 
conference. Shortly thereafter it an- 
nounced a reduction in parcels post in- 
surance from five cents a coupon to 
four cents. The other companies im- 
mediately announced the 4-cent rate 
which makes a coupon book of 100 
cost $4. The Hartford Fire has gone a 
step further and announced a reduction 
to $3 per 100 coupons. While many 
of the companies experienced a loss 
ratio of 50 percent or over, the Hart- 
ford claims that its loss ratio was in 
the neighborhood of 27 percent and 
hence justifies its new rate. Some of 
the larger companies last year wrote 
quite a premium volume in this branch, 
reaching beyond the half million mark. 








agents and hence they ask Tue Na- 
TIONAL UNDERWRITER to urge local agents 
to attend this conference. Undoubtedly 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents will be officially represented by 
some of its executive officers, 

The local agents view the present sit- 
uation with great alarm, They feel 
that once the insurance commissioners 
get hold of the commission question 
they will use it as a football in politics 
as they have the question of rates. 
They are taking the position that the 
insurance commissioners have no au- 
thority to regulate commissions. There 
has been some discussion whether the 
economies could not be put into effect 
through a flat commission instead of a 
graded commission, thus simplifying the 
situation. Many local agents favor a 
flat commission of 20 percent. The 
local agents of the country therefore 
are watching the situation with intense 
interest. 
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SEPARATION LEADS TO 
A JOINT CONFERENCE 


Personnel and Procedure of Im- 
portant Sessions Held in 
New York City 


DUNHAM IN THE CHAIR 


Connecticut Commissioner Tells of De- 
sires and Possibilities—Peace, not 
Coercion, Aimed at 


NEW YORK, Jan. 16—An epoch 
marking gathering in the crowded his- 
tory of fire insurance conferences was 
held in this city this week when a num- 
ber of insurance commissioners, com- 
pany officers and agents from all sections 
of the country began a discussion of 
acute problems of the business. Sepa- 
ration and the expense element were the 
chief topics, with some disposition to 
assert that other problems were con- 
nected with them. 

The meeting was held as a result of 
the separation issue in the middle west. 
The initiative was taken by Commis- 
sioner H. P Dunham of Connecticut, 
who called the meeting as chairman of 
a special committee of the Insurance 
Commissioners Convention appointed to 
consider a resolution on fire insurance 
expenses offered at the December ses- 
sion by Commissioner George W. Wells 
of Minnesota. 

Dunham Charts the Work 


Commissioner Dunham acted as chair- 
man of the meeting. In calling the first 
session to order, Mr. Dunham said that 
the situation under review dealt primar- 
ily with the middle west. He outlined 
the history of the separation movement 
and the difficulties that had _ resulted 
therefrom. He announced that some of 
the sessions would be open and others 
executive. How long they would con- 
tinue would depend upon the time con- 
sumed by the various interests to be 
heard and the drift that the discussions 
took.. He predicted that definite action 
to be taken at the meeting was highly 
improbable, owing partly to the lack of 
power of the commissioners’ commit- 
tee as well as to the seriousness and 
ramifications of the subject matter of the 
inquiry. It was only expected that the 
committee would report its conclusions 
and recommendations at the next meet- 
ing of the Commissioners’ Convention, 
whether such meeting be called in the 
spring or not until June. 


Documents Asked For 


The order of business of the sessions 
was outlined by Mr. Dunham. He said 
that the positions of the Bureau, Union 
and nonaffiliated companies would be 
considered separately. He would ask 
from each a copy of their respective 
constitutions and by-laws, and this in- 
cluded the nonaffiliated companies, 
which it was understood had formed an 
association of their own. Mr. Dunham 
said he would also ask for the full text 
of the Union-Bureau agreement before 
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its abrogation; a list of all association 
delegates with a definition of their pow- 
ers; a list of all excepted cities; and the 
minutes of the meeting of the Union at 
Montreal last September at which it 
was decided to cancel the agreement 
with the Western Insurance Bureau. 


Get Interests Together 


Commissioner Dunham said the com- 
missioners had no thought of telling the 
underwriters how to regulate their im- 
mediate affairs. Rather was it their 
purpose to get the warring interests to- 
gether in an effort to overcome present 
strife and arrive at a common under- 
standing that would benefit all con- 
cerned, including the insuring public. He 
said the trouble with the fire insurance 
business is that it is highly competitive, 
but its problems are not dissimilar from 
those found in other lines. 

Present at the meeting, besides the 
insurance commissioners, were  repre- 
sentatives of the Western Union, West- 
ern Insurance Bureau, Southeastern Un- 
derwriters’ Association, National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents, and dele- 
gates from the excepted cities in the 
west. Those officially present included 
the following: 

Commissioners—H. P. Dunham, Con- 
necticut; George W. Wells, Minnesota; 
F. R. Stoddard, Jr.. New York; W. N. 
Van Camp, South Dakota; W. R. Baker, 
Kansas; John C. Luning, Florida; T. S. 
MeMurray, Indiana; R. S. Burlingame, 
deputy, Rhode Island; Joseph Button, 
Virginia. 

Western Union—John C. Harding, 
president; A. G. Dugan, George H. Bell, 
Cc. A. Ludlum, John M. Thomas, W. L. 
Lerch, Fred A, Rye and George H. Batch- 
elder. 


Western Insurance Bureau—C. H. Yun- 
ker, president; Charles E. Sheldon, Wal- 
ter D. Williams, Waite Bliven and Ralph 
Rawlings. 


Southeastern Underwriters Association 
—George C. Long, Cecil F. Shallcross, 
Robert N. Hughes and John §, Raines. 


Association of Insurance 
Agents—Frank R. Bell, president; 
Thomas C. Moffatt, chairman executive 
committee; Walter H. Bennett, secretary- 
counsel. 


National 


Louisville—A. G. Chapman, delegate of 
the Louisville Board and former chair- 
man of the executive committee of the 
National Association. 

St, Louis—C. S. 
George D. Markham, 
Charles L. Crane and C. 


Lawton, spokesman; 
Chris J. Kehoe, 
H. Morrill. 


Cleveland—Will J. Beggs, H. R. Man- 
chester and H. L. Greiner. 


Cincinnati—C. C. Rothier, W. S. Hu- 
kill, Joseph Dilhoff and J. F. Schweer 
and W. H. Tomlinson, secretary and 
counsel, Ohio Association of Insurance 
Agents, 


Milwaukee—James B. Leedom, W. T. 
Greene. 

Chicago—L. M. Drake and August 
Torpe. 

Others present were Harry A. Smith, 
president National Board and president 
National Fire of Hartford; Whitney Pal- 
ache, president Eastern Union and United 
States manager, Commercial Union; C. 
Weston Bailey, president American of 
Newark; John O. Platt, vice-president 
North America; F. C. White, vice-presi- 
dent Hartford; Walter Maillot, general 
agent, Phoenix of London; Victor Roth, 
vice-president Security of New Haven; 
Herbert W. Ellis, assistant manager, 
Phoenix of Hartford; James L. Case. 
former president National Association of 
Insurance Agents, Norwich, Conn.; 
Cc. W.. Higley, western manager Hanover. 

Commissioner Bullion of Arkansas, a 
member of the committee was unable 
to be present, having previously ar- 
ranged for a joint examination of one 
of the southerr companies with the Ala- 
bama insurance department. 





Home’s Statement Figures 


NEW YORK, Jan. 16—The Home 
of New York has just issued its annual 
statement. The company now has ad- 
mitted assets of $82,454,768; net sur- 
plus $16,483,287, and reserve premium 
fund of $39,451,609. The company has 


cash capital of $18,000,000 and surplus 
to policyholders of $34,483,287. 





HYDE TO ASK NEW WRIT 
ADDS TO MISSOURI TANGLE 


May Carry Injunction Against Latest 
Rate Raise Order to State Su- 
preme Court 


JEFFERSON CITY, MO., Jan. 15. 
—Further legal complications in Ben 
>. Hyde’s conflict with the stock fire 
insurance companies are anticipated, 
for it is reported that Hyde is pre- 
pared to apply to the Missouri supreme 
court for a new writ of prohibition. 

If this petition is filed it will be di- 
rected against the temporary injunction 
granted by \Circuit Judge Westhues 
several weeks ago directing Hyde not 
to proceed with his threatened reduc- 
tion in rates ordered for Dec. 15. The 
Missouri superintendent had ordered a 
cut in rates of 15 percent effective on 
that date, but was restrained from car- 
rying out the cut by Judge Westhues. 

It was on that order that Judge West- 
hues’ contempt of court action against 
Hyde was based. Hyde then sued for 
a writ of prohibition to restrain Judge 
Westhues from enforcing the penalty 
imposed against him. That matter is 
now pending before the Missouri su- 
preme court, the higher tribunal having 
granted a temporary order against 
Judge Westhues. 

The legal suits and cross-suits result- 
ing from Hyde’s onslaughts against the 
stock companies are so many that it is 
hard for anyone to keep tab on what is 
going on. It may even become neces- 
sary to create a special division of the 
Cole county circuit court and the Mis- 
souri supreme court to look after the 
Hyde cases, one wit suggested. 





ASSESSMENT UPHELD 
COURT DECIDES MUTUAL CASE 


Policyholders of United States Mutual 
of Grand Rapids Must Pay 
Commissioner Hands 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 14.—As the 
result of a ruling by Judge M. L. Dun- 
ham in Kent county circuit court last 
week policyholders of the United States 
Mutual of Grand Rapids, must pay their 
assessments to take care of the out- 
standing obligations of the defunct 
company, In addition according to the 
decision each of the 16,000 policyhold- 
ers, practically all of whom reside in 
Michigan, is individually liable. 

The findings of Judge Dunham were 
made in directing verdicts of $23.71 and 
$13.89 against Edward J. Curry and 
L. J. Parish of Grand Rapids in a suit 
brought by Commissioner Hands as 
receiver of the company to enforce the 
policyholders liability, In arriving at 
these conclusions the court points out 
that while the company’s contracts with 
the policyholders who were co-partners 
would not have been binding upon the 
policyholders in the event of misrep- 
resentation in acquiring the business 
that this defense was barred when the 
company entered into receivership and 
it became the proper action of the re- 
ceiver to collect the assessments and 
take care of the assets. 

When receivership proceedings were 
started a year ago Commissioner Hands 
estimated that $82,307 would be required 
to meet the obligations of the company. 
At this time the Ingham County Court 
ruled that the receiver had the right to 
levy an aggregate assessment of double 
that amount to meet outstanding liabili- 
ties and necessary expenses. 





CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 





West Virginia agents protest against 
use of “sworn statement of sound value” 
clause in that state. 

aK * 

Special committee of Insurance Com- 
missioners Convention starts hearing on 
separation and commissions in New York. 

* * * 

Various Indiana organizations  ar- 
ranged for a spirited program on “Indi- 
ana Insurance Day,” Tuesday. 

ee = 

Superintendent Baker of Kansas calls 
meeting of insurance commissioners in 
Western Union territory for Chicago, 
Jan. 21. 

e - 2 
Superintendent Hyde of Missouri plans 


to ask State supreme court for writ of 
prohibition against enforcement of in- 
junction in rate reduction case. 


* * 
Commissioner Scott of Texas may take 
action on automobile rates on same lines 


as that recently taken on surety busi- 
ness. 
*x* * * 
Kaskaskia Live Stock of Shelbyville, 


Tll., will discontinue writing live stock 
insurance and reorganize as a life com- 
pany. 

*x* * * 


General Manager H. P. Moore of the 
American Foreign Insurance Association 
is on a trip to South American countries. 

* * * 
Allan I. Wolff has been elected presi- 


dent of the Chicago Board. 
*x* * * 
The commissioners from Western 
Union territory together with the fire 


committee of the National Convention of 
Insurance Commissioners will meet at 
the Hotel La Salle, Chicago, Jan. 21, to 
consider the question of commissions to 
local agents. 

*x* * x 

E. M. Linville, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager New York Indemnity, is 
elected president of company. 

* * * 

Charles C. Judd of Springfield, Mass., 
died Tuesday of this week. fe was a 
member of the old agency firm of Judd & 
Parsons at Springfield, 

*x* * * 

A southern branch of the Atlantic 
marine department of the Fireman’s 
Fund and the Home Fire & Marine has 
been established at Atlanta, Ga., with 
Stanley Pearce in charge. 

* * * 

Joseph Froggatt, an actuary in New 

York City, submits tables showing prop- 


, 





erty loss in conflagrations in this coun- 
try from 1897 to 1922 inclusive. 
* * * 


The Chicago & Cook County Bankers 
Association has appointed an insurance 
committee to investigate insurance rates 
and practices on the lines which banks 
purchase. 

*x* * x* 

Recommendation made to Virginia leg- 
islature by special commission that state 
become self-insurer for both fire and 
compensation risks. 

* * x* 

The Peter White Agency of Marquette, 
Mich., is celebrating its 70th year of 
continuous existence, 

* * x* 

T. W. Leonard of Pittsburgh and J. J. 
Krist of Baltimore are named vice-presi- 
dents of United States National Life & 
Casualty of Chicago. 

* * x* 

George G. Bulkley elected president of 
Springfield Fire & Marine to succeed late 
A. W. Damon. 

. . 

W. N. Achenbach appointed assistant 
general agent of western department of 
Aetna, 

. . - 

W. S. Foster, assistant western mana- 
ger of North America, gives talk on 
profits and U. & O. insurance. 

. = 


The Federal Surety of Davenport voted 
to increase its capital to $2,000,000 and 
enter at once Illinois, Arkansas and Mis- 
souri. 

. > > 

A. L. Rigsbee was elected president of 
the Indianapolis Logal Agents Associa- 
tion this week. 

. . - 
Over 700 people attended the banquet 


at the close of the celebration of “Indi- 
ana Insurance Day” in Indianapolis 
Tuesday. 

. . + 


The Tourists Floater & Parcel Post 
conference is practically dismantled and 
there is a rate war in parcels post in- 
surance. 

> . . 

At the meeting of a number of mem- 
bers of the Indiana Association of In- 
surance Agents a resolution was passed 
asking the National Association to take 
steps to contest the assumed authority 
of the insurance commissioners to regu- 
late local agents’ commissions. 


Frank M. Chandler of Indianapolis, 
manager of the Travelers, was re-elected 
president of the Indiana Insurance Fed- 
eration Tuesday. 





EXPLAINS PEKIN Loss 


DUST EXPLOSION ANALYzZpRp 





David J. Price Tells of Factors Brough; 
Out by Loss Which Is Traceg 
to Fire 


The results of the investigation gj 
dust explosion experts at the scene oj 
the recent $1,500,000 fire and dust explo. 
sion at Pekin, IIl., indicate that the Dri- 
mary cause of the loss was fire, which 
caused the dust explosion when stare} 
was being unloaded. Immediately afte, 
the catastrophe the adjusters and ep. 
gineers made a thorough investigation 
of the ruins. John G, Gamber, Illinojs 
fire marshal, represented the state, ang 
David J. Price of the United State 
Department of Agriculture, directed the 
investigation for the federal goverp. 
ment. Mr. Price, who is an authority 
on dust explosions, has drawn up the 
following report on this loss, showing 
fire as the primary cause and bringing 
out the important lessons taught by this 
destruction of the Corn Products Com. 
pany plant at Pekin: 


The explosion apparently originates 
from a fire, caused by an overheated 
bearing in the conveyor box leading from 
the north tipple in the basement of ok 
No. 9 building at a point about 15 fee 
from the tipple hopper. This fire appar. 
ently occurred about 3:35 a. m., Jan. 3 
1924, at a time when one of the starch 
buggies or wagons was being dumpej 
on the north tipple -in the kiln house 
The dust produced by the dumping of 
the wagon would furnish a cloud to b 
ignited by the fire in the conveyor bor 
in the basement and; in the opinion of 
the investigators, the first or primary 
explosion occurred at this point in th 
basement of old No. 9, blowing downa 
tile wall and spreading through an open- 
ing up to the kiln floor, severely burning 
several men on the west or hot side of 
the kilns and extending its energy 
through the entire building, traveling 
upward to the floors above, Owing to 
the approved type of construction, th 
damage to building No. 9 was limited to 
the blowing out of windows and venila- 
tors. The value of this type of construc. 
tion for explosion control was very evi- 
dent. 

How the Fire Spread 

From the apparent point of origin in 
the basement of No. 9 building, the fir 
spread eastward through the conveyor t 
the first cross conveyor (west conveyor) 
to the west elevator leg in the old annex 
building. The fire gives evidence of hay- 
ing traveled up this elevator leg to the 
upper floors of the annex building and 
then southward through the _ conveyor 
into the starch hoppers in the starch 
packing house, known as building No.” 
This fire by this time would have built 
up sufficient pressure to have reached the 
explosion stage and in traveling from th 
hoppers through the conveyors, reels ani 
other equipment, reached the packing 
machines on the north side of the first 
floor of building 27, where the seconi 
or real violent explosion occurred, s¢ 
verely burning the men in this part o 
the building and causing such extensive 
property damage. 

The testimony of the survivors col 
firms the conclusion reached by the it- 
vestigators, which is also sustained by 
the evidence remaining after the explo 
sion. The conclusions are very definite 
and fully agreed to by both the state ant 
federal investigators. 

In the opinion of the investigators, U0 
fortunate as the disaster has been, it 
formation of considerable value, heret0 
fore not obtained in the investigation 
previous explosions of this character, hi 
been obtained, which will enable the 4 
plication of additional control measuré 
for the prevention of these dust explo 
sions in industrial plants throughout the 
world. It is the opinion of the invest: 
gators that operations in which dust ® 
produced in large quantities should 
separated from other operations in 
dustrial plants of this character ant 
that such operations as starch dumpilé 
and packing should be carried on ™ 
separate buildings, remotely located fro? 
the other parts of the plant and the 
buildings should be of such constructio 
as to afford the least resistance in © 
of explosion and not confine the pressut 
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AGENTS ARE HEARD IN 
BIG SEPARATION QUIZ 


Moffatt Points to Vital Interests 
of Local Men in Clash Be- 
tween Companies 


“EXCEPTED” CITIES HEARD 





All But Chicago Represented Among 
Speakers at First Session in 
New York 


NEW YORK, Jan. 16—The local 
agency interests were the first to be 
heard at the separation conference called 
for this city by Commissioner Dunham 
of Connecticut, as chairman of the ex- 
pense committee of the Insurance Com- 
missioners’ Convention. The hearing be- 
gan Monday afternoon. The first 
speaker was T. C. Moffatt, chairman of 
the executive committee of the National 
Association. He was followed by A. G. 
Chapman of Louisville, C. S. Lawson ot 
St, Louis, Will J. Beggs of Cleveland, 
C. C. Rothier of Cincinnati, James B. 
Leedom of Milwaukee and W. S. Hukill 
of Cincinnati. All the excepted cities 
except Chicago were thus represented. 

It was stated that the gathering was 
called at such short notice and its par- 
ticular purpose was so little understood 
that few had opportunity to properly 
prepare themselves and hence were 
forced to talk along more or less gen- 
eral lines. 

Questions were asked of the_several 
speakers from time to time by Commis- 
sioner Dunham, Wells, Luning and 
Stoddard, all in a friendly spirit and 
solely with a view to eliciting relevant 
information. 

Moffatt Speaks for Agents 


Mr. Moffatt, in his talk, emphasized 
the vital concern of the local agents in 
the separation movement. He declared 
that while the great majority of the com- 
panies in both camps had loyally re- 
garded their pledge to respect agents’ 
expirations, there had been a number of 
exceptions to this rule, and the local man 
had suffered severely in consequence, 
although the quarrcl was none of his 
making. While the National Associa- 
tion stood for clean practices in field rep- 
resentation and was upon record as 
favoring uniform rates of commission in 
any office, it had no compelling means, 
as had the company organizations, to 
ferce adherence to its views upon the 
part of members. 


Commission Scale in Newark 


Mr. Moffatt was not ready to answer 
the inquiry as to whether or not he 
favored a uniform scale of commission 
the country over, asserting that condi- 
tions in many cities differed widely, as 
did also the measure of service rendered 
by agents to their companies. While 
some agents were merely premium get- 
ters, others, Mr. Moffatt said, rendered a 
valuable service in affording fire engi- 
neering advice to their clients, and in 
this way reduced the fire waste of the 
country. ~The legitimate agent, he 
warmly contended, should be safeguard- 
ed against the competition of the non- 
descript solicitor, who is merely a para- 
site upon the business. In Newark, Mr. 
Moffatt continued, some companies have 
a many as 60 agents each, the scale of 
commission paid in the city is 20, 25 and 
30 percent, and he had heard some com- 
panies paid a contingent in addition. 

Chapman Speaks for Louisville 

The attitude of the Louisville agents 
Was presented by A. G. Chapman, a 
ormer chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of the National Association. The 
Louisville men, he declared, were willing 





ACHENBACH ADVANCED 
PROMOTED TO CHICAGO POST 


Michigan State Agent Made Assistant 
General Agent of Aetna’s Western 
Department 


W. N. Achenbach has been appointed 
assistant general agent of the western 
department of the Aetna in Chicago, 
and will take up his new duties about 
Feb. 1. Since 1920 Mr. Achenbach has 
been state agent of the company in 
Michigan. His appointment received 
the approval of the board of directors 
at the home office of the Aetna in Hart- 
ford on Monday. Mr. Achenbach is 
one of the outstanding field men of 
Michigan. He has taken a prominent 
part in organization activities in the 
Wolverine state, has made an excellent 
record as a producer and stimulator of 
business for the Aetna in Michigan, and 
has demonstrated in every way his ca- 
pacity for more important work. 

Mr. Achenbach began insurance work 
as a local agent at Columbus, Ind. He 
was appointed special agent of the 
Aetna in Indiana under State Agent 
L. H. Wolff, on Jan. 1, 1916. Mr. Wolff 
was last year made assistant general 
agent at Chicago, and thus in his new 
connection Mr. Achenbach will be 
closely associated with him. In 1918 
Mr. Achenbach became special agent in 
Michigan, and two years later was ad- 
vanced to the position which he will 
relinquish on Feb. 1. 


to suffer any reasonable reduction in 
existing commissions if in return the 
companies would agree to support the 
agents of the city in the enforcement of 
those rules of the local board, which the 
companies themselves agreed worked 
for the betterment of the business as a 
whole. 
Points to Other Expenses 


C. S. Lawton, as spokesman for the 
Fire Underwriters Association of St. 
Louis, held that agents’ commissions 
made up but half of the expense prob- 
lem in the fire insurance business, and 
that its other phases should be investi- 
gated. St. Louis agents were anxious 
to cooperate with their companies in the 
reduction of expenses, but he contended 
even at present figures the margin of 
profit to the well equipped local man 
was not large, considering that he was 
forced to maintain an engineering serv- 
ice at his own expense in order to ren- 
der any measure of service to his clients. 
A reduction in existing expenses could 
be had in his opinion if there was cur- 
tailment of agency representation. 


Other Conditions Affected 


The Fire Insurance Club of Cleveland, 
according to Will J. Beggs of that city, 
has a policy-writing agency membership 
of 180. In addition there are about 2,000 
solicitors. The premium income of the 
city is approximately $5,000,000. <A sur- 
vey of the business of Cleveland is being 
made and as soon as the information is 
available it will be furnished the com- 
missioners. Mr. Beggs was strongly of 
the opinion that there should be no al- 
teration in the existing commission scale, 
unless related conditions be changed at 
the same time. 


Had No Suggestions 


Cincinnati, according to C. C. Rothier, 
was not prepared now to offer a definite 
proposition upon the part of the local 
agents of the community, but data was 
being prepared which would shortly be 
furnished. 

James B. Leedom, of Milwaukee, was 
seeking information as to the scope ot 
the present inquiry, but was not ready 
with suggestions. The general scale of 
commissions paid in his city is 20, 25 and 
30 percent, without contingents. He 
made the point that after the local agent 
paid solicitors, his net was only 5 per- 
cent, which amount he asserted did not 








FIRE LOSSES LOWER 
IMPROVEMENT IN DECEMBER 


Figures Show 1923 Total Below 1922, 
in Spite of Increase in First 
11 Months 


The remarkable reduction in fire 
losses during December, 1923, as com- 
pared with the 1922 figures, resulted in 
a reduction of the total fire loss for the 
year below the peak figure of 1922. 
This was a surprising development, as 
the record for the first eleven months 
of the year indicated that 1923 would 
pass all previous records for fire loss. 
However, according to figures published 
last week by “Fire and Water Engineer- 
ing,” the total fire loss in 1923 was 
$369,557,400, a decrease of $4,279,320 
below the 1922 figure. It is pointed out, 
of course, that December, 1922 ,included 
the conflagration at Astoria, Ore., and 
the big loss at New Bern, N. C., the 
total of these two being $14,000,000. 
Had it not been for these two big losses, 
1923 would have passed all previous 
records. The figures given by “Fire 
and Water Engineering” also show 
that there were 5,080 fires of over $10,- 
000 during 1923, compared with 4,505 
in 1922, or 575 more fires, in spite of 
the decrease in total loss. The losses 
by month for 1921-2-3, as reported by 
“Fire and Water Engineering” are as 
follows: 

Fire Losses by Months 


1921 1922 1923 
Jan. ...$35,828,950 $29,122,000 $26,276,300 
Feb. .. 25,903,650 30,850,400 38,855,650 
Mar 26,729,450 35,769,650 33,593,900 
Apr 27,936,950 27,136,750 37,954,157 
May ... 22,267,950 27,709,650 29,953,800 
June .. 29,005,350 28,624,050 32,399,525 
July .. 32,181,800 29,892,400 24,509,065 
Aug. .. 28,964,450 19,959,450 27,204,675 
Sept. .. 31,176,100 39,290,050 31,401,900 
Oct. ... 25,505,800 29,690,320 28,935,170 
Nov. .. 23,641,160 27,626,650 29,530,700 
Dec. .. 24,294,300 48,165,350 28,930,550 





Tot. $334,485,410 $373,836,720 $369,557,400 


Insurance Stock Quotations 


NEW YORK, Jan. 16.—Fidelity-Phe- 
nix stock was very active during the 
week and advanced from 124 to 133 
asked, and from 117 to 127 bid. United 
States Fire moved up from 64 to 66 bid 
and from 70 to 74 asked. Quotations on 
the most active New York insurance 
stocks as furnished by J. K. Rice, Jr., 
& Co., are: 


Par 

Value Div. Bid Asked 
Amer. Alliance..$100 20% 360 380+ 
Amer. Surety.... 50 10% d95 97 
Bond & Mtg. G.. 100 16% 280 287 
City of N. Y... 100 12% 218 225 
Continental ..... 25 24% 92 95 
Fidelity Phenix. 25 24% 127 133411 
Franklin ....... 25 28% 126 134+ 
Glens Falls..... 10 24% 54 60 
Globe & Rutgers 100 20% 700 1750 
Great American. 100 16% 250 257+ 
Hanover ....... 50 10% 86 96+ 
Pere. re 100 18% 354 360 
Natl. Liberty ... 50 20% 170 200 
Natl. Surety .... 100 9% 160 163 
North River..... 25 10% 50 56 
POUNETE scccvece 50 16% 145 152 
United States.... 20 10% 66 74+ 


Westchester .... 10 25% 37 40 





afford a decent margin to the policy- 
writing agent. Companies did not allow 
for engineering service, which the agents 
must pay themselves. 


Burden on Agents 


According to W.*S. Hukill, of Cincin- 
nati, the application of the Dean sched- 
ule calls for such expert knowledge that 
an agent must either employ a skilled 
rater or do the work himself, thus re- 
ducing the time at his disposal for seek- 
ing business. In short, the general bur- 
den of the talk by the local men was 
the curse of multiple agencies; the lack 
of "proper engineering service supplied 
them by the offices they represent, and 
the percentage of their revenue paid to 
solicitors and brokers. 
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BAKER SETS DATE FOR 
CHICAGO CONFERENCE 


Kansan Sends Out Call to All 
Commissioners in Western 
Union Territory 


TO DISCUSS SEPARATION 


Action Made Contingent on That Taken 
by Convention’s Fire Committee 
This Week 


TOPEKA, KAN., Jan, 14.—William 
R. Baker, Kansas superintendent of 
insurance, has fixed Jan. 21 as the real 
date for a conference of the insur- 
ance commissioners of the central west 
to determine whether or not uniform 
action can be taken in the separation 
row between the Western 
Western Bureau companies. 


Union and 
Mr. Baker 
left Topeka Saturday evening for New 
York, to appear before the fire com- 
mittee of the National Convention of 
Insurance Commissioners. The com- 
mittee was called specially to meet 
today to consider this problem. The 
committee was named by the convention 
at the December meeting but had not 
arranged for any date for meeting until 
the truce between the Union and Bureau 
was arranged by Baker last week. 
Call Sent to 14 States 


Mr. Baker requested a meeting of 
the committee with the commissioners 
but this could not be arranged, Follow- 
ing the meeting of the committee Mr. 
Baker will issue the call for the meet- 
ing of the commissioners in Chicago. 
This call will go to the commissioners 
of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, North Dakota, South Da- 
kota, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 
Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and Wis- 
consin. These commissioners have been 
informed by telegraph or telephone and 
also by letter of the progress in the ef- 
torts at securing a settlement on the 
separation fight. When the Kansas sup- 
erintendent andthe Union and Bureau 
official worked out the armistice in Chi- 
cago the commissioners of the 15 states 
were advised of the agreement. The 
agreement remains in effect the remain- 
der of January and the companies have 
sent ovt a statement directing the field 
men to cease all attempts at clearing 
agencies. 


Baker Explains Action 


Mr. Baker has written to every 
commissioner explaining, with some 
detail, the work that has_ been 


done and has asked for an expression 
of the views of the commissioners on 
their attitude, Several commissioners 
are known to be ready to follow the 
lead of Kansas in prohibiting the clear- 
ing of the mixed agencies but also 
prohibiting the payment of commis- 
sions above the Union scale. The let- 
ter to the commissioners of the Union- 
3ureau territory follows: 

“On Dec. 27, 1923 this department 
published a ruling addressed to all fire 
insurance companies transacting busi- 
ness in Kansas concerning the activi- 
ties of the Union and Bureau com- 
panies following the abrogation of the 


conference agreement between the 
Western Insurance Bureau and the 
Western Union on Sept. 21, 1923. This 


ruling endeavored to do away with the 
so-called separation and to obtain uni- 
form commissions in mixed agencies. 


Conference in Chicago 


“Following this ruling and at the re- 
quest of various interested companies 
conferences were held in Chicago witk 
both the Bureau and Union representa- 
tives. The result was more than grati- 
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fying in that there was evinced by the 
parties to the controversy, a fine dis- 
position to an agreement in principle to 
the proposition that these companies 
should find some common ground upon 
which to cooperate, This, of course, is 
an inference born of the willingness of 
all contending parties to place the en- 
tire matter before the several commis- 
sioners of the fifteen states affected. 
“Expression was voiced by all parties 
at interest that a tender of good offices 
on behalf of these commissioners would 
be very grateful, and this impels me to 
the assumption of the responsibility of 
asking you to participate in a conter- 
ence to be held.at the Hotel La Salle, 
Chicago, lll, beginning at 2 p. m., 
Monday, Jan. 21, 1924, provided the sub- 
committee of the Convention fire com- 
mittee is unable to dispose of the con- 
troversy at its New York meeting. 
Hopes for Settlement 


“Tf the result of the proposed confer- 
ence might result in a thorough accord 
as to the transaction of the insurance 
business throughout what is known as 
Western Union territory, it would cer- 
tainly be a great relief to every depart- 
ment that has jurisdiction. Both Bur- 
eau and Union companies have agreed 
to an armistice to Jan. 31, 1924, pending 
this proposed meeting of commission- 
ers. 

“Very apparently the discord exist- 
ing between the Union and Bureau com- 
panies is bound to be determined not 
only to the companies themselves, but 
to agents of our states, and indirectly 
to the insuring public. I sincerely be- 
lieve that if we can arrange to meet 
and to hear the arguments of the in- 


terested parties some satisfactory set- 
tlement can be reached. 
“Unfortunately Commissioner Dun- 


ham of Connecticut has arranged for a 
meeting of his sub-committee, which 
was appointed for the purpose of inves- 
tigating the Union and Bureau con- 
troversy, in the resolution introduced 
in the last meeting of the commissioners 
by George W. Wells, Jr., of Minnesota, 
to be held at the Hotel Astor, in New 
York City, Jan. 14, 1924. It probably 
would have been more satisfactory if 
the commissioners could have met with 
that committee. However the place of 
meeting and the shortness of the time 
intervening renders that impossible. 


Uniform Action Sought 


“IT appreciate the fact that the laws 
of our states vary in the authority con- 
ferred upon the commissioners, but I 
do believe that the action taken in the 
several states should be as uniform as 
possible and is necessary to a final and 
definite determination of the issues in- 
volved in this controversy. I believe 
also that both Union and Bureau com- 
panies, evidencing as they have a most 
laudable spirit of cooperation, will be 
influenced by the concerted action of 
the commissioners. A precedent for 
much concerted action can surely be 
found in every meeting of our National 
Convention. Certainly, if matters pre- 
sented to that Convention can be acted 
upon uniformly by all the commission- 
ers, then this particular matter affecting 
as it does fifteen states, can be at least 
joinly considered by the commission- 
ers of those states, 


No Desire to Intrude 


“In agreeing to the armistice between 
the Union and Bureau companies, I had 
no desire to intrude upon the preroga- 
tives nor the authority of the other 
commissioner, but honestly felt that our 
meeting, if it could be arranged, was 
more assured of a satisfactory result if 
the companies remained in status quo 
pending that meeting. 

“T would appreciate an expression from 
you as to your opinion in the matter, 
and as to whether you-will be willing to 
attend such a meeting in Chicago which 
will be definitely arranged after the 
meeting of the sub-committee in New 
York.” 

Of the 15 states invited to partici- 
pate favorable responses have already 
been had from Minnesota, Kansas, 
South Dakota, Indiana, lowa, Wiscon- 








JUMBO SYSTEM WANTED 
LOCAL AGENTS FAVOR SCHEME 


Say That Assureds Are Much Better 
Satisfied With the Concentration 
of Capacity 


BUFFALO, N. Y., Jan. 14.—Local 
insurance men read with interest the 
article recently published in THe Na- 
TIONAL UNDERWRITER giving the opinion 
of an executive of a leading company 
in the matter of writing large lines in 
excess of the net retention. In this ar- 
ticle, the executive quoted complained 
that the agents were bringing more 
and more pressure on the companies 
to write large excess lines, which com- 
pel the companies to resort to rein- 
surance, and expressed it as his opinion 
that it would be better for the future 
of the agency system and the companies 
if all would return to more conserva- 
tive lines. 


Jumbo Lines There to Stay 


It seems to be the general opinion 
of the executives of the larger Buffalo 
agencies that it would be impossible 
to return to more conservative lines. 
Jumbo lines have come to stay, the 
agents say. The insured, they say, has 
come to realize that he not only saves 
a great deal of money through not 
having to handle a large number of 
policies and separate accounts in order 
to secure a large coverage but that he 
also gets far better service on his ac- 
count where he handles it through one 
agency instead of several and we would 
never consent to going back to the old 
system. 

Competition Is Strong 


Another thing that would prevent 
ever returning to the old basis, the 
agents say, is competition between com- 
panies. The companies which have 
their accounts placed with the large and 
powerful agencies which are able to 
land excess lines like only to well to 
please the agents in this matter of 
handling jumbo lines in such a way that 
theagent gets his full commission in- 
tead of splitting it with others. 


souri, Tennesee and Illinois. It is likely 
that North Dakota, Nebraska and Ok- 
lahoma will come in as well. 


ADJOURN TO CHICAGO 


NEW YORK, Jan. 16.—Before ad- 
journment of the gathering that has 
been in session here for the past two 
days, the commissioners accepted Chair- 
man Dunham’s resolution to the effect 
that the gathering again meet at Chi- 
cago next Monday together with the 
mid-western commissioners, when a 
further effort would be put forth to 
settle the present controversy in that 
territory, failing which the committee 
would be prepared to recommend a uni- 
form and enforceable plan to attain that 
end. 

Union, Bureau and nonaffiliated com- 
panies as well as local agents will also 
be invited, in an endeavor to make per- 
manent the present truce on the separa- 
tion issue. 

While unable to be present at the 
Chicago meeting on Monday, Commis- 
sioner Olsness of Nerth Dakota advises 
he will be bound by whatever action 
is there agreed upon. Chairman Dun- 
ham asked for constitution and by-laws 
of local boards in each of the six ex- 
cepted cities. 


At Port Arthur, Canada, William 
Nathanson, proprietor of a restaurant, 
which was destroyed by fire last month, 
was arrested on orders from crown offi- 
cials, and is held for trial on a charge 
of attempted fraud. It is allegwed he 
made a false statement of values in 
claiming his insurance. He had alto- 
gether $5,500 in four companies. 





GIVES AGENTS’ 





BENNETT COMMENTS ON COSTS 





Tells Commissioners’ Rating Sub-Com- 
mittee of Association’s Attitude on 
Commissions 


NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The solution 
to the problem of the expense ratio is 
given by Walter Bennett, secretary of 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents, as in the elimination of incom- 
petent and unqualified agents. Mr. 
Bennett makes this comment in the 
statement presented to Commissioner H. 
P. Dunham of Connecticut, chairman 
of the sub-committee on fire insurance 
rating of the National Convention of 
Insurance Commissioners, in response 
to the commissioners’ invitation for the 
National Association to be represented 
at its hearing in New York this week. 
Mr. Bennett points out that the matter 
of expense ratio and thus agency com- 
missions is always found in any con- 
sideration of fire insurance rating. He 
thus presents the views of the National 
Association on the commission ques- 
tion to the special committee which is 
now considering the National rating or- 
ganization. Mr. Bennett’s comment is 
in part as follows: 


Commissions But Slightly Increased 


Some time since there appeared in the 
insurance press a discussion on the ques- 
tion of fire acquisition costs by E. G. 
Richards, formerly United States mana- 
ger of the North British group, a recog- 
nized fire insurance authority. This 
acquisition cost discussion embraced, 
among other things, the compensation 
paid to agents. In connection with an 
article prepared by Mr. Richards there 
was printed a chart of expenses from 
1871 to 1921. It is interesting here to 
note that this analysis for the 20-year 
period shows these expense increases: 
Agents’ commissions, 10 percent; taxes 
and license fees, 100 percent; company 
associations, 71 percent; special agents 
and adjustments, 25 percent; departmen- 
tal and home office, 18 percent. 

The above comparisons are made to 
show the relatively small increase during 
the last 20 years in that part of the 
expense ratio that has been paid, or is 
alleged to have been paid to the agents. 
As a matter of fact, in the compilation 
of statistics, items are included in the 
agents’ commission that do not properly 
belong there. These include commis- 
sions paid to brokers and, in some cases, 
such items as rent, desk room for special 


agents, telephones, office supplies and 
the like. 
° Must Eliminate Incompetents 


If it be true that the expense ratio in 
the fire insurance business is too high, 
there is one avenue of reduction open 
that will at the same time bring about 
a very healthy reform in the agency end 
of the business. That reform would come 
by the elimination of incompetent, ig- 
norant and unreliable agents. 

Their induction into the business has 
been made during the last 20 years be- 
cause of the outstanding desire of com- 
pany management for increased volume 
of premium income, It is known to all 
men that companies by and large are 
engaged in a terrific struggle to increase 
volume. We witness the amazing spec- 
tacle of agents being urged to secure 
more and more business all the time, 
often in disregard of sound underwrit- 
ing. It reminds one of the advice of the 
ambitious parent to his son: “Get the 
business, honestly if you can, but get the 
business.” It must be that this mad race 
for inordinate premium volume contrib- 
utes materially to the total expense ratio. 


Agents’ Service Shown 


The worth-while agents all over the 
country are rendering a far greater serv- 
ice in return for their compensation than 
they did 20 years ago. Influenced by their 
own sense of duty to the public and urged 
along by the suggestions and requests 
of their companies, they have become 
inspectors, fire preventionists, advisers 
to city councils, leaders in civic organi- 
zations and directors of movements for 
better conditions in both fire protection 
and fire prevention. A considerable por- 
tion of an agent’s time is taken up with 
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COMMENTS ON YEAR 
UNABLE TO SEE ANY PROF? 
President Milligan of Phoenix, Reviey, 


Cites 
Unfavorable Factors 


ing 1923 Experience, 


HARTFORD, CONN,, Jan, 14.—Ey. 
ward Milligan, president of the Phoenix 
of Hartiord, regards it is unlikely tha 
any of the larger fire insurance com. 
panies will be able to write up a ne 
profit on the past year’s operations, Jp 
a statement on the fire insurance sityg. 
tion Mr. Milligan says: 

“That fire insurance is a good bar. 
ometer of general business condition; 
has been verified in 1923. Increases jp 
premiums, due presumably to larger jp. 
surable values, were quite marked jg 
the fore part of the year and through. 
out the summer, but there was a slumy 
in the late summer, and the stimulation 
looked for in the fall did not materi. 
alize. The companies as a whole yilj 
probably show, for the year, an increase 
in premiums approximating 10 percent 


Past Year Had Difficulties 


“Notwithstanding the countrywide éf. 
fort to stimulate an interest in fire pre. 
vention, the burning ratio kept pace 
with that of the previous year, the ag- 
gregate losses for the first eleven 
months being about $14,000,000 in ex. 
cess of the aggregate figures for the first 
eleven months of 1922. Excepting the 
fire in Berkeley, Cal., which destroyed 
about 600 buildings, mostly dwellings, 
there were no sweeping conflagrations, 

“Owing to the severe loss account, 
the heavy expense burden, the probable 
decrease in security values and a sure 
increase in reserve dues to the aug. 
mented premium accounts, it is not 
likely that any of the larger companies 
will be able to write up a net profit on 
the year’s operations, 

_ “It is a little too early to make a 
forecast for 1924, but if, as Mr. Mellon, 
the secretary of the treasury, has ap- 
nounced, the outlook is promising for 
a good business year, the insurance 
companies will of course participate in 
the prosperity, if prosperity there be.” 





Tennessee Field Meeting 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Jan. 15.—The 
Tennessee Field Club, Tennessee Fire 
Prevention Assoiation and the Tennessee 
Pond of the Blue Goose will hold a joint 
meeting at Nashville, Monday, Jan, 2%, 
at the Hermitage Hotel. Business ses- 
sions will be held during the day anda 
dinner will be given in the evening. 

This will be the semi-annual meeting. 
H. D. Forrester, special agent Liverpool 
& London & Globe, is chairman of the 
entertainment committee. 





Entertain Nashville Firemen 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Jan. 15.—The 
Chamber of Commerce of Nashville, 
Tenn., gave a banquet and entertainment 
on nights of Jan. 10 and 11 for mem- 
bers of the police force and fire depart- 


ment, to help maintain good feeling 
among the men. Charles B. H. Loven- 
thall, Nashville local agent, is on the 


board of governors of Nashville Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 





work of this kind and thereby he truly 
becomes a valuable instrument of public 
service. 

The American people are today suffer- 
ing from carelessness in protecting and 
wastefulness in permitting a large vol- 
ume of property assets to be destroyed 
every year. The American Agency Sys- 
tem is a dominant factor in protecting 
American business and saving the Ameri 
can people from themselves. This sys 
tem must be preserved and reasonably 
protected or American business will find 
itself facing inevitable bankruptcy and 
destruction. 








The Grand Rapids Insurance Agency 
of Grand Rapids, Mich.. has taken ove 
the agency of Holden, Hardy & Boylané 
Mr. Holden was recently appointed 
internal revenue collector and thus re 
tired from the business. 
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BULKLEY CHOSEN HEAD 
OF SPRINGFIELD F. & M. 





Moved Up from Vice-Presidency 
in Succession to Late 
A. W. Damon 





CRUTTENDEN IS ADVANCED 





Succeeds Bulkley As Vice-President— 
Careers of Both Men Who Have 
Been Promoted 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS., Jan. 16.— 
George Grant Bulkley was elected 
president of the Springfield Fire & 
Marine at the regular January meeting 
of the board of directors held here on 
Monday. Mr. Bulkley succeeds the late 
A. W. Damon who died last week. Mr. 
Bulkley’s elevation to the presidency 
of the Springfield is not a surprise. For 
the past two years or so, during which 
Mr. Damon’s health has not been of the 





GEORGE G. BULKLEY 
New President Springfield Fire & 
Marine 


best, Mr. Bulkley has had a great deal 
of the major responsibilities of the com- 
pany upon his shoulders. He has been 
second vice-president since 1917, and 
vice-president since 1919, He has for 
many years been clearly recognized as 
the second in command at the home 
otice of the Springfield, and his ad- 
vancement at this time is regarded as 
a logical move on the part of the com- 
pany, 
Cruttenden “Made Vice-President 


Walter B. Cruttenden, who has been 
assistant secretary for many years, suc- 
ceeds Mr. Bulkley as_ vice-president. 
John W. B. Brand, treasurer of the 
Springfield Institution for Savings, has 
been named a director. These appoint- 
ments fill the gap left by the death of 
Mr. Damon, 


Bulkley’s Career 


Mr, Bulkley was born at Rocky Hill, 
Conn., in 1871. He received his educa- 
tion in the public schools of Hartford, 
and entered the insurance business in 
the United States office of the Orient 
at Hartford. In 1911 he was made of- 
lee special agent of the Springfield, and 
one year later was advanced to the 
Position of assistant secretary. Mr. 
Bulkley has taken an active and prom- 
me part in the business life of 
Springfield. He is the director of the 
Third National Bank here, and is in- 
terested in a number of business enter- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 52 











GIVES THE FACTS ON THE ABROGATION 
OF THE UNION-BUREAU AGREEMENT 
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UST what was done at the recent 

Montreal meeting of the Western 

Union, when the Union-Bureau con- 
ference agreement was abrogated, is 
given in a communication from Cecil F. 
Shallcross, United States manager of the 
North British group, sent to all agents 
of those companies. Mr. Shallcross, bas- 
ing his comment on the minutes of the 
meeting, gave the following explanation 
of the break: 

Gives Real Facts 


“There has been so much general in- 
terest regarding what transpired at the 
Montreal meeting of the Union in Sep- 
tember, 1923, relative to the abrogation 
of the conference agreement between the 
Union and the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau that we believe you will be glad to 
know what took place there in the order 
of occurrence as shown by ‘the official 
minutes of the meeting.’ 

“The governing committee 
out that, 

“When the Union organization was 
formally launched in 1879 the first busi- 
ness transacted had to do with uniform- 
ity of commissions; that the next busi- 
ness was the appointment of a commit- 
tee on rates; that these were the para- 
mount issues at that time, and had nat- 
urally continued to form the fundamen- 
tals of the organization, and that, owing 
to the increasing aggressiveness of non- 
affiliated companies, it was necessary 
some time later in order to preserve 
uniform rates and compensation, to take 
measures against unfair competition in 
agencies, so separation was added as a 
third fundamental. 


pointed 


Reported Plan a Failure 
“After giving this early history of the 
Union, the report went on to state in 
some detail many of the unsatisfactory 
conditions existing at the present time 


in relations to commissions and other 
agency matters, and then took up the 
subject of the conference agreement 


with the Western Insurance Bureau. On 
this subject the governing committee 
stated its feeling that as at present oper- 
ated the conference agreement was not 
conducive to the best interests of either 
the Union or the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau for the following reasons, among 
others: 

“(a) Because the legislation of the 
Union was subject to veto by the Bu- 
reau, thus defeating the work of the 
majority by the vote of a small minority. 
(Union companies write about per 
cent of the premiums in Union territory 
and of the agents representing Union 
companies only about 25 per cent also 
represent non-Union companies.) 

“(b) Because a differential in commis- 
sions in any organization or in either 
of two working in close agreement was 
not conducive to morale and destroyed 
confidence in each other.” 


iv 


Failed to Get Support 


“With these views in mind, the govern- 
ing committee urged the members of the 
Union to consider carefully any proposed 
legislation and not to adopt new require- 


ments unless prepared to enforce same 
without the concurrence and support of 
the Bureau. 


“After discussion of a 


subjects another point of difference 
arose where the Bureau declined to co- 
operate with the Union in carrying out 
the establishment of a loss adjustment 
bureau in Chicago, The committee in 
charge reported it appeared that the 
Union and the Western Insurance Bu- 


reau could not agree on a plan for’such 
a loss adjustment bureau. 


“There were indications throughout 
the Montreal meeting of a growing feel- 
ing of regret at the attitude of the 
3ureau on many important matters and 
the report of the foregoing loss com- 
mittee added to it. Dissatisfaction with 
Union and Bureau relations was evi- 
denced on every hand. It was felt 
that the affairs of the Union had 
reached a crisis. Following adjourn- 
ment of the session the serious aspect 





' should be 
| the sole agency principle should be sup- 


of the situation was generally discussed 
and reference made again and again to 
the governing committee’s report that 
the conference agreement did- not oper- 
ate to the best interests of either Union 
or Bureau companies. 


Sentiment Crystallized 


“Finally the sentiment crystallized into 
a feeling that the agreement should be 
abrogated and when members again 
sembled in the meeting the following 
resolution was offered: 

“*Whereas, It is the sense 
meeting that any advantages 
to members of the Western Union 
through the maintenance of the confer- 
ence agreement with the Western In- 
surance Bureau are more than offset by 


as- 


of this 
accruing 


the disadvantages thereof to the Union 
companies, be it 
““Resolved as mandatory: That the 


conference committee is hereby re- 
quested to abrogate such agreement in 
accordance with the provisions thereof, 
said abrogation to be effective not later 
than December 31, 1923, and that the 
members of the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau be invited to become members of 
the Western Union.’ 

“The sentiment in favor 
tion of the conference 
overwhelming No 
raised either while 
before the meeting or in voting thereon. 
It was adopted unanimously (121 com- 
panies being represented) and great ap- 
plause followed. 


of abroga- 
agreement was 
dissenting voice was 
the resolution was 


Action of Bureau 

“When the Western Insurance 
a few days later, received a copy of the 
resolution, together with the ninety-day 
notice required by the terms of the con- 
ference agreement for its abrogation, the 
Bureau, while recognizing what it would 
entail, requested immediate abrogation, 
and even before that was done of 
the members of the Bureau began cir- 
cularizing mixed agencies offering in- 
creased commissions. From this it will 
be noted that the conference agreement 
was not abrogated by the Union without 
notice, as has so often been alleged. 


Bureau 


some 


“As repeatedly stated in public by its 
spokesmen, the Union believes it is 
against the best interests of all con- 
cerned for an agent to represent com- 
panies paying different scales of com- 
missions. The National Association of 
Local Agents has declared its support 
of that principle. . 


Cites Commission 


“Limitation of acquisition cost by 
state legislation has long been threat- 
ened, as you well know. Discussion of 


the abrogation of the Union-Bureau con- 
ference agreement has served to confirm 
the widely held opinion, shared by 
thousands of agents, that a great service 
is being done to the American agency 
System by focusing attention on the 
Union scale of commissions being a 
fair, reasonable and normal one which 
legislation, if it comes, is likely to adopt 
rather than a cut to lower figures. 
“We are wholeheartedly committed to 
the principles for which the National 
Association of Local Agents stands, viz.: 
That’ an agent’s expirations should be 
respected under all conditions; that there 
no overhead writing, and that 


as 


ported where approved by local agency 
| sentiment. 

“We also support the Union rule that 
; each member of the Union shall be ob- 


number of other | 


ligated to observe the rules of any regu- 
larly constituted local association which 





have first been passed upon and ap- 
proved by the governing committee.” 
Mine Fire Held Incendiary 

Fire which destroyed the tipple, en- 
gine house, hoisting apparatus and ap- 
proach to the Union mine, near Burling- 
ton, N. D., Jan. 10, is thought to be of 
incendiary origin. An investigation is 
underway. The loss is estimated at 
about $2,000 or $3,000. According to 


Sheriff Spicher, an elevator gasoline stor- 
age house at Burlington was broken into 


on the night of the fire and two cans of 
gasoline were stolen. One of these cans 
still full of gasoline was found near 
Burlington, and the other can, empty, 
was found near the mine. Two or three 
weeks will be required to make the 
necessary repairs at the mine. 





SIDE OF THE BUREAU 





Entire Session at Separation Hear- 
ing Occupied by Speaker for 
Junior Organization 


TELLS WESTERN HISTORY 





Says Bureau Supported Agents at Chi- 
cago Conference and Declares 
Separation Dead 





NEW YORK, Jan. 16.—Charles I 
Sheldon, vice-president of the American 
of Newark and manager of its western 
department, was the sole speaker at the 
commissioners’ hearing on separation 
Tuesday morning, the entire period be- 
ing given to condi- 


tions in the western territory prior to 


over his review of 


and since the abrogation by the Union 
of the joint conference agreement with 


the Western Insurance Bureau and to 
his replies to inquiries thereupon by 
various commissioners. Mr. Sheldon 


also spoke at length upon the commis- 
sion problem, mainly as applied to the 
excepted cities but affecting other ter- 
ritorv as well. He read a lengthy state- 
ment reviewing the history of the 
Bureau until now. He spoke at all 
times temperately and logically, con- 
cluding with an emotional appeal to 
Union members to “practice the Ameri 
can principles of toleration, moderation 
and conservation.” It was a masterful 
effort and made a deep impression upon 
the audience. 
Says Bureau Supported Agents 


In support of the contention that the 
Bureau endorsed the position of the lo- 
cal agents he quoted from the official 
minutes of the tri-lateral conference at 
Chicago, filing the communication later 
with the commissioners as well as a let- 
ter from the Chicago agents approving 
the effort of the conference committee 
to institute reforms in that city. He 


| also filed the record of the hearing lately 


held in Kansas. Outstanding points in 
his address were the insistence that two 
separate organizations in the west were 
desirable; that a resumption of the old 


conference agreement was impossible 
and that rather than alter its present 
scale of agents’ commissions the Bureau 


would dissolve. He denied that Bureau 
companies were taking business away 
from the Union companies and quoted 
figures to support his: contention. 


Declares Separation Dead 


He asserted further his belief that 
separation was dead and never would 


be resurrected.” In response to Com- 
missioner Button’s conjecture that the 
reason for the cancellation of the con- 


ference agreement by the Union was 
that its members were tired of having 
the “tail wag the dog,” Mr. Sheldon 
submitted that “it was a very respecta- 
ble tail.” He justified the commission 
scale of the Bureau and held that agents 
in the excepted cities were entitled to a 
higher rate because of the importance 
of their service and by the expense they 
subjected Nevertheless, he 


were to. 
conceded that costs should be reduced 
and recited the efforts made by both 


Union and Bureau men to institute re- 
forms in the large cities for years past, 
though without result. 


Wells Claims Duplication 


Commissioner Wells again maintained 
that there was a duplication of service 
by agents and association organizations, 
and held that if the engineering staffs 
of the latter were increased a general 
reduction in large city commissions 
could be afforded. Expense limitation, 
said Mr. Sheldon, in response to an in- 











quiry from Superintendent Stoddard, is 
inseparably linked with the question of 


limitation of representation and there 
could be no action affecting the one 
without treatment of the other. The 


matter of a maximum commission limit, 
inquired of by Commissioner Wells, 
Mr. Sheldon said was too big for him 
to express himself upon without ex- 
tended thought. 


Sheldon Is Outspoken 


Mr. Sheldon was very outspoken at 
some points, part of his prepared ad- 
dress being as follows: 

“Up to this epoch in the history of the 
business in the west, the Bureau com- 
panies point to the unmistakable fact 
that while their organization has been 
constructive at all times, the contrary 
has been often the case with the Union 
organization whose desire for power and 
greed for business have many times 
prompted indulgence in unwise methods 
and destroying practices, 

“The joint conference agreement be- 
came operative as of April 6, 1912. 
Through the years that followed and up 
to the date of its abrogation by the 
Union at Montreal on Sept. 20, 1923, the 
companies and their agents carried on 
the business of fire insurance with in- 
creasing service to the public, unitedly 
aided our government in the time of the 
great war through the inauguration of 
conservation committees and in other 
ways exercised a helpful effect upon the 
business. 


Says No Valid Reason for Break 


it is true there were differences in 
the opinions of the Union and Bureau 
memberships regarding various matters 
but these were inconsequential and by 
no stretch of the imagination could thev 
have warranted the breaking down of 
the restraining influence of the confer- 
ence agreement. No valid reason has 
yet been presented by the Union for its 
action at Montreal in abrogating this 
institution, but the fact that it was abro- 
gated and that turmoil in our business 
has followed emphasizes in our minds 
the desirability and even the necessity 
for competing organizations in our bus- 
iness, Operating, however, under reason- 
able and proper'restraint, cooperating in 
every lawful way with beneficial results 
to themselves, to their agents and the 
msuring public. It is not likely that 
there can be another joint conference 
agreement, but this fact should not stand 
in the way of two independent organi- 
zations granting cooperation in a legal 
way and uniting with each other in 
bringing about safe and stable condi- 
tions in the business. 


Assists Smaller Members 


“While there is no differential in com- 
missions in the Bureau, its smaller mem- 
bers are assisted in the prosecution and 
development of their business by co- 
operative associations under the super- 
vision and control of the Bureau organi- 
zation. The facilities of these subsi- 
diaries are for all of the Bureau mem- 
bership and enable the small company to 
participate equally with the larger cor- 
porations in the benefits derived. 

“We name these subsidiaries as fol- 
lows: The Underwriters Adjusting Com- 
pany, employing skilled adjusters; the 
Western Sprinkled Risk Association, 
with competent engineers to render serv- 
ice to any agent of Bureau companies in 
connection with sprinkler business; the 
Western Improved Risk Association, 
giving competent service with respect 
to the underwriting of the large un- 
sprinkled risks; the Western Inter-rein- 
surance Bureau, which places at the 
disposal of the least member the line 
capacity of the entire Bureau member- 
ship to assist in advancing its interests 
in its agencies. 


Salvation of Smal] Companies 


“The spirit of good fellowship in the 
Bureau has been prominent. The 
smaller companies have been protected 
and aided and there has never been un- 
friendly discrimination. That is in part 
the reason that a differential in commis- 
sions has never been asked and explains 
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MUCH COMMENT ON == 
samy WESTERN ARMISTICE 





Most Agents and Field Men Dis- 
appointed at News of Truce 


Declaration 


HOPED FOR FINISH FIGHT 


Agents Who Have Cleared Offices Feel 
That They Have Suffered Un- 
necessary Loss 


Fire insurance men in all branches of 
the business the middle 
west, are awaiting with the greatest in- 
the the conference 
being held in New York this week be- 
tween 


throughout 


terest outcome of 


insurance commissioners, com- 
pany officials and local agents and that 
to be held in Chicago, Monday. The 
final settlement of the Western Union- 
Western Bureau controversy, which for 
the past several months has raged in 
Western Union 
Until last week there seemed to be 
a deadlock. Then the armistice was 
drawn up as a result of the work done 
by William R. Baker, insurance com- 
missioner of Kansas. Now the whole 
question is being threshed out in New 
York with insurance commissioners, 
company officials and agents all pre- 
senting their viewpoints. By the end 
of next week the whole affair may be 
settled. Thus within a comparatively 
short time events have moved very 
rapidly, 


territory is at stake. 


Disappointment Shown 


The declaration of a truce between 
the Western Union and Western Bur- 
eau companies has caused more com- 
ment in the middle west than any other 
event which has taken place in the in- 


also the strong, harmonious sentiment 
and forward looking position of the Bu- 
reau at this time. Many of the sma!ler 
companies have gradually been absorbed 
by their strong competitors and the sal- 
vation of those remaining is in their 
affiliation with an organization such as 
the Bureau. 

“It will probably be conceded that too 
much power centered in any organiza- 
tion possesses possibilities of abuse that 
could be dangerous and destructive to 
the business, and particularly to the in- 
terests of the public, the agent, and the 
small and medium size American-owned 
and American-operated company; and 
the Western Insurance Bureau, as an 
independent organization, is in a posi- 
tion to exercise a restraining and stabil- 
izing influence and protect such interests 
and prevent abuses. The Union is con- 
trolled by a comparatively small coterie 
—due to the composition of its member- 
ship and interlocking interests—which 
makes it possible for a limited number, 
many of foreign control, to dominate 
Union action and whose large ambitions 
are not always conducive to the best 
interests of anyone except themselves. 

Says Bureau a Necessity 

“Thus it will be seen that not only is 
the Western Insurance Bureau desirable, 
but it is a necessity to maintain a proper 
balance in the business, to prevent mon- 
opoly with its tendency to abuse and to 
promote and foster the development of 
the individual and properly managed 
American company, which both the pub- 
lice and the business need. There is 
nothing to prevent a full measure of co- 
operation between the Union and the 
Western Insurance Bureau, for the pro- 
motion of the best interests of the busi- 
ness and of all concerned or engaged in 
it, and the Western Insurance Bureau 
has always been ready and willing to 
give such cooperation.” 





surance world in many a day. The ef- 
fect of the news upon field men and 
agents was anything but that expected 
by the companies. For the most part 
it may be said that agents and field 
men, regardless of their leanings or 
company connections were disappointed 
with the news. They had been led to 
believe that it was going to be a fight 
to the finish and were prepared to “see 
it through.” Field men of the Western 
Union companies who have borne the 
brunt of the separation activities were 
astounded at the request that they dis- 
continue all separaion work until fur- 
ther notice. 


Feel at Disadvantage 


But the local agents who formerly op- 


erated mixed agencies were disap- 
pointed most of all, There has_ been 
considerable discussion of the future 


course to be followed by agents who 
have cleared their offices. Many have 
resigned the companies belonging to 
either one organization or the other; 
have squared away, so as to be en- 
tirely upon one side of the fence. Now 
they feel that they have been unwise, 
and that the agents who have been 
maintaining mixed agencies and have 
refused to resign either Union or Bur- 
eau companies have the advantage of 
them. 


Must Outline Present Status 


Undoubtedly those agencies which 
were formerly mixed, but which swung 
into line with either the Union or Bur- 
eau, will not be able to return to their 
former status. For instance, an agency 
that was formerly mixed, but which re- 
signed its Western Bureau companies 
and is at the present time Union, would 
hardly expect to have its Western Bur- 
eau companies return to the fold, even 
though the settlement of the contro- 
versy may permit such action. Having 
declared itself in favor of the Union, 
an agency of this kind, will be regarded 
by the Bureau companies as pro-Union 
and not a desirable office in which to 
lodge. Thus, agencies which are ac- 
tually friendly to both Union and Bur- 
eau and at bottom prefer to operate as 
mixed agencies will probably not have 
an opportunity to do so, but must con- 
tinue to represent only the companies 
affiliated with the organization toward 
which a leaning has been shown. 


Company Men Relieved 


While field men and agents gener- 
ally express some disappointment that 
the issue was not carried through to a 
final conclusion, there is no doubt but 
that company officials of both organiza- 
tions are greatly relieved that the strug- 
gle is apparently over. Western man- 
agers were finding that the Union-Bur- 
eau embroglio was dissipating the en- 
ergy of not only the field forces but 
local agents as well. Field men who or- 
dinarily gave nearly all of their time 
to business production, agency appoint- 
ments, assistance to local agents, stim- 
ulation of business, schedule work and 
the collection of balances have been for 
the past several months occupying 
themselves very largely with agency 
separation work, Managers have been 
forced to give considerable of their 
time to it. Local agents have had 
their attention distracted from business 
getting, The effect of all this has been 
felt by the companies. With the dif- 
ferences of opinion between the two big 
western organizations patched up it is 
the belief that premiums will increase 
and conditions in the field reflect a very 
much improved tone. 


Attitude of Field Men 


Field men on both sides of the ar- 
gument express themelves as out of 
favor with a cessation of hostilities. 
“We had them on the run, why should 
we have an armistice now, just when 
we had them beaten,” is the comment 
heard from field men. Whether Union 
or Bureau the average field man in the 
middle west feels that his side was 
forging ahead, that the other side was 
rapidly losing ground, and that the fieht 
should have been carried on to the bit- 
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DEAD IN SOUTHEAST 





Progress Was Dependent Largely 
Upon Development of Con- 
troversy in West 





ACTIVITIES DROPPED Now 





No Further Moves Planned Until New 
York Conference Is Concluded 
This Week 


ATLANTA, GA., Jan. 16.—In the 
opinion of numerous southern insurance 
men there is no separation question jp 
the Southeast. That is, the matter of 
separation that did exist was merely a 
certain and with 
the announcement that there is a pos- 


dream to a extent, 
sibility of a resumption of the agree. 
ment between the Union and the Bur. 
eau the separation matter here has un- 
doubtedly been put into the discard, at 
least temporarily. 

Were Watching West 


Separation, in the South depended 
largely and possibly entirely up on the 
outcome of the Union and Bureau ac- 
tion, and now with the possibility of a 
reconciliation between those two bodies 
the Southeast is merely sitting still 
and taking notice. Since the last meet- 
ing of the committee of nine of the 
South-Eastern Underwriters Associa- 
tion, appointed at Pinehurst, failed to ac. 
complish anything it is presumed that 
they were merely marking time in or- 
der to get a line on the outcome of the 
Union and Bureau situation. Taking 
for granted that such is the case it can 
be easily seen that the future course of 
separation in the South depends entirely 
upon the action of those two bodies. 


Awaiting New York Results 


Separation in the South depends 
largely upon the outcome of the meet- 
ing in New York this week, according 
to officials of the Southeastern Under- 
writers Association. In the opinion of 
one of these officers it is believed that 
meeting will cover the question of sep- 
aration so thoroughly that it will affect 
all sections of the United States. 

According to a prominent Southern 
manager of an Association company, 
the separation movement in the South 
has been more or less active since the 
declaration of principles at the Pine- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 10) 


ter end. Just exactly what has hap- 
pened so far as actual separation is con 
cerned will probably néver be known. 
It is a fact, however that not a great 
many of the larger and more important 
agencies had acted regarding separa 
tion. The smaller offices in which sep- 
aration was not an important matter ex 
hibited a willingness to get rid of their 
minority representation. However, 1 
the agencies where there was almost af 
equal division of companies, or where a 
large amount of premiums were I 
volved, no steps were taken. Most 0 
the victories that were won by either 
side were small ones. 


See Permanent Settlement 


There are few who feel that the whole 
matter will not be settled permanently 
by Feb. 1. Even those who wish that 
the fight had been continued believe 
that “It is all over,” and ‘that the iF 
insurance business in the middle wes 
will settle down again to a peaceful 
routine, As one field man remarked 
last week, “It was a hot fight and 3 
merry one while it lasted, but that’s all 
over now.” 














— ——— 





94 January 17, 1924 THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 9 











a 


ST . FIRE — AUTOMOBILE — WINDSTORM — SPRINKLER LEAKAGE — MARINE 




















OW 


New 


— - 


at 
‘ a See ae Sle 
A oo 


=Prot ects Bs fiom . 
Pro vn 





om Ocean to Coens 
x. and on all Seas 


UEEN 


Ins.Go. of America 
























rse of 
ntirely 
dies. 


pends 

meet- 
ording 
Inder- 
ion of 
d that 


‘7 Queen Agents from ocean to ocean 


| affect 


ie are safeguarding with Good Insurance 
Pine the Capital and Savings represented 
an in the Industries, Commerce and 
a Homes of America. 


portant 
separa- 
ch sep- 
tter ex- 
of their 
ver, if 
nost an INCORPORATED IN NEW YORK STATE 1891 
where a 


ay CAPITAL $3,000,000 


, either 


HEAD OFFICE: 84 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


t 


e whole WESTERN DEPARTMENT SOUTHERN DEPARTMENT PaciFic Coast DEPARTMENT 
ianently F. P. HAMILTON, MANAGER Ss. Y. TUPPER, MANAGER ROLLA V. WATT, MANAGER 
ish that CHICAGO ATLANTA SAN FRANCISCO 
believe 
the fire 
lle west 
peaceitl 
marked 
t and 4 


hat's ®USE AND OCCUPANCY —RIOT AND CIVIL COMMOTION-~ PERSONAL EFFECTS FLOATER¢ 












































10 _ THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER January 17, 19% 
hurst meeting of the South-Eastern Un- be considered in underwriting a ¢ 
EXAMINER WANTED derwriters Association in November W. S. FOSTER TALKS ON of this kind and a fluctuating alk 
LARGE AMERICAN COMPANY last, and it = be a — ar USE AND OCCUPANCY form properly drawn up be used. 
desires an experienced and capable expresemg Week 8s to the wacom © Industries Have High Spots 
man. separation the Association took no ac- 


Address G-96 
Care The National Underwriter 








WANTED 


Position as special agent or assistant. 25 years 
General Agency. Local office and Adjusting 
Experience. Best of reference. Ohio or 
Indiana preferred. Address G-98 

Care The National Underwriter 








WANTED 


Competent stenographer and bookkeeper, one 
who has had experience in local agency work, 
excellent opportunity for advance. Write 
stating experience, salary, etc. The Hipp-Pratt 
Ins. Co., Hinkley Block., Benton Harbor, 
Michigan. 




















INSURANCE COMPANY 


OMAHA. NEB. 


A Company Is As Strong As Its 
gency Force 
WRITES FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMO- 
BILE, AND THRESHING MACHINERY 
INSURANCE. Write for Agency in Nebraska, 
Kansas, Guerete. Iowa, and Minnesota. 





F. ZIMMER, President 
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tion directly requiring its membership 
to take any steps towards actual sep- 
aration in the so-called mixed agencies. 

Notwithstanding this, however, there 
has been a good deal of quiet movement 
toward preparing the ground, as it 
is generally recognized that whether it 
becomes a rule of the Association or 
not, varying commissions in mixed 
agencies would have to go. 


Graded Scale Since 1911 


Since 1911 graded commissions has 
been the rule in the South, and an 
agreement was entered into with the 
agents, at this time, and continued 
through the years, that in the event 
they accepted higher than the S, E. 
U. rate they would at once notify 
their companies, and so far as Associa- 
tion companies were concerned, com- 
missions would be automatically re- 
duced to 15 plus 1 percent. That is the 
situation today, but it has been found 
that many agents, although they gave 
their pledge, did not think it necessary 
to advise their companies when they 
took excess commission, and hence the 
present trouble. 


Want Uniform Commissions 


The agents themselves in a recent 
meeting in Atlanta declared for uni- 
form commissions in mixed agencies, 
and it seems inevitable that this will be 
the final outcome unles separation 
continued. 

It is expected as a 
tendance of Robert N. Hughs, president 
of the S. E. U. A., at the conference 
being held in New York this week, that 
there will possibly be a broad enough 
program adopted whereby the necessity 
for separation may be obviated. 


is 


result of the at- 


Won't Join Association 


The South-Eastern Underwriters As- 
sociation recently issued an invitation 
to all non-affiliated companies, to join 
the Association, and so far it is not ap- 
parent that any of them have thought 
well enough of this invitation to accept 
it, and it is understood that there have 
been several refusals. This, it is be- 
lieved makes it apparent that the com- 
panies not members of the Association 
are thoroughly satisfied with their po- 
sition in the South today, and are no 
doubt prepared to meet the separation 
issue jut as their associates have done 
in the West. There has been a lot of 
talk of legislation and injunction to pre- 
vent the movement, but every one rec- 
ognizes that in its individual capacity 
every company has a right to be rep- 
resented on terms mutally agreeable to 
itself and its agents, and always can ter- 
minate the engagement when it decides 
that it is in its interest to do so. It 
would hold any charge of conspiracy 
such as is from time to time idly threat- 
ened. 





FARM EXAMINER 
Now employed desires connection 
with a reliable company. 15 years’ 
experience. Can furnish best of refer- 
ences. Address H-5, care the National 
Underwriter. 








WANTED—Position as Special Agent 
loc: al 


furnish 
nd will go 
demand. 


Five years’ 
bank. Can 
erences a 
may 


experience with 
e very best of ref- 
any place such position 
Age 30, married. 
Address G-100 
The National Un 


agency 





Care derwriter. 
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Points Out Differences Between 
That Form of Coverage and 
Profits Insurance 


SUBJECTS FOR EACH FORM 


Believes Retail Merchants Should Not 
Be Sold Profits—Underwriting 
Factors to Consider 


“Profits insurance covers earnings on 
stock that was manufactured yesterday. 

“Use and occupancy imsurance covers 
earnings on business that is expected to be 
transacted tomorrow.’ 

Taking these (his own definitions) as 
his text, W. S. Foster, 
ager of the western department of the 
Insurance Company North America 
gave a talk on use and occupancy and 
profits insurance at the monthly meet- 
ing the Cook County Field Club in 
Chicago last Monday. Mr. Foster 
touched upon various phases of these 
two important side lines, and made some 
them that 


assistant man- 


of 


of 


observations upon are new 
and interesting. 
Subjects for Profits Cover 


Mr. Foster said that profits insurance 
should be sold only to cover finished 
goods in the hands of a manufacturer, 
and not goods on the shelves of re- 
tail or wholesale merchants or jobbers. 
Mr. Foster explained that a manufac- 
turer who has stored in his plant a cer- 
tain amount of finished goods knows 
definitely what it has cost him to create 
his product, just what his expenses and 
overhead have been, and what his profits 
will be if he is able to market the goods. 
If a fire destroys his plant and the goods, 
it is not possible for him to replace the 
finished goods thus destroyed by buying 
the product of another factory He must 
supply the trade with his own product 
and cannot substitute. Hence, he has 
suffered a definite loss, and is a very 
proper subject for profits insurance. 

Not Proper for Merchants 


On the contrary, Mr. Foster argued 
that the retail merchant or wholesale 
jobber who receives goods from many 
sources can very easily replace any part 
of his stock which may be destroyed 
by fire. He is not dependent upon one 
manufacturer. Mr. Foster said that in 
a mercantile risk use and occupancy 
insurance is the proper and only cover- 


age that should be sold. 
Covers Earnings Only 
At the outset Mr. Foster declared 
that the exact nature of the coverage 


afforded by a use and occupancy policy 
is not as widelv understood as it should 
be. U. and O. insurance Mr. Foster 
said covers earnings only and not profits 
and expenses, other than those expenses 


which must necessarily be continued 
after a fire and can under no circum- 
stances be avoided. They are the ex- 
penses that are necessary to the earn- 
ing of a profit. There is no use and 
occupancy value attached to a concern 
that is shut down, because such an es- 
tablishment is creating no earnings. 


Factors to Consider 


There are Mr. Foster said, many fac- 
tors to be considered in connection with 
earnings. For instance, a canning fac- 
tory which operates at full blast during 


certain seasons of the year and is en- 
tirely or nearly idle during other sea- 
sons earns, during its active period of 


amount of money 
to cover the expenses iné¢urred during 
the season of idleness. This seasonal 
character of the canning industry must 


operation, a sufficient 





The ability to produce earnings month 
by month throughout the year is not 
found in many industries Mr. Foster 
said. There is rarely a uniformity 9j 
monthly earnings in any business. }, 
said that there are many important se. 
sonal businesses such as_ millinery 
clothing, or department stores. Mog 
department stores make more profit op 
their operations in December than they 
do in April, May and June combineg 
Mr. Foster said. Nearly all businesse 
have their high spots. 

Because of this condition the flucty. 
ating value U. and O. form is used a 
well as the form providing indemnity 
of 1/300 of the earnings per day. 


Average’s Struck 


In connection with coal mining risk 
it was decided recently by the Companies 
to use the fluctuating value instead of 
the one providing 1/300. Under th 
1/300 form a month is divided into 9 
work days. This plan strikes an aver. 
age throughout the year. Thus, if ; 
concern has earnings of $10,000 a month 
it would under the 1/300 form be pai¢ 
for a loss $400 a day if the $10,000 were 
divided by 25. If instead $10,000 were 
divided by 26, because there are % 
working days in most months, the as. 
surd would be paid onlv $384. It has 
been found that to apply the 1/25 to 
each month is to the advantage of the 
assured Mr. Foster’s illustration 
shows. 


as 
Deals With Future 
Use 
Foster 


occupancy insurance Mr 
deals entirely with the ix. 
ture. It considers the possibilities for 
one year forward. In arriving at :z 
loss companies often take the previous 
year’s earnings as a foundation upon 
which to build, but it is often true that 
past performance serves as a poor guid 
to what might have hapnened had there 


and 
said, 


been no fire. It is taken Mr. Foster 
said, principally as contributing evi- 
dence. 
Favors Evans’ Form 

Mr. Foster predicted that the compe 
nies writing U. and O. insurance would 
eventually adopt the new form draw 
up by Frank Erion, general adjuster 
of Fred S. James & Company at Chi- 
cago. A form which is practically that 
prepared by Mr. Erion is now in use 
in Minnesota. Its principal feature is 
that it contains the coinsurance clause 

Mr. Foster stated that he had ob- 


served the tendency on the part of many 
local agents to push the sale of i 
insurance rather than U. and O., 

to sell an assured profits insurance afte 
placing a and O. policy. This Mr 
Foster characterized as demoralizing 
He said that a large number of assured: 
should properly be sold only use ane 
occupancy insurance, and that to add 
to the U. and O. policy a_ profits 
contract to invite the assured t 
burn out at a handsome profit. Mr 
Foster said that the agent should study 
every prospective buyer of either U. and 
O. or profits insurance sufficiently te 
get a clear understanding as to which 


is 


form should be sold. It is not often, 
Mr. Foster said, that both profits and 
use and occupancy insurance can be 


sold and justice done to both the com 
pany and the assured. 

ee 

ASSISTANT EXAMINER 

WANTED 

Must have several years’ expefi | 

ence and capable of assuming fe | 

sponsibility. Address G-97 _ 

Care The National Underwriter 
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Wanted a man who understands the 
Dean Schedule. Opportunities great 
with large insurance brokers. State 
qualifications. Address H-1, care 
The National Underwriter. 
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A physician who gets real results will rapidly 
Re acquire a large practice. Each successfully 
Re handled case is an excellent advertisement, | 
Ce passed from mouth to mouth throughout the 
neighborhood without the stimulus of direct 
advertising. 
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Similarly, the insurance agent who renders 
real service on his risks will profit by word 
of mouth advertising. Fidelity-Phenix agents, 
equipped as they are with the finest of fire 
prevention, rate checking and inspection 
facilities as supplied by the company, are in a 
particularly advantageous position as regards 
the larger risks, both sprinklered and un- 
sprinklered. 
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‘Ask The Fidelity-Phenix Special’ 


FUDELITY = PIHUENTX 
FIRE INSURANCE CO: 


SO MAIDEN LANE ,NEW YORK,NY. 





























CASH CAPITAL 
FIVE MILLION DOLLARS 


HENRY EVANS C-R-STREET 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT 


NEW YORK CHICAGO MONTREAL SAN FRANCISCO 
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INDIANA INSURANCE 2 2 


a) 


DAY A BIG SUCCESS 





Large Attendance to Demonstrate 
Strength of the Business to 
the Public 





F. M. CHANDLER IN CHARGE 





Great Galaxy of Speakers Appear on 
the the 
Organizations Meeting 


Program of Various 








INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 15.— 
Today marked the inauguration of an 
annual custom in Indiana which might 
well be emulated in other states. To- 
day the insurance men of the state rep- 
resenting all classes of insurance were 
asked to come here to celebrate “Indi- 
una Insurance Day.” The organiza- 
tions participating were the Indiana In- 
surance Federation, Indianapolis Fire 
Insurance Agents Association, Indiana 


FRANK M. 
Indianapolis, 


CHANDLER, 


General Chairman 
Insurance Day 


Indiana 


Insurance Society, Indiana Casualty Ad- 
usters Association, Indiana Association 
of Insurance Agents and the Indiana 
Life Underwriters —: Great 
-redit for this gathering is due to Frank 
M. Chandler, general chairman, who is 
also president of the Insurance Fed- 
eration. Mr. Chandler is manager of 


the casualty department of the Travelsr. 
He is a born organizer and had every- 
thing planned to the dot.’ There were 
yver 700 attending the banquet. The 
Riley Room in the Claypool was filled 
ut, the general meeting. 


Cc. S&S. 8. Miller Starts Proceedings 


The day’s proceedings started with a 
meeting of the Indiana Insurance So- 
ciety presided over by W. P. Ray. 
Chauncey S. S. Miller, publicity director 
of the North British, spoke before the 


organization on 3roadcasting Your- 
self and Company.” He urged the in- 
surance men to broadcast smiles and 


laughter and not criticism and calomel. 
Mr. Miller feels that more information 
regarding insurance should be given to 
the public, through field men and local 
agents. Mr. Miller said that the worth 
while agent is a true missionary preach- 
ing the gospel of strength, foresight and 
self-protection through adequate insur- 
ance coverage. The field man he says 
an ambassador and minister pleni- 
potentiary, not an apologist or alibi 
artist. 


N. T. Miller 


is 


Indiana fire marshal, 





| 20 








| eration. 





cn Br op a —— wa = 
said that 8732 percent of fires are pre- 
ventable. People that have no fires 


seem indifferent to the losses of others. 
He said that all citizens should be in- 
terested in the subject of fire preven- 
tion because every man in his insurance 
premium is helping pay the losses of 
others. He said there are three major 
clauses of fires: The first the desire 
to burn out at the expense of the in- 
surance company and thus make money 


on the fire; secondly, an endeavor to 
cover up another crime and the third 
is for malice and revenge He said 


that on account of the prohibition act 
many people are burning out their 
premises where whiskey is being made 
when they think they are being run 
into a corner and will be caught 

Effect of the Market 


Miller 
money market 
ratio. During the 
he said there had only been two sus- 
picious fires in Indiana. This due 
to the fact that the money market 

easier than it has been since the war. 
There were 141 convictions for arson 
in the United States and 
of this number 42 were convicted 
Indiana. He said that pyromani- 
are young people between 12 ar 
years of age. He advised treating 
such cases as being aftec by disease 
rather than having them punished. He 
only one 


Money 
Mr. 
the 


loss 


the 
days 


ettect 
seen in 


last nine 


that the 
sily 


says 


is €a 


is 


is 


last year out 


most 


acs 
ted 


said last year there was 














| 
building liana that was properly 
installed with lightning rods, that } 
burned. There might have been some | 
question as to whether these rods were | 


really properly installed, he asserted. 








Motion pictures were shown, they be 

| ing the National Board fils n and safety 

film of the International Safety Council 

| of Indianapolis. Dana Webster, inspec- 

| tor of the Aetna Life, made a few re- 

| marks following the presentation of the 

films saying that 80 percent of the acci- 

dents are preventible. 

C. M. Cartwright of THe NaTIONAL 

UNDERWRITER spoke on some of the cur- 
nt issues in insurance. 

G. Edgar Turner a Speaker 
G. Edgar Turner, manager of the 
Casualty Information Clearing House, 


left by the insurance 
He urged the 
together in 


folks themsclv 
insurance people to work 
their common development. 
They should appreciate the monument 
insurance has erected. He said that the 
men in the field have the impression that 
the public of business. 
Frank M, 


tc he 
gets the 


Chandler Presides 


At the afternoon session Frank M. 
Chandler, president of the Indiana In 
surance Federation, was in charge, it 
being the regular meeting of the Fed- 
Mr. Chandler said that the 
Federation is opposed to the state 
coming an underwriter of any hazard. 
The purpose of the Federation, he said, 
is to bring together all insurance asso- 
ciations, co-ordinate them, help them 
and use their numerical strength. He 
said that the issue of state insurance is 
not dead by any means nor is it con- 
fined to casualty lines. He said that it 


is up to the insurance people to clear 


the public mind of its false vision of 
insurance. 
Thomas B. Donaldson's Talk 
Thomas B. Donaldson, president of 


the Pennsylvania Insurance Federation, 
explained the advisory board plan in 
Pennsylvania where five life, five fire, 
and five casualty agents elected by the 
people in their district are appointed to 
investigate applicants for insurance. He 
said that the worst man the board has 


was the last speaker at the morning ses 
sion saying that it was necessary to | 
| pound in insurance facts to the pub- | 
lic and even to the agents. Continuous 
and persistent pounding brings results 
| These facts will sink in. He said that 
friction is frequently developed in the 
machinery of insurance and this should 
be eliminated by the inswrance people 
themselves. He said that insurance peo 
ple should be on their guard as to the 
impression that the public gets of in 
surance because these impressions aré 


be- | 





with is 
timer. Last year 
37,000 individual 


to deal the illegitimate part 
i he said there were 
licenses granted in 
Pennsylvania. There are now 43 boards 
in the state. The Pennsylvania Fed- 
eration finances the work of the ad- 
visory board but the boards are under 
the control of the insurance department. 


It costs the Federation about $1,000 a 
month. 
The Pennsylvania Federation is get- 


ting out a series of educational booklets 
in primer style for use of applicants 
who desire to study insurance subjects 
before taking the examination. The 
booklets decided are “‘Automobile 
Liability.” “Fire Underwriting,” “Fire 
Insurance Adjustments,” and “Casualty 
\c ljustments.’ He said that he believed 
this educational literature will be worth 
while. The effect of the advisory board 
system, he said, has been to reduce very 
materially the shiftless dead-beat 
agents. 

Mr. Donaldson 
the insurance 
He thinks they 
He declared that rance 
stand together for their 
Pennsylvania Federation 
members. 


on 


and 
the blight 
state lines 
obliterated. 
men must 
business. The 
7900 


said tl 
business 
should 


insu 


lat 
1s 


be 


on 


now las 


Harvey Gives Practical Advice 


for the 
legisla- 
Indiana Insurance 
Federation, gave the people some prac ti- 
al ideas on getting into politics. He 
that every insurance man should 
politician, be close touch with 
ty machinery and be 


Harvey, 
chairman 


the 


Thomas P. 
Travelers and 
tive committee of 


attorney 


of the 





said 
be a in 
able 


exert influence whenever necessary. 


his par to 





at S. S. Miller, publicity di 
ector of the North British & Mercan- 
ti gave clever talk on “The Agent 
as a Self Starter.’ It was suggested 
that Mr. Miller’s two middle initials 
stood for “Self Starter.’ 

The closing address was made by 
John T. Hutchinson of Detroit, Mich 
secretary of the Insurance Federation 


of America. 
Company Officials Present 
Among the 
were President 


officials present 
S. Lott, United 
States Casualty; Truitt, vice- 
president, Northwestern Casualty & 
Surety, and Jas. F. Bayless from the 
western executive office of the Fidelity 
“i % at Chicago; Western Mana- 
ger E Henne of the American Eagle; 
western farm superintendent 
tal: Secretary J. A. Campbell, 
New York: W. H. Riker, as- 
manager North America: L. H. 
tant manager Aetna: F. A. 
Gantert, general agent, North British & 
Mercantile; H. W. Boyd. western mana- 
ger Newark Fire; J. K. Lesch, manager 

arm depar tment Home New York; 
Gonem Essig, secretary Metropolitan- 
Hibernia; C. N. assistant man- 


company 


Edson 
George 





a 
itinen 
of 


assis 


or 


Gorham, 


ager, American of New Jersey; C. S. S. 
Miller publicity director, North British. 
The pao having exhibits and 


special headquarters at the hotel were 


| the Henry Evans group, North America, 
North British & Mercantile, Travelers, 
Aetna Life, Maryland (€ vasualty, Fidelity 


& Deposit and “Rough Notes. 





Mendell co Vice-President 


Announcement was made in San 
Francisco this week of the election of 
J. M. Mendell to the vice-presidency of 
the newly organize d Manhattan Fire & 
Marine. which is to be operated as a 
running mate for the London Assur- 
ance. 

Mr. Mendell has been associated with 
the Pacific Coast department of the 
London for a number of years as as- 
sistant manager and as manager since 
the deth of A. W. Thornton last year. 
The new company has applied for a 
license in California and arrangements 
are being completed to commence op- 
erations as soon as the certificate is is- 
sued, 





Cc. H. Bingham was re-elected presi- 
dent of the Hartford Board of Fire 
Underwriters at its annual meeting this 
week 








WILL HAVE NEW PLAN 





COMPANY WILL REORGANIzg 





Kaskaskia Live Stock Will Stop Writ. 
ing Business and Will Become 
Life Insurance Corporation 


The Kaskaskia Live Stock Insurange 
Company of Shelbyville, Ill, one of the 
best managed companies of its class, js 


discontinuing writing live stock insyr. 
ance and will reorganize into a life 
company. Secretary C. F. Stairwalt 
who is the underwriter and the main 
factor in the company, says that this 
change is brought about principally for 
the reason that the officers and direc. 
tors believe that life insurance will of. 
fer a greater opportunity for progress 
and will not have the disadvantages oj 
prosecuting live stock insurance, He 
Savs that conditions have changed rad- 
ically in the live stock field in the last 
few years While the company has 
discontinued writing live stock insur. 


ance the corporation 








will be continued 
present so that the policies wil 


lor 





carry to determination. It may write 
some short term insurance, but it ex. 
pects to close up all the business with 
the old company before Jan. 10 of next 


vear at which time it expects to be ready 








to begin writing life insurance. 
Historyoft Company 

The Kaskaskia Live Stock was estab- 
lished in 1909. It has always been re- 
garded as one of the best managed com. 
panies in the business and one of the 
cleanest The officers have taken a 
prominent part in the general welfare 
of live stock insurance. The old of- 
ficers and directors will in all proba. 
bility conduct the new company, They 


have 


its 


all been with the Kaskaskia since 
incorporation Secretary Stairwalt 
says that values in live stock have de- 
preciated greatly and farm cond- 
tions have been so unsettled during the 
last two years that the company is un- 
willing to continue longer in an activity 
that does not give much promise for 
success. 
Undoubtedly 
ahead as a 
with success. 
10 or 11 


SO 


the Kaskaskia will forg 
life company and will meet 
It now operating in 
states. It not likely 
the life company will plan to cover the 


is 





is 





larger territory but will gradually in- 
crease its field. W. J. Eddy is presi- 
dent of the Kaskaskia and George C 
Bollinger, vice-president, E. F. Stair- 
walt, secretary and general manager; 
J. C. Westervelt. treasurer and R. T 
Eddy, superintendent of agents. 
Talks on Explosion 
NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—W. L. Read 


superintendent 
ment and riot 
partment of the 
addressed the 
sucted by the 
of the Aetna 


of the explosion depart- 
and civil commotion de- 
Automobile of Hartford. 
first weekly classes con- 
metropolitan department 
affiliated companies. The 
Aetna will conduct a class each Monday 
from 12 until 1 o’clock, which is open 
to all brokers and insurance men fre- 
gardless of their affiliation, to discuss 
different multiple lines. He explained 
that the explosion policy was a very 
simple one and one that could be easily 
written 


St. Louis Hat Company Loss 
ST. LOUIS, MO., 





Jan, 1§ three- 
alarm fire did damage estimated # 
$23,000 to plant and stock of the Inter- 
national Harvester Hat Company, 709-1 
Lucas avenue, Jan, 14. The fire broke 
eut in the center of empty boxes in the 
basement of the six story brick build 
ing and was confined to the basement 
However, the contents of the basement 
were badly damaged by the flames while 
there was some damage from water = 
smoke on the first floor. The stock of 
the P. Burns Saddlery Company, 7! 
Lucas avenue, was also badly damageé 
by water, while there was some wate 
damage to the stock in the basement of 
the building at 705-07 Lucas avenue. 
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Writ. 


Put on The Pp” on the buyer’s shoes—see your sales 


approach from his standpoint. Figur 


oft Buyer’s Sho es atively step aside and analyze carefully 








insu. your sales appeal. What are you trying to do? 
= te a . 
irwal After all, you are really promoting a service 
t his o bd . 
ily fos —protection. Complete Protection, that’s it. 
dire 
oa If you were the buyer, the insurance agent who took the 
ses a pains to study your individual needs and point them 
d rat out would certainly earn your confidence and respect. 
7 In time, you would mentally tabulate him, “Here is 
— one of my most valued and helpful friends.” As a matter 
Swill of course, you would place your orders with him for 
" Writ . . . 
it ex Complete Protection — “This underwriter knows my 
ae business and its insurance requirements better than I 
e ready know them myself. He sees my business from my point of 
view. 
> estab- ° — ° 
cen re There is the secret of success in insurance salesmanship. 
an See protection from the buyer’s viewpoint. Take Use 
a2 and Occupancy Insurance as an instance—it covers the 
old part of a fire loss not covered by property damage fire 
»robda- ° . . ° 
. They insurance. And the big fact for the buyer is this: If fire 
—_ destroys or damages his place of business, he suffers two 
ave & losses, property damage loss and business interruption loss. 
‘ing the Not five fire insurance buyers in a hundred ever think 
activits of this—and the other ninety-five are Use and Occu- 
rise for pancy prospects. Tell your client now what he needs. 
I fore Sell him complete protection through one or more of the 
wey specialty class lines listed in this advertisement. 
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~ Boiled down to ~ 


the essen tials - 








Within the scope of every insurance agency 
are business men who place great value upon 
constructive insurance service. They ap- 
preciate the agent who is keenly alert to 
business conditions. 


It is a known fact that business goes where 
it is best served. Good insurance service is 
a builder of confidence, it is likewise a build- 
er of premiums. 


WESTCHESTER 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK 
Western Department 


1010 Fisher Building, Chicago 


Established in 1837 





a 

















1873—FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY—1923 














Boston 


Insurance Company 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1923 


PLOSION — SPRINK- 
LER LEAKAGE — TOR- 
NADO — RENTS — USE and 
aaeeee’ "©? — TOURISTY 





UE vicicacbinasibuccacwesede a x 876, i 52 
SN citaniecesscnved xe 7,718,456.27 
PN. -cctvekenedancncaseeddous 4,158,369 .25 
he en ce etal 1,000,000.00 
Net Surplus to Policyholders senen 5, 158,369.25 


FIRE—MARINE—AUTOMOBILE— 
SPRINKLER LEAKAGE—EX- 
PLOSION—RIOT and CIVIL 
COMMOTION—TORNA- 
DO—R E N T S—USE 


Insurance Company 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


STATEMENT, JAN JANUARY 1, 1923 


and OCCUPANCY peer CCCS CHEE SS da SORE6AE CS CEECOE DECREED SEEN EROSORES ne eee 
al > PG: 1ibi< x0 oo a-cickesicdocepedee nie eenesyeateaeenie 853,494, 

TOURISTS Surplus oo 1,547.590.95 

Nh Sc leh, seta esian Sib w 65500656 aa eno 1,000,000.00 

Net: a: NOMINEE 2 ois « occcesics Soxesademicay take 2,547,590.95 































HOME OFFICE, 87 Kilby St., Boston, Mass. 


Western Department Pacific Coast Department 
Lansing, Michigan 230 Sansome St., San Francisco, Cal. 
Rawlings & Hewett, Managers Charles A. Colvin, Manager 




















THOMAS SPEAKS FOR 
THE WESTERN UNION 


Shows Stabilizing Influence of ti, 
Senior Body for Past 42 
Years 


ACTION TAKEN NOT HAStTy 


Aetna Executive Says Break of Ty, 
Years Ago Patched Up—Other 
Company Men Are Heard 





NEW YORK, Jan. 16.—Tuesday 
afternoon John M. Thomas, western 
manager of the Aetna at Chicago, pre. 
sented the Western Union case at the 
hearing held here on the call of Com. 
missioner H. P. Dunham as chairmay 
of a committee on expenses of the Ip. 
surance Commissioners’ Convention, He 
followed Charles E. Sheldon, who spoke 
for the Bureau at the morning session, 
Both organizations were happy in their 
choice of spokesmen. Mr. Thomas isa 
clear, concise and forceful speaker, em- 
phatic but not dogmatic. He briefly 
told of conditions in the west that in- 
duced the formation of the Union 2 
years ago, and of the stabilizing inf. 
ence it has since exercised upon the 
business of the territory. 

He denied that it had ever sought to 
oppress or to deal unfairly with the 
3ureau, pointing in explanation that 
although the companies in the latter 
organization wrote but a third as much 
business as the Union offices, they were 
given equal representation upon all 
joint committees. 

Montreal Action Not Hasty 


He further challenged the assertion 
that the action at Montreal in abrogat- 
ing the conference agreement had been 
taken hastily, saying that like action had 
been decided upon two years ago, 
though a reapproachment had been ¢- 
fected before the time limit expired 
It was also wholly probable, he said, 
that had the Bureau waited the 90 days 
instead of accepting the cancellation 
immediately last October that a com- 
promise might again have resulted 
Field men of the Union companies, he 
said, had been cautioned not to talk 
separation until the close of the year. 


Contrary to Human Nature 


Regarding commissions, “All other 
issues being by-products and easy of 
settlement,” he held it to be contrary 
to human nature for one agent to serve 
companies fairly when getting different 
rates of commission, declaring that in 
actual practice under the differential the 
Union companies in mixed agencits 
were getting special hazard risks while 
the preferred business was going to the 
high commission companies. While see- 
ing no objection to two governing o- 
ganizations in the same territory, Mr 
Thomas felt that one could better and 
more economically serve the public, 
and he therefore favored a single body. 


Not Mainly Giant Companies 


To show that the Union was not con- 
posed mainly of giant companies he 
cited a series of figures showing the 
considerable number of companies i 
the former organization that possessed 
less assets, less surplus and_ enjoyed 
more retricted incomes than the Amer 
ican, Firemen’s, United States, Boston 
North River and other Bureau com 
panies. To prove that the need for @ 
commission differential for small offices 
is not real, Mr. Thomas recited the 
progress that many small Union cot 
panies had heen able to attain unde? 
existing conditions. 

It was absurd. he continued, to asset 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16) 
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wie} | |] | Off the Beaten Track 


0, pre- 
Com Virtually every local fire insurance agent considers as 


airman 


_ his principal opportunity for increasing his income, 
on. He the obtaining of new lines of fire insurance. Which is 


> spoke 


ss perhaps as it should be, for fire insurance represents the 
ty major portion of businessavailable to the local producer. 


las isa 
er, em- 


jie But in this concentration on fire lines, there is at the 


rion same time, a danger of disregarding entirely the op- 
g inflv- *.° ‘cc . 99 . 

on the portunities offered by the so-called “‘side lines” —rain, 
tourist baggage, parcel post, registered mail, riot and 


civil commotion and a host of others. 


ught to 
‘ith the 
yn that 
e latter 
1S much 


oy | The wise local agent will not lag in his efforts to in- 
-— a». crease his fire business but he will appreciate also that 
; : . . %° ry 

” oe oe : , the development of “side line’ business holds forth 
abrogat- Tide © . ‘ a 

24 ne Lt much to him and he will accordingly follow up 
ion had ae « . . ° 

rsa sig? (1 ae every channel leading to larger premium income. 
een Gi- oy 

fe ea 
90 days 
cellation 
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Your Winter 
Business 


Sprinkler leakage insurance is an im- 
portant winter line. It is a necessity 
to the owner of every sprinklered risk. 
Right now, your prospect is in the 
mood to listen to your suggestions. 
Cold weather has caused him to take 

many precautions in protecting his 
properties. Make a careful survey 
for every sprinklered building. Make 
a strong appeal for this necessary 
protection. 


The Alliance ‘is well equipped to 
render a highly efficient service to its 
agents. It has the interests of its 
agents at heart continually and is 
striving to equip them with every 
facility that will aid them in increasing 
their business. 





THE 


ALLIANCE INSURANCE COMPANY 


of Philadelphia, Pa. 


Cash Capital gg ga 
$1,000,000.00 $3,099, 141.00 





























| BAKER TO THE FORE 








WING to the fact that Insurance 

Superintendent W. R. Baker of 
Kansas brought about a truce between 
the Western Union and Western Insur- 
ance Bureau, and is responsible for the 
calling of the meeting of central west- 
ern commissioners to discuss the ac- 
quisition cost subject, he has bulked 
large in the insurance horizon and be- 
comes nationally prominent. 

He is one of the youngest men ever 
elected to a public office in his state. 
He was born Feb. 12, 1894 at Rosedale, 
Kan. 

Captain Baker grew up in Rosedale 
and attended the local schools. When he 
completed the high school he entered 
the University of Kansas and was grad- 
uated from the University law school in 
1915. He returned to Rosedale and 
opened a law office and as a side line 
wrote some fire insurance. Then a 
friend needed some help in handling a 
local agency and Mr. Baker went into 
the agency and remained until the out- 
break of the world war. 

Saw Service in the Army 

He was given a commission as a 
second lieutenant to help organize a 
company of the Kansas ammunition 





WILLIAM R. BAKER 


rding the payment to Virginia agents of 





Kansas Insurance Superintendent 


train, designated by the government as 
the Kansas section of the Rainbow di- 
vision. Frank Travis was the com- 
mander of the train. Mr. Baker served 
throughout the war with the ammuni- 
tion train and was promoted to a cap- 
taincy in France. 

Upon his return to this country he 
was made assistant superintendent of 
insurance by Col. Travis. Col. Travis 
had been elected superintendent while 
serving in France and did not return 
to America until several months after 
his term began. Captain Baker assumed 
his duties in July, after bringing back 
his company from France. 

Two years ago Captain Baker was 
appointed actuary for the Liberty Life 
of Topeka and remained with that com- 
pany until his election as superintend- 
ent of insurance. He won the Republi- 
can nomination against a field of four 
other candidates. 

He is married and has one son. 


——— ee 

















THOMAS SPEAKS FOR 
THE WESTERN UNION 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14) 
that separation was immoral or illegal 
and so far as his company, the Aetna, 
was concerned, he emphatically chal- 
lenged the statement of Mr. Sheldon 
that separation was dead, asserting un- 
less some plan meantime were evolved 
that would fix a rate of agency com- 
pensation that would be equitable and 





——_ 


uniform he proposed only to get into 
agencies that would pay the same scale 
of commission as his own and wher 
he could compete for business upon ap 
even basis. 

He then read into the record the state. 
ment made by the Union at the tri-lat. 
eral conference in Chicago last Novem. 
ber clearly setting forth its position jp 
the existing controversy. 

Hughes Speaks for South 


As president of the Southeastern Up. 
derwriters Association, Robert \N 
Hughes of Atlanta, at the request oj 
Commissioner Button, defined the posi. 
tion of that organization in the 6 states 
in which it operates, and in which the 
premiums approximate $50,000,000 ap. 
nually. A cardinal plank in the organi- 
zation is uniformity of commissions 
Nonaffiliated companies in the territory 
have never been discriminated against, 
and there are no excepted cities 

In recent years nonaffliz ited com- 
panies, through the payment of jp. 
creased commissions, have made serioys 
inroads upon the business of the S. E 

A. companies. To check this move. 
ment separation is now favored in the 
south, he stated, and asked that the 
commissioners aid in the purpose of the 
organization to hold acquisition costs 
within proper limits. 

Asks for Fair Play 


Mr. Hughes is southern manager oj 
= North America and being affiliated 

ith the oldest stock corporation in the 
pase ons said he had particular pride ip 
testifying to the stand ever taken by the 
British companies in supporting sound 
underwriting practices. They had met 
their every obligation, he continued, 
promptly and without quibble and he 
asked in return that Americans exten 
to them the same treatment we our. 
selves asked,’“namely, fair play.” They 
ask nothing more and they should get 
nothing less. 

Bill for Uniform Commissions 


Commissioner Button of Virginia 
who is a stickler for uniformity of com: 
missions the country over, advised that 
he had a bill drawn up for submission 
to the legislature of his state, forbid- 


any less commissions than were granted 
to agents of licensed companies any- 
where else in the country, and only 
stayed the progress of the measure t 
learn the outcome of the present con- 
ference. 


Shallcross Hits “Veto” 


Cecil F. Shallcross, United States 
manager of the North British & Mer 
cantile, securing the privilege of the 
floor, recited in outline the reasons that 
led up to the famous action taken at 
the Montreal gathering of the Union 
asserting that it was mainly because o 
the legislative veto power held by the 
Bureau, and declaring that if the agree: 
ment was not then formally abrogated 
it would soon fall of its own weight 
He denied most positively that the 
movement was the act of the British 
companies, though assuming entire per 
sonal responsibility for drafting and of 
fering the resolution which was pre 
pared after conference with a numbe 
of American company officials. 


Requires 90 Percent Vote 


At the request of the latter the legis 
lation was made mandatory, thus tt 
quiring a 90 percent vote to become 
operative, and obviating all charges o 
its being a move merely in the interes 
of the powerful companies. Speaking 
personally Mr. Shallcross said that ht 
had been a resident of this country 4 
years and a citizen for fifteen. As t 
the declaration of independence ht 
pointed out that the world famous do 
ument was drafted by Englishmen as? 
protest against the tvranical action @ 
their king and incidentally remarkei 
that John Drinkwater, the playwright 
was a former clerk in the London office 
of the North British & Mercantile. 


A semi-annual dividend of 75 cen 


plus a special dividend of a dollar 
share has been declared by the Insuran® 





Company of North America. 
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| COMMENT IS MADE ON SEPARATION ISSUE | 
NOW A PARAMOUNT ONE IN WEST | 


> 
} 
| 








HERE are numerous communica- 
T tions and resolutions coming in re- 

garding the separation issue be- 
tween the Western Union and Western 
Insurance Bureau. McKenzie Andrews, 
local agent at Colby, Wis., has written 
to his companies as follows: iz 


Your statements in general appear to 


pe correct, although we do not admit the | 


necessity of the 


“choice. 


agent making the 


jt appears that there are two groups 
vf fire insurance companies, one called 
the Union and the other the Bureau. 
Both groups are represented in this 
ygency. We wish to state, that both 
groups have paid us the same rate of 


ommission, namely 15, 20 and 25 percent. 
Therefore, there has been no incentive 
for partial service or an unequal distri- 
pution of business. 

We have the Home and Continental, 
pulwarks of strength to any agency. We 
iso have the American, Boston and other 
companies representing the opposite 
group. We consider that every company 
represented in this agency is financially 


responsible. Otherwise it would not be 

llowed to do business in Wisconsi 

illo nsin. 
Relationships Formed 

After a period of years during which 


losses have been promptly paid in a man- 
ner satisfactory to the assured, and the 
pest of service given to the agent, shall 
we say to the Home and to the Conti- 
nental, your services have not been satis- 
factory, or to the American and the Bos- 
ton, you have been tried and found 
wanting? 

All the field men have 
n their efforts to assist the agent to 
huild up his business, and friendships 
have been formed that should be lasting. 
Shall we then say to the agents of the 
Home or the Continental, “Depart from 


been untiring 


me, I know ye not.” This would be 
ngratitude. Shall we say to the agents 
f the American or the Boston, “Abide 


with me.” This would be unfair. 


Lincoln Is Quoted 


Before coming to actual strife, why 
not apply the thought of the immortal 
Lincoln, in his first inaugural address, 
n speaking of “separation”: 

“Physically speaking, we can not 
separate. We cannot remove the differ- 
ent sections from each other, nor build 
in impassable wall between them. A 
husband and wife may be divorced and 
go out from the presence and beyond 
the reach of each other, but the differ- 


ent parts of our country can not do this. 
They can not but remain face to face, 
and intercourse, cither amicable or 
hostile, must continue between them. Is 
it possible then, to make that inter- 
ourse more advantageous or more satis- 
factory after separation than before? 
Can aliens make treaties easier than 
friends can make laws? Can treaties be 
more faithfully enforced between aliens, 
than laws can amongst friends? 
“Suppose you go to war, you cannot 
fight always. When after much loss on 
both sides, and no gain on either, you 
cease fighting, the identical old questions 
as to the terms of intercourse are again 
upon you.” 

This can be applied to the present dif- 
ferences between the two groups. After 
the insurance commissioners have re- 
moved the bone of contention, and the 
‘Chinese dog and the Calico cat,” minus 


hair and fur are again replaced upon 
the Same old pedestal, you will have 
gained nothing. Through innumerable 


new agencies created and keen competi- 
tion, your heretofore loyal agents have 
ost much, 

As far as this agency is concerned, you 
must make the “choice,” and if the 
choice proves wrong, yours the blame. 
We trust that!) when you do make the 
hoice, it be not inspired by the organ- 
wed effort of your group of companies, 
out your own individual action, in which 
‘ase, when your special or field agent 
backs our supplies in his little old kit 


‘4g, We will be big enough to wish him | 


well in his future agency. 

Comment by Inspection Manager 
The branch manager of one of the 
state inspection bureaus makes the fol- 


Owing comment: 
No one seems to have come forward 


with a practicable solution to the Union- 
Bureau controversy, which, as probably 
the most momentous issue before the 
companies collectively at the present 
time, threatens serious chaos throughout 


the ranks of fire insurance—probably 
with more threatening confusion than 
| Was ever anticipated by either of the 
major organizations. 

As one outside the line-up of either 
agents, field men or company represen- 
tatives, I have followed with interest’ 
the development of the trouble as out- 
lined from time to time in The National 
Underwriter. I have been able to ob- 
serve the situation “from distance,” 
figuratively speaking, and I hope, with- 
out prejudice. 

Looking for a Remedy 

IT am confident that, even at this 

stage, all of the companies concerned 





}as previously 








would welcome any su 
that might prove a 
their difficulties. 


-stion of a plan 
practical solution to 
And there is no doubt- 





ing that the agents affected would 
eagerly consider any possible remedy. 

In fact, it seems to be the agent who 
is principally concerned as being the 
chief sufferer under the proposed “sepa- 
ration” program. He finds himself the 
“goat” as he has termed it He, then, 
would no doubt be willing to make any 
reasonable concession that would work 
toward preventing the disruption of his 
company affiliations, and bring peace 
once more out of the present chaos. I 
cannot believe that the agent, who is 
so vitally affected by the controversy, 
would refuse to make some concessions, 
simply because he would consider that 
the whole trouble is one in which he is 
the innocent party. He reeognizes the 
fact of a crisis at hand It is not of 
his making, but it is there. He will be 
the principal sufferer, he is sure. He 
will, therefore, do what he can, within 
reason, to assist in patching it up. 

Solution With the Agents 


There seems no hope of 
between the two company 
We must look elsewhere for the solu- 
tion. 3ut where to look? The place lies 
with the agent himself, according to my 
plan. 

The real issue seems to be this: The 
Union companies believe that they will 
not receive as large a volume of business 
from “mixed agencies” in which higher 
commissions are being paid by Bureau 
companies than by Union companies, as 
they would if uniform commissions were 


an adjustment 
organizations. 


being paid by all. Stripped of all sur- 
plus material, this seems to be the es- 
sence of the trouble. 

The difficulty has, in reality, passed 
from a controversy between the Union 
and 3ureau companies. That is. all 
passed. The issue now is separation. 
The Bureau companies are out of it. 
They have an interest in the procedure 
of separation, it is true, but they are, 
nevertheless, not active parties to the 
present phase of the trouble. It is the 
Union companies that are the_ sole 


aggressors now. 
upon separation. 


They have determined 
It is their fight. Yet, 
mentioned, it has become 
also the agents’ fight. In this respect 
the difficulty is fast becoming a contro- 
versy again, with the Union companies 
and the agents this time on the mat. 

It is then, with these parties that the 
solution necessarily lies. If there is to 
be any reconciling agreement, it must 
be between them. 


Union Companies and Agents 


Why not, then, an agreement between 
the Union companies and the agents? 
The companies are afraid they will lose 
business because of two scales of com- 
missions. The agents say this is not 
true. The companies decide upon separa- 
tion. The agents arise in opposition to 
compulsory action of this kind in the 
belief that it will result in serious con- 
fusion and loss to them, All right. 
Agents guarantee to your Union com- 
panies what you maintain as the fact— 
that they will receive their fair propor- 
tion of the business. You would surely 
be willing to do this. And surely, this 
would appeal to the Union companies as 
fair treatment, if what constitutes a fair 
proportion of the business can be deter- 
mined. 

And, fortunately, 
standard has been 


a reasonably 
established 


just 
Let the 











minimum proportion of business given , 
to the Union companies by mixed agen- | 
cies be determined by the proportion | 
given them during the period of the 
“gentlemen’s agreement” between the 
Bureau and Union companies. Would 
not that be a fair basis? 

Can it be done? It seems obvious that 
it can. This might be in the nature of 
a “gentlemen’s agreement.” Or it might 


be established through an individual 
contract with each mixed agency, with 
possibly periodical reports from the 


agency showing the relative distribution 
of its business. These details could be 
worked out later. 


Would it stifle reasonable competition 
between the companies? Not at all. 
They would still be privileged to com- 
pete with the other companies of their 
respective classes in the agency, or, if 
there were only one or two companies 
of a class in an agency they would re- 
ceive their fair proportion of the busi- 
ness merely by virtue of the agree- 
ment. 

Claims Plan Would Be Fair 

That, then, is the plan. Under it, the 
agent has nothing to lose and every- | 


thing to gain. He retains all of his com- 
panies and apportions his business to 
them, as Union or Bureau, according to 


a standard which he himself established 
As for the Union companies, the basis of 


their separation action is removed at 
once. They, too, have everything to gain 
and little, if anything to lose. It is need- 
less to review the losses in agency or- 
ganization and in business that would 
be prevented by an adjustment at the 
present time. As for the Bureau com- 
panies, they, as stated, are not direct 
parties to the present difficulty. They 
determined upon a definite program con- 


cerning commissions, to which they have 


held, and any subsequent action taken 
by the Union companies and the agents 
between themselves, would be merely 
consequential upon the Bureau's volun- 
tary decision. They could continue to 
pay the scale of commissions decided 
upon without being molested, and also 
without vitally affecting the position of 
the Union companies. 

It would, indeed, be a most gratifying 


achievement to obtain an amicable 
settlement of this great controversy at 
this moment, before much actual separa- 
tion has been accomplished. If this plan, 
or one that may be developed from the 
idea set forth, can be followed, no petty 
influences should stand in the way of 
its adoption. All prejudice should be 
absorbed in the greater idea of co-opera- 
tive endeavor, and all energies di- 
rected toward a wholesome e ffi- 
cient conduct of the business. 


as 
and 


Scheduled Meeting Postponed 


ATLANTA, GA., Jan. 16.—The 
uled meeting between a committee of 
state agents’ associations in six states 
governed by the S. E. U. A., and the con- 
ference committee of that body, to have 
been held in Atlanta, Wednesday of this | 
week, has been postponed according to 
announcement Monday. Such a step was 


sched- 


necessary, according to BE. A. Erwin of | 
the agents’ committee, and S. Y. Tupper | 
of the S. E. U. A., due to the absence of | 


some members of the latter committee, 
who are attending the conference of in- 
surance commissioners and underwriters 


which is being held in New York this 
week. j 

At a meeting of executives of the } 
agents, associations in six southeastern 


states held in Atlanta recently, a com- 
mittee was appointed to confer with the 
Southeastern Underwriters Association 
regarding the recognition of authorized 
local boards. The committees agreed on 
January 16 as the date for this confer- 
ence. Now that it has been postponed 
just when it will be held cannot be an- 
nounced according to chairmen of the 
committees. The future date they say 
depends largely upon results of the New 
York meeting and the return to Atlanta 
of members of the S. E. U. A. who at- 
tended that meeting. 








Improve Portland Conditions 


PORTLAND, ORE., Jan. 17.—More than 
1,000 old buildings have been condemned 
and about 600 wrecked since the cam- 
paign was started two years ago to 
eliminate fire hazards at Portland, ac- 
cording to Edward Grenfell, fire marshal 
of the city. “Over insured property is 
the greatest risk we have to contend 
with in Portland.” The fire marshal’s 
office last year apprehended seven fire- 
bugs. Mr. Grenfell points out that more 
church fires occurred in Portland during 
1923 than during the preceding 15 years. 
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PLANS OF INSURANCE AD MEN 


Executive Committee Working on Lon- 
don Program—Conference Grows 
in Popularity 


NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—At a meeting 
of the executive committee and stand- 
ing committee chairmen of the Insur- 
ance Advertising Conference in New 
York last week, it was reported that the 
conference now has117 members. While 
this showing was given credit for the 
untiring industry of the committee, 
headed by C. S. S. Miller of the North 
British & Mercantile, it was reported 
that a great many applications had been 
received unsolicited. Thirteen agency 
memberships are listed as well as those 
of the companies. Seven Canadian 
memberships are due to the efforts of 
Clifford Elvins of the Imperial Life of 
Toronto. , 

A. H. Reddall, advertising manager 
of the Equnitable Life of New York, 
is now working intensively as chairman 
of the program committee for the Lon- 
don meeting of the Advertising Clubs 
of the World to which the Insurance 
i Conference will send a 
representative, and it is hoped, a large 
delegation of its members. 

An exhibit similar to the one put up 
at St. Louis will be sent to the London 
conference. 

At a luncheon held at the Bankers’ 
Club, the advertising men were addressed 


| by Earle Pearson, chairman of the 
Educational Bureau of the Associated 
Advertising Clubs of the World and 


editor of “Associated Advertising.” 
Commenting on the London meeting he 


| said “The speakers for London are be- 


ing chosen with a view to having Ameri- 
can advertising, its methods and re- 


| sults, put before the British by the best 
| possible men.” : 
| Insurance Advertising Conference to at- 


He strongly urged the 


tend with a generous representation. 

Plans are now well under way toward 
the formation of an English insurance 
advertising body corresponding with the 
American conference. These people are 
being asked to contribute to the insur- 
ance exhibit. 

Members of the conference feel that 
much good has been accomplished by 
the inter-change of ideas and it is to 
be expected that through this medium 
new fields and better methods will be 
developed for insurance advertising. 


Edwards Is Now President 


Nelson J. Edwards has been made 
president of the Cincinnati Fire Under- 
writers Association. Other new direc- 
tors are Tavlor Goshorn and Robert D. 
Schmidt. These with Harry M. Alex- 
ander and Louis E. Bullock, who were 
the hold over members of the execu- 
tive committee will direct the associa- 
tion during 1924. 





Miscellaneous Notes 


General Manager W. E. Mallalieu, of 
National Board. is attending the annual 
meeting of the Underwriters Laboratories 
at Chicago. 

Franklin McVey Montgomery, _ local 
agent at Merrill, Wis., died at his home. 
Mr. Montgomery was prominent in local 
politics. 

A special committee has been named 
by the Buffalo Association of Fire Under- 
writers to consider the formation of a 
clearing house or other method of deal- 
ing with local brokerage situation. 

The Glen Cove Mutual of Glen Cove, 
N. Y¥., has been admitted to do fire and 
automobile business in Massachusetts 
and has appointed Smart & Flagg of 
Andover as agents. 


The field and engineering staff of the 
Continental who cover New England and 
New York held a conference at Pittsfield 
last Friday on invitation of Secretary 
William F. Dooley to discuss current 
conditions and plan for the coming year. 

The Archer & Archer and the Coopera- 
tive agencies of Huntington, W. Va.. 
have been purchased by E. S. Reeber of 
the same city, who will conduct all three 
offices under the title of the E. B. Reeber 
Company, with which P. E. Archer will 
be actively associated. 
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INCORPORATED 1824 


United States Fire Insurance Co. 


$ 2,000,000.00 
16,658,093.62 


Home Office 
110 William Street 
NEW YORK 


Capital - 
Assets - 


Western Department 
FREEPORT, ILL. 


Pacific Coast Dept. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 








DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 
Insurance Company 


231-233 John R. Street, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
GEO. K. MARCH, 5 aencaenee and Gen. Manager WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 
JAS. M. TEAHEN, Treasu: M. E. BLACK, Assistant Secretary 
ROBERT R. BUCKNELL, Assistant Secretary 








NATIONAL INSPECTION CO 


223 West Jackson Boulevard CHICAGO 
earing House for 
UNDERWRITING INFORMATION 


J. G HUBBELL, Mar. H. B. CHRISSINGER, Ass’t Mgr. 








INCORPORATED 1720 


ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE 


United States Branch, 83 Maiden Lane, New York 


E. C. STOKES, 
United States Manager 


GAYLE T. FORBUSH 
Associate Manager 


ARTHUR WALLER 


Assistant Manager 








INCORPORATED, 1:7 94 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF THE 





308-310 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


GUSTAVUS REMAK, JR., President JOHN J. P. RODGERS, Vice President and Treaserer 
SAMUEL P. RODGERS, Secretary J. H. GIFFORD, Secretary 
CASH CAPITAL. ..............cccceccccees $1,000,000.00 
IY vidi caccevncccisnctsencces .5,187,113.11 
SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS...... 2,068,338.42 


FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE, LIGHTNING, RENT, USE and OCCUPANCY 
INSURANCE. AGENTS WANTED WHERE NOT REPRESENTED. 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 








Nearly Fifty Years of success under same management 
INCORPORATED 1876 


THE OHIO MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Total Cash Assets $417,483.05 SALEM, OHIO Net Cash Surplus $296,727.19 
Losses Paid Since Organization, $1,480,796.59 


J. R. VERNON, President J. AMBLER, Secretary 








"ce ke egg Some Far in the Lead 
Company The fact that approximately 


one car out of every ten in 
iv Ohio is insured by The Great 
‘ Sy American is convincing evi- 
dence that this progressive in- 
stitution is “‘the people's fa- 
vorite automobile insurance 
company.” 






Ohio’s oy ee and Strongest 


Automobile Insurance Company 
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By G. A. 
R. M. NEVINS RESIGNS 
R. M. Nevins, assistant secretary of 


the National Liberty, has resigned. Mr. 
Nevins was formerly with the National 
Union and went with the National Lib- 
erty after W. G. Armstrong took hold 
and became the main underwriting fac- 
tor. Mr. Nevins for some time had been 
located at the western department in 
Chicago. He is regarded as first class 
material but belongs essentially to the 
M. J. Averbeck administration which 
lost control of the company. 
* * * 

GRAY WITH EUROPEAN 

The European General 
has appointed C. T. 
general manager. He 
ated with Fester, Fothergill & Hartung 
of New York City, United States mana- 
gers of the company, for the last seven 
years. While his duties will require his 
presence in London part of the time. 
he expects to be in New York most of 
the time assisting the United States of- 
fice. 


GENERAL 
Reinsurance 
Gray as assistant 
has been associ- 


* * * 
COX HEADS MARINE BOARD 
Douglas F." Cox of Appleton & Co. 
has been ele cted president of the Board 
of Underwriters of New York, the 


M NEW YORK 














WATSON 








marine organization. H. Bird of T Talbot, 
Bird & Co. was elected vice- president 
and Henry H. Reed of Platt, Fuller g 
Co., secretary. Frank H. Cauty was 
chosen treasurer. 
e @ ¢ 
CONSIDER CHANGES IN LAW 
New York agents and representative 
brokers had a joint conference with 
Superintendent Stoddard of New York 
this week regarding proposed changes 
in the state insurance laws. The pro. 
posal that a $500 bond be required oj 
brokers was favored. 
* 


* * 
KIRKER TAKES NORDISK 
John H. Kirker succeeds Paul Ff. 


Rasor as United States manager for the 
Nordisk Reinsurance of Copenhagen, 
Mr. Kirker was associated with Mr 
Rasor for the past three years, prior 
to which time he was an examiner jp 
the New York insurance department. 

*x * 


TO COORDINATE DEPARTMENT 

The Royal has established a special 
section in its New York office to co. 
ordinate the activities of the brokerage, 
improve risks and service department 
which hitherto have been more or less 
independent of one another. Charles A. 
Johnson will be in charge. 











' AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO | 





WOLFF MADE PRESIDENT 
Allan I. Wolff of Allan I. Wolff & 


Co., was elected president of the Chi- 
cago Board at its meeting last week. 
Lyman M. Drake of Critchell, Miller, 
Whitney & Barbour, retired after a suc- 
cessful administration. James I. Nagh- 
ten of John Naghten & Co., was chosen 
vice-president, and Alexander Smullan, 
treasurer. Mr. Drake was _ presented 


with a handsome gold watch and Geo. | 


R. Roberts, the retiring treasurer, was 


given a pair of platinum cuff links. | 
Three new members to serve on the 
executive committee were elected, they 
being John F. Stafford, Sun of Eng- 
land: E. R. Hurd, Home of New York, 
and H. C. Brummell of Brummel Broth- 
ers. 


It was decided to allow some 15 char- 
ter members to retain their Class 1 
memberships, although they had no sole 
agency nor do they qualify under the 
three agency rule. However, in defer- 
ence to these members it was felt wise 
to keep them on the roll. The rules, 
however, will apply to other Class 1 
members. Under the rules a Class 1 
member must have either a sole agency 
or have the agency of three companies. 
Under the new rules a company desig- 
nates a Class 1 member which will be 
a voting member. 

A further amendment was submitted 
extending the period of grace for vio- 
lation of the aualification rules from 30 
to 60 davs with an additional 30 days 
notice. This in effect restores the sec- 
tion to 90 days allowed before the 
amendment was passed at the special 
meeting in November. 

*x* *k x 
MADE PERSONNEL 


The western department of the Spring- 
field has appointed Miss Maud Westlake 
as personnel director, to have supervi- 
sion over all women in its employ. For 
the past six vears Miss Westlake has 
held the position of examiner for the 
states of Towa and Nebraska, to which 
position Kermit Hill has succeeded. 

* * * 


WESTCHESTER TO MOVE 


Sometime before May 1 the western 
department of the Westchester will re- 
move from its present quarters in the 
Fisher building in Chicago to the F. C. 
Austin building at 111 West Jackson 
boulevard. The company will occupy 


DIRECTOR 


| 
| 


| 


| the Chicago Board at 


the entire twelfth floor, and in making 
the change is considerably enlarging its 
space. The Westchester has been mak- 
ing substantial business gains in the west 
under the management of Walter E. Mil. 
ler, and for over a year has been seeking 
a more desirable office location for its 
western department. 
*k OK O* 

ACKERMAN SUCCEEDS McKIAN 

E. M. Ackerman, who has been editor 
of the insurance department of the Chi- 
cgao Journal of Commerce, has been ap- 


| pointed associate editor of the Insurance 


Post of Chicago, assisting Thomas R. 
Weddell. Mr. Ackerman succeeds P. | 
\V. McKian, who has been appointed in- 
surance editor of the Chicago Journal oi 
Commerce. 
.- - 

AND TORPE ATTENDING 

Lyman M. Drake of Critchell, Miller, 
Whitney & Barbour, who has just re- 
tired as president of the Chicago Board, 
and Augvst Torpe, Jr, are representing 
the important 


DRAKE 


| gathering in New York this week which 
|is being attended by company officials 
| and insurance commissioners and agents, 





costs, 
allied 


and at which the acquisition 
agency separation, and various 
problems are being discussed. 

*x* * * 
HERRICK & AUERBACH CURTAILING 


Herrick & Auerbach of Chicago, who 
for many years have conducted a general 
agency for a number of fire companies, 
are curtailing their operations by relin- 
quishing jurisdiction of a number 0 
states, and are now supervising territory 
contiguous to Chicago. J 

This change will mean a continuation 
of the present general agency business 
in a more limited way, and give Herrick 
& Auerbach more opportunity to de 
velop a growing local business in Chi 
cago.. 

*x* * * 
COOK COUNTY FIELD CLUB 


At the monthly meeting of the Cook 
County Field Club held last Monday t 
was decided to approve the proposed 
change to be made by the Chicago Board 
from rate books to a system of rate 
cards. This matter has been considered 
for some time. The members of the 
club expressed themselves as being oP 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 20) 
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Marquette National Fire Insurance Company 
CHICAGO 


F. J. MATRE 
Vice-Pres. 


ANTHONY MATRE 


NAPOLEON PICARD 
Pres. 


Sec’y- Treas. 


Great Western Underwriters 


Policies guaranteed by 


Great Western Fire Ins. Co. and Marquette National Fire Ins. Co. 
F. J. MATRE & CO., General Managers 


J \4) VAP AAA Aa A 
71" IV AV AV APAVAVAPAVAPAVAP AV AVP AP AVAP Av AYA AP aVAPAVAPAYAPAPAYAPAPaPAPAPAY AP AY APP AV AP AV AY AV AY AVAP AY APAVAP AP AY AV AY AY AP APAPAPAPAY AY APAPAY AP AP APAPAPAPAPAPAPAP ATA 


Pittsburgh Fire Insurance Company 


Underwriting Offices, Chicago 
F. J. MATRE, Pres. 
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In offering any of the above Companies to agents, 
we can guarantee capacity reinsurance facility. 
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Insurance Ca, 


OF NEW YORK 
47 BEAVER STREET 


FIRE - MARINE - AUTOMOBILE 











Great American 
Insurance Company 


New Dork 


INCORPORATED 1872 


STATEMENT JANUARY 1, 1923 


$12,500,000.00 


RESERVE FOR ALL OTHER LIABILITIES 


19,816,417.87 
13,017,077.35 
45,333,495.22 


LOSSES PAID POLICYHOLDERS 


143,654,333.86 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
CHICAGO 




















All Risks Insurance 


on Personal Jewelry 


Loss by Theft is covered under the All Risks 
insurance on Personal Jewelry — Personal 
Furs may be included. 


‘All risks’ insurance also covers loss by 
Fire, Burglary, Robbery and Hold-up and 
the insurance applies in the Home, on the 
Streets, while Traveling and Elsewhere 
throughout the world. 


A.F SHAW 
| & 
COMPANY 


Insurance Exchange Chicago. Ill 














AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18) 


posed to charging Class 2 agents any- 
thing for the cabinet which will be in- 
stalled as a part of the card system in 
each agent’s office. It was stated that 
many agents are not now using the rate 
book service, and that undoubtedly many 
will not use the card form. Class 2 
agents will be circularized and asked 
whether they wish to have the card sys- 
tem installed, and those who desire it 
should not, in the opinion of the Cook 
County Field Club members, be charged 
anything. 
* « . 
LOSSES HEAVIER 


Western department offices report that 
losses have greatly increased within the 
past few weeks. Companies are com- 
plaining over the present high loss ra- 
tio. It is the general opinion that the 
increase in claims is the result of the 
cold weather which has prevailed 
throughout most of the western terri- 
tory for the past fortnight. Losses 
were comparatively light during Decem- 
ber so that the marked change has been 
greatly noted. 

* * 
UNIFORM PRINTING OFFICERS _ 


George H. Bell, western manager of 
the National of Hartford, has become 
president of the Uniform Printing & 
Supply Company of Chicago. Walter 
E. Miller, Westchester; Herbert A 
Clark, National Liberty, and Frank S. 
Danforth, Millers National, are made 





vice-presidents. Rudolph Belcher, map 
ager of the Western Insurance Bureay 
is elected secretary and assistant treas. 
urer. J. Barbour Gray continues as gen. 
eral manager. The new directors are 
Mr. Bell, Mr. Clark, Mr. Miller, Elwin 
W. Law of the Royal and William Wol. 
laeger of the Concordia. Waite Bliye, 
of the Firemen’s of Newark takes th, 
place of President Neal Bassett of the 
company on the board. C. R. Tuttle g 
the North America succeeds John F 
Stafford of the Sun as a director. 
ee 8 
CAN CONTINUE IN BLUE GOOSE 
Members of the Blue Goose who drop 


| out of the insurance business need no 
| necessarily drop their membership in the 





order, according to information just sen; 
out to various ponds by Paul E. Rudg 
grand wielder of the goose quill of the 
order. As long as the new business jp 
which the member engages is honorable 
and his dunes are kept up, his right to 
membership in the order is as strong as 
that of any active insurance underwriter 
“Once a Blue Goose, always a Blre 
Goose so long as an honorable busines; 
is followed and dues are paid” is the 
motto supplied to ganders by the grand 
wielder. 
* * * 

Affeld, Tonk & Co., of Chicago haye 
been appointed agents of the United 
Firemen’s. 

2 * 

John A. Neale, the new chief engineer 
of the Chicago Board, assumed his new 
position Tuesday. 














_CHANGES IN THE FIELD + 








ARRANGEMENTS BY ST. PAUL 





Fills Field Vacancies in Northwest 
Minnesota and Northwest and 
Northeast Iowa 





A rearrangement in its Minnesota and 
Iowa fields is announced by the St. Paul 
Fire & Marine. C. J. Wittbecker has 
been appointed special agent of the com- 
pany in northwest Minnesota. He for- 
merly traveled for the St. Paul in South 
Dakota. 

A. H. Alexander becomes special 
agent of the company in northwest Iowa. 
He was formerly a local agent of the 
St. Paul at Kamrar, Ia. 

N. P. McGovern becomes special 
agent in northeast Iowa. Mr. McGov- 
ern has been doing per diem work for 
the St, Paul in connection with his local 
agency at Rochester, Minn. 


J. L. Galbreath 


J. L. Galbreath of Topeka, Kan., who 
has served the National Fire in Kansas 
as special agent for some 20 years, 1s 
retiring from active work. 

“Uncle Joe,” as he is affectionately 
called by all the “boys,” is nearing his 
77th birthday. Thirty-eight years, or 
half of his life, has been put in “on the 
road.” He was with the Shawnee Fire 
18 years and when that company was 
absorbed by the National Fire, he went 
with it, 

In both years and service he is one of 
the oldest field men in Kansas but is 
still young in spirit. 


James J. Shannon 


James J. Shannon, for several years 
engineer for the North British fleet with 
headquarters at St. Louis, has been ap- 
pointed state agent in Kentucky for the 
Pennsylvania and Mercantile, succeed- 
ing Robert M. Hall. Mr. Shannon will 
make his headquarters at Louisville. He 
has been prominent in the central west- 
ern territory, having traveled in Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Arkansas, Oklahoma and 
southern Illinois. He has been wielder 
, of the goose quill for the St. Louis pond 
of the Blue Goose, which post he has 
now resigned due to his removal from 
St. Louis to Louisville. 











REARRANGES NEW YORK FIELD 


Firemen’s of Newark Announces 
Changes and New Appointments 
in That State 


The Firemen’s of Newark has rear- 
ranged its New York field forces. C. A. 
Baldwin, who has been special agent 
for the Firemen’s, Girard and Mechan- 
ics for the entire state except subur- 
ban territory, has now taken on the sv- 
burban field only for the three com- 
panies. E, H. Hornbostel, who has 
been superintendent of agents for the 
Fuso Marine & Fire, prior to that with 
the National Liberty, has been ap- 
pointed special agent for the Firemen’s 
for eastern New York and also for 
Svracuse, Rochester and Buffalo. He 
will make his headquarters in Brook- 
lyn. George C. Leidfried, who has been 
an examiner for the Tokio Marine & 
Fire and for the Standard of New York, 
has been appointed special agent for 
the Firemen’s in Western New York, ex- 
cept the three cities taken by Mr. Horn- 
bostel. Mr. Leidfried was with the 
Aachen & Munich before the war. 
P. M. Taylor, a graduate rater and in- 
spector from the Underwriters Associa- 
tion of the Middle Department, has 
bene appointed special agent of the 
Girard and the Mechanics for the entire 
state except suburban territory. L. T 
Mathews of New York will continue as 
special agent of the National Ben 
Franklin for the entire state except 
New York suburban territory. 


Charles Y. Bean 


Charles Y. Bean, formerly state agent 
of the Norwich Union in Indiana, has 
been appointed executive special agent 
of the Union Insurance Company 0 
Indianapolis. Mr. Bean has a wide ac 
quaintance in Indiana. He is very fa 
milar with the Dean schedule. The at- 
tomobile and casualty field work for the 
Union will be handled by E. H. Shi! 
as heretofore. 





A. F. Holden 


A. F. Holden, Jr., who has been com 
nected with McCargar, Bates & Lively 
at Portland, has resigned to become 
special agent for the Springfield Fire 
& Marine. He takes the post left v 
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Frame a Panel 
Agency Si ons 


Hand-finished wood panel agency signs like those 
shown here are the most effective advertising for 
insurance companies. 


In beautiful natural wood finish they have an im- 
pressive dignity that adds to the prestige of the sign 
in a way that scarcely any other publicity can. 


Any trade-mark design or lettering, no matter how 
elaborate, can be reproduced on them in beautiful oil 
colors and gold. They do not become soiled or 
broken, are easily cleaned, and last for years. Thus 
an investment in this kind of advertising can be 
considered as being distributed over a long period. 


A large service department experienced in handling 
this type of work is at your service, and we shall be 
pleased to submit samples and suggestions without 
any obligation whatever. 
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cant by William Harnan, who has gone 
to the San Francisco offices of the com- 
pany. George Houghton, formerly spe- 
cial agent tor the Home at Portland, 
has taken the vacancy left by the resig- 
nation ef Mr. Holden. 


J. N. Brushingham 


J. N. Brushingham has been appointed 
special agent for the Continental in 
Wisconsin, to assist State Agent R. T. 
Miller. Mr. Brushingham will cover the 
southern part of the state and make his 
headquarters in Milwaukee. He has been 
with the Continental in the Illinois field 
for the past two years, going into this 
field from the office of Marsh & McLen- 
nan. Mr. Brushingham succeeds J. E. 
Rassmussen, who has resigned to go 
into local agency work in Madison. 





H, M. Benjamin 


The Central Fire of Baltimore has 
been licensed in New Jersey and began 





operations there Jan. 2. H. M. Benja- 
min, who has been special agent of the 
company for Pennsylvania, has been 
named as special agent for both states. 
The Central, which for many years op- 
erated only in Maryland and Virginia, 


has during recent months spread its | 


activities to New York, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia and now to New Jersey. 
_ 





Illinois Fire Statement 


The annual statement of the Illinois 
Fire of Peoria, shows assets $525,885; 
capital $200,000; net surplus $129,959. 
The assets increased $45,515; reinsur- 
ance reserve $42,863 and net surplus 
$5,507. Since organization the company 
has paid in losses $6,500,000. The pre- 
mium receipts gained about 35 percent. 
The unpaid losses in the statement 
amount only to $6,188. The Illinois 
Fire had a very excellent year, reflecting 
credit on the management. 


| cotton 





North America Promotions 


At the meeting of the board of di- 
rectors of the Insurance Company of 
North America last week, Charles W. 
Johnson, who has been general agent 
in charge of the improved risk depart- 
ment, was elected assistant secretary of 
the company. Ludwig C, Lewis, who 


-has been local manager of the marine 


department of New York, and G. Briton 
Lucas, who has been manager of the 
department, were also elected 
assistant secretaries at this meeting. 





Will Enter South Dakota 


Directors of the National Security Fire 
of Omaha at their annual meeting last 
week decided to enter the company in 
South Dakota. When this is done the 


company will be established in 43 states. 


All of the old officers and directors of 
the company were reelected. 
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Organized 1859 


Losses paid since organization over 54 millions. 


DISTINCTIVE AGENCY SERVICE IS MAKING THE NATIONAL 


" NATIONAL LIBERTY 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


Head Office: 709 Sixth Avenue, New York Western Department: 207 North Michigan Boulevard, Chicago 
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MAN IN HIS HOME TOWN. _ THINK IT OVER! 
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Its Name Indicates Its Character. 
Operating Along Sound Lines. 


American National Fire Insurance 


Company 
Capital $500,000 


CHAUNCEY B. BAKER, President 


Progressive, Yet Conservative. 


COLUMBUS, 
OHIO 


JOHN A. DODD, Secretary 











CREATES DEPENDENCE 


BAILEY POINTS OUT DANGER 





European System of Government 
Causes Men to Look to the State 


for Assistance 





INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 15,~ 
Prof. William B. Bailey, economist of 
the Travelers, in his talk before the 
Indiana Insurance Federation said today 
that in the countries abroad every con. 
tingency is guarded by state insurance 
or by some form of state help. People 
are dependent upon the state. They 
look to the state to protect them jp 
case of sickness, disability, death, un. 
employment and old age. Therefore. 
the state is the big thing. The indj- 
vidual is absolutely dependent. This js 
not the case on this side of the water. 
Professor Bailey said that once the 
state gets into the insurance business 
in the United States the conditions as 
in Europe will soon develop here. 

Points Out the Difference 


Professor Bailey said that there js 
difference between liberty and equality, 
The German system for example lauds 
equality. The American slogan js 
liberty. He said that this can be illus- 
trated by starting 100 men on a five 
mile race. At the end of the race these 
men will be found all along the course. 
There will probably be two of three 
in the lead. Then they will be followed 
by a few more. The rest will lag behind 
even as far as four miles’ or so. In order 
to bring about equality it would be 
necessary to handicap the leaders so 
that they would be brought back to the 
same pace as the last one in the race. 
That illustrates, he said, the system in 
the old country. 


Individual Initiative Granted 


The United States gives everybody 
liberty. A man’s success depends on 
his own resources and his individual 
initiative. He said that there is a fair 
race for everyone in this country. Peo- 
ple here believe in individual responsi- 


bility. The political cleavage in this 
country, he said, is vertical and nor 
horizontal. That is, in one _ political 


party there are all classes of people. 
The danger comes, he said, when one 
party is made up of one social class. 
In this way the United States has kept 
away from state social insurance. 
Professor Bailey said that when once 
a nation attempts to guarantee men 
against their folly, they will create 
fools. He is opposed, therefore, to un- 
employment insurance. He said it 
simply serves to promote idleness. It 
has caused a tremendous financial bur- 
den for Great Britain. He urged insur- 
ance to clean its own house whenever 
it was necessary and not ask an in- 
vestigating committee to do it. 











Personal Jewelry and Furs 


“ALL RISK” cover against loss or damage wherever located 





and in any situations. | 
Rates and Form Attractive. 


MARSH & MCLENNAN 


175 W. Jackson Boulevard, CHICAGO 
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PHILOSOPHY GIVEN IN TABLOID FORM | 
BY ONE OF THE LEADING PUBLICITY MEN 








an 
HAUNCEY “Sun Shine” Miller, 
C publicity manager of the North 
3ritish & Mercantile, has often 


scintillated at banquets and in_presid- 
ing over different symposiums. He was 
one of the speakers at Indianapolis 
Tuesday during the celebration of “In- 
diana Insurance Day,” his subject being 

“The Agent As a Self-Starter. Mr. 
Miller at this time made a reputation for 
himself as an epigrammatist. His ad- 
dress abounded in sapient suggestions, 
proverbs and primitive philosophy in 
tabloid form. Some of the sparks that 
came from his anvil are as follows: 

o 2.s 

Really, the world is divided into two 
sets of individuals—leaners and pushers. 

Practically all automobiles are self 
starters. Even the best, however have 
to have gas, oil and an electric spark to 
make them work. The impelling power 
of gasoline, (energy) the oil of human 
understanding, (tact) and the divine 
spark (initiative) are necessary for even 
a self-starter to function. 

The power of locomotion differenti- 
ates animal from vegetable existence. 
To get there one must keep moving. To 
wear out one’s soles in hustling forever 
beats superannuating the seats of the 
trousers in contemplative wistfulness. 

Tracts not 
trudging. 

Salvation is free, but the word must 
be uttered to save the damned. All 
the clever printed cami shot into an 
agent's receptive hands by publicity 
paragons and advertising adepts cannot 
produce really satisfying results until 
the solicitor has fired the ammunition 
at his own targets through the barrels 
of his own forceful personality, guided 
by the sights experience and judgment 
have provided. 


are as efficacious as 


* * 


Selling the greatest service vouch- 
safed mankind is not an indoor sport. 

Lantern slides beat labial lectures. 

No honest man, sane and sober, asks 
for insurance. 

To advertise is to advert—eyes: to 
attract attention to your wares. 

Look up, be optimistic! Look out; be 
futuristic. The mole has never been 
adopted as a national emblem. The 
eagle has. 

Fear is no longer a factor in insurance 
soliciting. 

a * 7 

Today the 21st century methods mark 
the printed selling talks of the up-to-the- 
instant insurance man. He stresses his 
knowledge of all covers and his readi- 
ness to obtain lower rates through care- 
ful inspections, and certain indemnity 
by proper endorsements. 

While Torrent Hose Company No. 1 
is still playing softly on the ruins of the 
cider mill or motion picture house, the 
“Evening Rush Light” carries along 
side the four-column cut of the confla- 
gration the dazzling fact that the High 
Speed Insurance Agency of our fellow 











CHAUNCEY SUN SHINE MILLER 


Publicity Director North British & 
Mercantile 


townsmen, “Payallup & Settle have the 
loss adjustment well advanced.” 
* * 

The big city agent, the small town 
agent, the rural agent, did, does, and 
will continue to do straight fire insur- 
ance, but the farm house, the village 
store, the city skyscraper are illumi- 
nated today with electric lights, not can- 
dies. The wide awake insurance man 
long ago realized that fire insurance 
commissions alone would not butter his 
bread, much less put jam on it. 

The modern insurance agent writes 
fire insurance of course, but he hustles 
for 57 other varieties. If he doesn’t 
he’s in a pickle more acidulous than any 
of Mr. Heinz’s melanges. 

* *k * 

Obviously, the agent in the urban 
field has many more prospects than the 
fellow who has to root, hog or die in 
the corn fields. Moreover the fast in- 
creasing proportion of prospects in 
urban localities multiplies in geometri- 
cal measure the opportunities of the 
insurance salesman. 

very dwelling is a beehive prospect. 
Honey is carried thither and sweet pros- 
pects arise from the selected risks. The 
undertaker and the busy bee may “Say 
it with flowers.” Mr. Abel Agent must 
do it with tobasco. 

The self starter agent carries a varie- 
gated car full of insurance wares. Nearly 
a score of the covers are provided by 
his fire companies. More than a score 
of other varieties are furnished by his 
casualty companies. 

Not only the lively life agent but the 
fire and casualty man cleverly remem- 
bers his customers’ birthdays with a 
greeting. 








Evans Made Assistant Secretary 


John C. Evans, who has been senior 
special agent under General Agent D. 
D. McLarry of Dallas, Tex., has been 
made assistant secretary of the Home 


of New York at its home office. Mr. 
Evans will be with Secretary H. G. 
Ford in the southern department. Mr. 


Evans has always been in the insurance 
business, his first job having been with 
the Texas Fire Prevention Association 
in 1908. In 1913 he went with the Fire- 
mans Fund as a special agent. In 1915 
he went with the Home as a special 
agent. Since 1918 he has been senior 
special agent under General Agent Mc- 
Larry at Dallas. 


The North American Reassurance of 

New York has been admitted to Massa- 
chusetts to do a reinsurance business 
ply. E. J. Dexter of Springfield has 
een appointed Massachusetts agent. 





Must Rehear Marine Case 


NEW YORK, Jan. 9.—Holding that the 
retirement of the third arbitrator in the 
dispute between the Marine Office of 
America against the New Jersey, prior to 
rendering decision nullified the latter 
action, the New York supreme court has 
set aside the award, and the case will 
have to be reheard by a full complement 
of arbitrators. The dispute arose from 
the claim of the Marine Office for ap- 
proximately $275,000 against the New 
Jersey upon a line of business cancelled 
by the latter for alleged misrepresenta- 
tion of material facts. 





Alliance Announces Dividend 


The directors of the Alliance last Fri- 
day announced a semi-annual dividend of 
75 cents per share and an extra dividend 
of 25 cents per share, payable Jan. 23 to 
stockholders of record at the close of 
business Jan. 21, 1924. 








IS TOO MUCH PROBING — 
OF HONEST BUSINESS 


Thomas R. Marshall, Former Vice- 
President of the United States, 
Banquet Speaker 


KICK SCOUNDRELS OUT 


Brilliant Affair Closes the Celebration of 
“Indiana Insurance Insurance Day” 
—Over 700 Were Present 


INDIANAPOLIS, JAN. 15—There 
were 700 people present at the banquet 
tonight closing the celebrationn of “In- 
diana Insurance Day,” one of the most 
unique business gatherings in the history 
of the state. Claris Adams, the well 
known insurance attorney, presided as 
toastmaster. He announced that Frank 
M. Chandler, who had acted as general 
chairman and is president of the Insur- 
ance Federation of Indiana, had already 
engaged the Claypool hotel for three 
days next January for a similar gather- 
ing which will be even larger and more 
extensive. Mr. Chandler was paretaes 
and given a mighty ovation. He did ; 
wonderful piece of work in planning this 
day. 


Thomas R. Marshall Speaks 


The chief speaker of the evening was 
Thomas R. Marshall, former vice- pres- 
ident of the United States, who talked 
very plainly to the insurance men. He 
said that big business unfortunately has 
gotten on the black list of the pe ople at 
large. Business has gotten away from 
‘the old simple forms into corporate life 
with its great complexity. The states 
all have different laws governing corpor- 
ations. There is no uniformity. A cor- 
poration can do something in one state 
that it cannot do in another. There has 
been no attempt to have uniform corpor- 
ation laws he said. Commissions and 
bureaus are organized one after another 
to try to straighten out business. Mr. 
Marshall said that he was opposed to 
these commissions. The federal and 
state governments are over commis- 
sioned now. There is not only a big 
expense involved but business is ham- 
rered by their work. 


Two Classes of Business Men 


Mr. Marshall said there are just two 
classes of men in business, those who 
are honest and those who are scoundrels. 
Honest men he said should be let alone 
because they will do their business on 
the square. Scoundrels should be appre- 
hended and sent to the pentitentiary, 
Mr. Marshall said that the government 
is trying to interfere in every line of 
business. He said that he had watched 
the effort to regulate honest business 
and in his opinion it had proved a fail- 
ure. Mr. Marshall said that in his opin- 
ion 90 percent’ of the men engaged in 
business today are strictly honest. 


Three Recommendations Given 


The speaker said that insurance men 
for example cannot stop regulation and 
investigations unless in the first place 
they give genuine publicity to their 
business. He advised the insurance men 
to be frank, have the people understand 
better what their business means and 
what it is doing, tell the truth, elimin- 
ate every possible scoundrel from the 
business. He said it is the scoundrels 
who cause the harm and elicit investi- 
gation. 

In the next place he said that the in- 
surance men should band themselves to- 
gether, should work with the insurance 
commissioners, should aim at uniform 
laws. In their organized life they 
should make themselves known. He 
said that the only way to take the gov- 
ernment out of insurance is to so con- 
duct it that the.people will be satisfied 








May F ind | eles Suit. 


Button in the Bureau 


RNEST PALMER, general counsel 
of the Chicago Board, got off a 
clever story at the banquet in Indian- 
apolis Tuesday night at the close of 
the “Indiana Insuranée Day” program. 
Mr, Palmer said that a bride and groom 
were on their honeymoon. The bride- 
groom lost a button off one of his gar- 
ments. The two searched around the 
hotel room but could not find it. The 
bride not being well versed in repair- 
ing men’s wear, concluded that she 
would sew up the button hole. This 
led Mr. Palmer to make the following 
observations: “Sometime the loss of a 
button leads to mysterious paths. In 
these days, it would pay a man to make 
a search if for example he lost a button 
off his Union suit. I believe that it 
might be possible to locate that button 
in the Bureau.” 


Conn Not Contemplating 
Ruling on Separation 


Harry L. Conn, insurance superin- 
tendent of Ohio, desires to correct the 
impression that the Ohio department 
was about to issue an order designed to 
curb separation activities in Ohio. Re- 
garding his attitude on this question Mr. 
Conn writes to THe Nationa UnpeEr- 
WRITER as follows: 

the 
National 
to the 


Regarding 
of The 
relative 


statement in the issue 
Underwriter of Jan. 10, 
Union-Bureau, reading in 
part as follows: “It was also reported to 
Mr. Baker that Commissioner Conn of 
Ohio was about to make a ruling on sep- 
aration similar to that’ promulgated in 
Kansas,” will say that while I have been 
a very close observerof the separation 
question, having read all of the docu- 
ments in connection therewith, and hav- 
ing been advised personally by officials 
of both groups as to their attitude and 
purposes, as even as having information 
from various other sources, this depart- 
ment has taken no stand, and I have 
intimated to no one my view of the legal 
and other questions involved. 

I am prepared, of course, 
department should have 
proceed accordingly at the proper time, 
but meantime any statements given out 
as to my views or intended procedure 
are wholly unauthorized. 

Will you kindly make suitable correc- 
tion in your next issue? My hope is that 


if the Chio 
jurisdiction, to 


the New York meeting today, or the 
meeting in Chicago next week, if held, 
will see all questions composed and we 
shall all of us get on the way to make 
1924 a record breaker, not only as to 
volume 


of business but as to good will. 


to let it go ahead and feel sure that it 
is functioning as it should. 
Magnitude of Insurance Seen 


Mr. Adams said that the large at- 
tendance and the numerous meetings on 
insurance day have enabled insurance 
men to demonstrate to themselves and 
to others the magnitude of their busi- 
ness. He said that insurance needs a 
business consciousness. He stated that 
it meant a bigger vision for agents to 
get their noses out of rate books and 
see their business as an _ institution. 
They do not realize how great insurance 
is. It goes into every line of endeavor. 
He said that the business is worth 
studying, worth appreciating and worth 
practicing in the best way. 

The other speakers were Ernest Pal- 
mer, manager of the Chicago Board: 
James Victor Barry, fourth vice-presi- 
dent of the Metropolitan Life, and Presi- 
dent Edson S. Lott of the United States 
Casualty. 





John F. Stafford to Speak 


The Cincinnati Insurance Society will 


meet at the Hotel Alms, Jan. 24, at 
6:00 P. M. John F. Stafford, western 
manager of the Sun and most loyal 


grand gander of the Blue Goose is to 
address the meeting on the subject of 
“Opportunity.” A special invitation has 
been sent to all state and field men in 
Ohio to attend ‘this monthly meeting 
and dinner. 























| COMMISSIONERS OF THE MIDDLE WEST GIVE 
VIEWS ON SEPARATION AND COMMISSIONS | 
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N view of the importance of the action 
now being taken and to be taken by 
the insurance commissioners in regard 











to separation and the question of com- 

missions in si illed Western Union 
territory, inquiry was made this week 
yy THe NATIONAL [ ERWRITER Of a 

number of the commissioners in that 

territory regarding thei on these 
juestions. 

William R iker, Kansas superinten- 
lent of insurance, who brought about the 
present ri stl l illed the neeting 
yt mid-we commissi rs in Chicage 
next week, is con ted to a spe- 
ific pla ntended » en le separation 
var betwe > Weste 1 Union and the 
Wester Insurance Bur i He is not 


id 





bound to rt ard commis- 
sion scak for the l But he is 
firmly of the belief that the so-called sep- 
ration rule should not be enforced and 
ilso that there should not be an) differ- 
ential commissions allowed in mixed 
ig¢ cle Ss 

“While I wish to be as frank as pos 
sible, I feel that the successful outcome 
of the meeting of the sub-committee of 
the Convention fire committee in New 
York and the proposed meeting of the 
commissioners of the 15 states in West- 
ern Union territory in Chicago, Jan. 21, 
depends to a degree, at least, upon news- 
paper discussions of the subjects to be 
considered being restricted to facts 
rather than opinions,” said Mr. Baker 


Commission Question 
Will Be Discussed 


“Undoubtedly the matt agents’ 
commissions, including the. proposition 
suggested by some of the commissioners 
of a flat commission or a flat commis- 
sion and a contingent commission, will 
be discussed at both of these meetings. 
The primary object to compensate 
the agent properly for the services ren- 
dered. Probably the graded scale, the 
flat commission, or the combination of 
a flat commission and a contingent com- 
mission would do this. 

“Undoubtedly it is within the province 
of the supervising officials of the states 
to inquire into the reasonableness of the 
acquisition cost. However it is my opin- 
ion that we should not lose sight of the 
fact that there are other elements enter- 


ot 
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ing into the expense ratio of the com- 
panies, nor should we, in our effort to 
obtain the proper ratio between ex- 
penses, losses, and premium income, do 


an injustice to the producers of the busi- 
ness. My experience as a local agent 
has rendered me firm in the conviction 
that the present income of the average 
local agent, not considering excepted 
cities of course, is fully and completely 
earned. 


Calls Enforcement of 
Separation Rule Unfair 


“The enforcement of the so-called sep- 
aration rule, on its face, is not an equit- 
able and proper method of retaliation 
against the payment of differential com- 
missions in the same agency. It is not 
fair to assume that the local agent does 
not have the best interests of his busi- 
ness at heart. The agency forces 
throughout the United States are prac- 
tically uniform in the expressed opinion 
that differential commissions should not 


be paid in the same agencies. At our 
hearing on Dec. 19 some of our most 
important agents stated that they had 


not and would not accept a higher scale 
of commissions from one company than 
from another. To disrupt such agencies 
solely because of a dispute between two 
organizations of companies brought on 
primarily by the precipitate action of 
both, and by this I mean the unexpected 
result of the Montreal meeting of the 
Union and the counter attack of the Bu- 
reau in immediately offering the Bureau 
scale of commissions in mixed agencies, 
is cert: uinly unfair to such agencies. On 
the other hand, it can not be expected 
that one company will. sit idly by and 
permit another to reap the benefit of an 
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increased business because of 
nissions. 
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Business Interwoven 
With Public Interest 
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Che situation can be sum med up 
these words. All fire insurance com. | 
panies must realize once and for all t hat | 
their business is so interwoven with pub- 
lic interest and pul welfare that the 
disruption of that ess cannot be |, 

rmitted under any circumstances by | 
S e within or om withot 
“Personally the very highest | 
opinion of the ability, and the |} 
sincerity of t lissioners of the | 
15 states involved in this controversy. I | 
believe that concerted action growing 
out of a meeting of these commissioner 
will be based absolutely upon a fair and 
irtial co nsider ation of the present 
position of Union, Bureau, and non-affil- 
iated companies, the necessity for the 
continued existence of our agency sys- | 
tem, and proper compensation to the 
agents, and last, but by no means least, 


the assurance of the proper service, and 
reasonable cost theretor, to the insuring 
public of the country. 


Pays High Tribute to 
Attitude of Companies 


“I wish to make public testimonial to 
the spirit in ics Union and Bureau 
representatives dealt with me during our 
conferences in Chicago. Both organiza- 
tions realize the possibilities of the pres- 
ent situation, aol both organizations are 
doing everything possible, consistent 
with their positions, to obtain an amic- 
able nce eye There is a possibility, 
course, that the armistice will not re- 
sult in a definite and permanent settle- 
ment of existing difficulties, but if that 
result does not follow, I am certain that 
it will not be because of the failure of 
the commissioners to tender their good 
offices in a spirit of full and complete 
impartiality.” 


ot 


McMurray Not Fully 
in Accord With Baker 


Thomas S. McMurray, insurance com- 
missioner of Indiana, is in hearty accord 
with the ruling of Commissioner Baker 
of Kansas as it affects separation and 
wired him to that effect after his ruling 
was announced, and states that it is 
probable he will make a similar ruling 
in Indiana if the separation controversy 
is not settled by the companies them- 
selves. He will take no action until the 
outcome of the conference to be held in 
Chicago is determined. 

Mr. McMurray does not favor the 
Kansas ruling on commissions to be paid 
agents. His idea on this point favors 
a 20 percent flat commission to agents 
on all classes of risks and no contingent 
with a maximum acquisition cost of 38 
percent. He pares that, allowing 50 
percent for losses, 5 percent for under- 
writing profits, 3 percent for conflagra- 
tion reserve and 38 percent for acquisi- 
tion cost would total 96 percent which 
would leave 4 percent leeway for con- 
tingencies, a margin which, in his opin- 
ion, would be approved by the public. 
He would leave premium rates as they 
are 


Says Contingent Plan 
Would Not Work Out 


Theoretically, Mr. McMurray says the 
contingent plan of commission for 
agents is ideal but he is convinced that 
it does not work out in practice because 
a number of companies are represented 
by a single agent. This tends to cause 
the agent who has an unfavorable ex- 
perience for one of his companies early 
in the year to throw business for the 
rest of the year to other companies in 
his office where the experience has been 
more favorable. 

As toa settlement between Union and 
Bureau companies on the separation 
problem he does not favor the plan pro- 
posed by either group but as outlined 


| forth 


| other 





sentation in the agency. 
— 


Olsness Strongly Behind 
Wells of Minnesota 


Commissioner S. A. Olsness of North 
Dakota says relative to acquisition cost 
and commissions in fire insurance: 

“I wish to go on record as 
heartedly seconding Commissioner 
W. Wells of Minnesota on the 
subject. His views are excellently set 
in his met norandum regardi ng 
purpose of resolution adopted by the Na- 
tional Convention of Insurance Commis- 
sioners, New York meeting, 
1923, 

“IT believe the 


George 






Dec. 5, 


groups involved in the 
present controversy, the insurance com- 
panies both Uni ion and Bureau and the 
Association of Insurance Agents, will ac- 
Commissioner Wells’ plan or some 

agreement at the conference in 
New York. At least it is my fond hope 
that some agreement may be effected 
which will end a war that, like all wars 
can be only detrimental to all concerned. 

“T can not refrain, however, to com- 
ment in this connection upon the incon- 
sistency of the agents, who seem to be 
quite alarmed at ag open shop attitude 
of the companies in bre: aking away from 
union rates of commissions. The 
chances are that nine out of every ten 
are advocates of the open shop—in every 
other vocation except their own. But 
they are none the less perfectly human.” 


cept 


Mrs. Fairchild of 
Nebraska Gives Views 


“IT stand with Commissioner Wells of 
Minnesota with respect to uniform com- 
missions for fire agents,” said Mrs. 
Mary A. Fairchild, head of the Nebraska 
insurance department, “and I am in 
hearty sympathy with the plan proposed 
by the fire committee of the National 
Convention of a joint committee, on 
which the agents shall be represented, 
for the purpose of agreeing upon what 
that scale shall be. 

“Owing to the fact that the Nebraska 
law does not give this department su- 
pervision or power over either rates or 
commissions, I have not found it neces- 
sary to go into the matter as deeply as 
other commissioners to whom authority 
is given. I am against any separation 
of mixed agencies as unfair to the agents 
and against public policy. 

“It is quite evident that as the amount 
of commission a company pays is re- 
flected in its acquisition costs, and as 
these in turn influence rates, the public 
has an interest in the matter that ought 
to be recognized. I take it that it is 
because the public interest is menaced 
by the renewal of the old war between 
the Union and the Bureau that the Na- 
tional Convention has very properly 
taken steps to make its continuance im- 
possible. 


Same Scale Should Be 
Applied All Over Country 


“Sufficient data ought to be available 
to make it possible to construct a scale 
of commissions applicable to all com- 
panies and to all cities the country over. 
The whole power of all of the commis- 
sioners ought to be put behind such a 
proposition, and while in a number of 
cases commissioners are lacking, as in 
Nebraska, in power to enforce orders, 
they are in a position where they can 
influence the companies to accept the 
final judgment of a properly constituted 
committee charged with the duty of fix- 
ing a uniform standard and scale of pay- 
ment. 

“The fact that the committee meeting 
was in New York made it impossible for 
many commissioners from the central 
western district to attend, but I hope to 
be present at the Chicago meeting Jan. 
21 of the commissioners from this sec- 
tion to lend my vote and influence to 
any proper peace plan, if peace is by 
that time possible. 

“There is no real justification, in my 


whole- | 
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= — —=—= — above. He is strongly opposed to the opinion, for the existence of eXcepted 
|| withdrawal of any company from an | cities, when it comes to fixing commis. 

agency solely because of other repre-| sions. My observation is that there agp 


too many insurance agents, a COndition 
largely due to the presence in the lists 
of company representatives ot men 
whose chief reason for being in tl e busi. 
ness is that they may get chemi in- 


surance on their own property. I knoy 
of no way to prevent this except by 
company action, but a uniform sgeaje 


weuld help solve this situation. 








“Commissions ought to be the same 
whether companies are Union or By. 
reau. They ought to be flat commis. 
sions, with no contingency awards, This 
s, it seems to me, an essential to the 

ccess of the proposed uniiorm Scale. 
Otherwise the pay of agents will not 
be the same, and that is the very object 
of the whole movement, 

‘As to what the scale should be, ] 
have no fixed figures to suggest, but the 
national expense ratio ought to be infly. 
ential it ming a final judgment op 
that matter 

“I regard the separation policy as 
most unfair to the mixed age ncies. It 
not only makes less valuable what the 
agents have been at great labor and 
pains to make worth something, but i 
makes it possible for companies to profit 
by his work without payment to him 


because it exposes his expirations in the 
companies that he must relinquish to 
being raided by his successors as the 
re seeseubaiints of them. Inevitably this 
influences acquisition costs and may 
reach to rates.” 


Caldwell in Favor of 
Uniform Commissions 


A. S. Caldwell, insurance commis. 
sioner of Tennessee, is in favor of uni- 
form commissions. He would be for the 
schedule now being paid by the Union 
companies or a flat commission to be 
agreed upon. In addition, he favors 
strongly a contingent commission in 
both the Union and Bureau agencies 
based upon the loss ratio from the 
agency during the year, say a bonus of 
5 percent provided the loss ratio does 
not exceed 50 percent during the year. 
This to his mind will bring about a more 
careful selection and inspection of risks 
It will prevent to a large degree over- 
insurance and to his mind it is one of 


the main reasons for the excess loss 
ratio, which in Tennessee was approx: 
mately 70 percent. 


He believes that all companies, Union 
and Bureau, should pay the same rate of 
commission to an agent who represents 
both classes of companies. 

Mr. Caldwell is very much interested 
in this subject. He has written Com- 
missioner Baker of Kansas that he will 
make every effort to be on hand for the 
meeting in Chicago on Jan. 21. He is 
anxious that this situation be cleared 
for all parties concerned. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 52) 





Two Periodicals Are Merged 


The “United States Review” of Phila 
delphia has absorbed the “Insurance 
World” of Pittsburgh. The new pape 
will be known as the “United States Re- 
view & Insurance World.” J. C. Berg- 


stresser, who has been the publisher of 
the “Insurance World” becomes the vice- 
president of the “United States Review. 
Robert R, Dearden, Jr., head of the 
“United States Review,” will be the mai 
factor in the new consolidated organh 
zation. The “United States Review” was 
started in 1868 and the “Insurance 
World” in 1874. 





Connecticut Field Club Meets 


HARTFORD, CONN., Jan. 14.—The a 
nual meeting and dinner of the Connecti 
cut Field Club was held at the Hartfor 
Club last week with 30 regular member 
present. Eight new members. wet 
elected, seven being from Boston. Fratk 
W. Christensen of New York was mait 
an honorary member. The _ followits 
officers were elected: President, Ralp 
S. Howe, Springfield Fire & Marine; vite 
president, Henry C. Seydel, Home of Ne 
York; secretary, Walden M. Howe, Nort 
ern of London; treasurer, Charles ¥ 
Page, Jr., Connecticut Fire. 
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Statement December 31, 1923 


Assets Liabilities 

Bank Stocks and United Losses in Process of Ad- 
States Government (URCNEE . o vccencsnnesst $ 6,187.50 

DOE vxicxarncatenona $439,460.00 Reserve for Unearned 
3onds, Stocks and Notes 10,482.14 POORDD Sis cvsisaveus 186,738.49 
Cash in Banks and Office 53,609.87 Reserve for Taxes...... 2,000.00 

Premiums in Course of Reserve for Other Con- 
Collection .........0... 21,395.24 _ tingencies .......++.++. 1,000.00 
Accrued Interest ........ 937.58 tt nee 329.958.84 
$525,884.83 $525,884.83 








INCREASE in Reserve for Unearned Premiums $42,863.18 
INCREASE in Assets $45,515.21 INCREASE in Surplus $5,506.67 


THE OLDEST 
ILLINOIS STOCK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 





M. S. Cremer, President Henry F. Tuerk, Secretary 


Conyppumy 
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We Desire A Capable 


Fire Insurance Salesman 


There is a big opportunity in our organ- 
ization for a high-type, capable Fire Insur- 
ance Salesman. 


Preferably a college man, married, age 28 
to 35, who has had Underwriting and Engi- 
neering experience. 


You would be asked to come to Canton, 
Ohio,—an ideal home city of 100,000, where 
business is active. 





You will join a large aggressive organ- 
ization which has given years of successful 
service to its clients. The way is open for 
you to make good, and if you do we will 
want you to be permanent and a partner in 
this business. 


Address your communications to 
The Leonard Agency Company 


7th Floor, Geo. D. Harter Bank Bldg. 
CANTON, OHIO 
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Disbrow’s Sound Comment 


AUTOMOBILE insurance men everywhere 
have evidenced the keenest interest in the 
advertisement written by CHARLES W. 
Dissrow, president of the AMERICAN AU- 
TOMOBILE of St. Louis which appeared in 
last week's issue of THE NaTIonAL Un- 
DERWRITER. Mr. Dissprow wrote a 
pocket essay on compulsory automobile lia- 
bility insurance. He got to the heart of 
his subject, and pointed out the weak- 
nesses in the arguments of those who are 


vest 


advocating the passage of compulsory au- 
omobile liability insurance bills. 

Mr. Dissrow found the meat in the 
cocoanut of this particular situation 
when he said: “I have not found any 
agitation among the people for this law. 


How Far Does 


ALtHouGH the question of the pledge 
of cooperating companies made to the 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE 
AGENTS as to the ownership of expira- 
tions is supposed to be binding on all 
companies and 
their affiliation, the question has been 
raised in some quarters as to whether 
the companies giving this obligation are 
actually bound if the agency involved 
does not happen to belong to a state 
The local agents are agi- 
Western Union 
complications 


agents, regardless of 


association. 
tated at this time in 
territory on account of 
that may arise in the separation move- 
ment following the break in relationship 
between the two company organizations. 
Regardless of all the care that is used 
there is danger of someone overstep- 
ping the bounds or acting on impulse. 

It should be remembered that when 
the question of ownership of expirations 
ironed out originally in the 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE 
AGENTS, it was in connection with the 
famous Yonkers case. The National As- 
sociation was vitally interested in that 
issue. The agent at Yonkers, N. Y., who 
becante involved was not a member of 
the association. He made an appeal to 
it nevertheless and the 
promptly took it up on behalf of all 
agents, although its total membership 
comprised but a handful at that time. 
Much credit is due to this notable hand- 
ful of men, so to speak, especially the 
leaders in those days when the associa- 


was 


association 


tion was not as powerful and large as it 
is today. Through constant, strenuous 
effort, the National Association estab- 


lished the principle of agency ownership 


Its advocates seem to consist largely of 
public officials and lawyers. They make 
no bones of the fact that their ultimate 
object is state insurance, thereby elim- 
inating the insurance companies and in- 
surance and building up 
political machines.” 

This is something for local agents as 
well as companies to think about. In- 
stead ot fostering these compulsory au- 
tomobile liability insurance bills, instead 
of believing that the passage of such 
measures will bring a flood of new auto- 
mobile business to them, agents should 
consider very seriously the other side of 
the situation as presented by Mr. Dis- 
BROW. 


the Pledge Go? 


of expirations and secured pledges from 
all reputable companies. There was no 
doubt at that time as to the understand- 
ing on part of the agency association. 
its motive was not to secure a pledge 
running to its own members but one 
broad enough to cover for all time all 
agents. The leaders at that time would 
not have gotten very far if they had 
simply worked in the interest of those 
who happened to be members of their 
organization. The founders of the Na- 
tional Association took the broad atti- 
tude at all times that it could not be 
these matters. 


agents great 


selfish in 

The point to be emphasized is that 
the good faith of companies at this time 
would be impugned if they should dis- 
regard this pledge and fall back on the 
argument that the particular agency in- 
volved was not a member of the state 
association. The itself has 
never taken the position that the rule 


association 


should apply only to its members. 
However this may be, an agent has 
a much better standing in court when 
arises if he is a member 
of his The National 
Association is fighting the battles of all 


any trouble 


state association. 


agents on fundamental principles. How- 


ever, it is not taking up the special 
grievances of outside agencies. The 
members of a state association have 


thrown about them the protecting arm 
of the National Association. It is worth 
considerably more than the yearly dues 


to have this security. 


Tue man who gives away his friends 
usually hasn’t any to spare. 





secretary of the company, this year. 
Attractive stickers, bearing Col. Bur- 
pee’s likeness, have been sent out and 
will be attached to the applications for 
new business. The occasion is the pass- 
ing of the 40th anniversary of Col. Bur- 
pee’s connection with the New Hamp- 
shire Fire. Born near the home office 
city, in 1864, Mr. Burpee became con- 
nected with the company as an office 
boy at the age of 20, in May, 1884. He 
gradually worked up through the office 
jobs until he became loss clerk. Next 
he served the company as special agent 
in Maine, New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont. In 1905 he was elected assistant 
secretary and became secretary in 1909. 
He represented the company in the ad- 
jJustment of the losses of the San Fran- 
cisco conflagration. Colonel Burpee was 
formerly very active in the affairs of the 
New England Insurance Exchange and 
was chairman of its executive commit- 
tee in 1904 and 1905, besides holding 
other committee appointments. During 
the past two years he has been presi- 
dent of the National Automobile Under- 
writers Conference. For several vears 
he has been chairman of the fire com- 
mission of Manchester and under his 
supervision the apparatus of the city 
has been completely motorized and 
other improvements carried out. 


_N. L. Piotrowski, president of the 
Great Lakes ot Chicago, has recovered 
Irom a serious illness which kept him 
contined to his bed for over four weeks. 

Mr. Piotrowski suffered from toxemia 
caused from eating oysters. For two 
weeks the condition of his health was 
very serious, during which time his tem- 
perature stood between 101 and 103, He 
is now however, fully recovered and 
back at his office, hard at work. 


Frank H, Hardison, who for 12 years 
was Massachusetts insurance commis- 
sioner, has joined Babson’s organiza- 
tion of Wellesley Hills, Mass. Since his 
retirement in 1919 he has been consult- 
ing actuary for the Liberty Mutual of 
Boston. He will act as insurance coun- 
sellor for Babson. His duties will be 
to give advice on insurance matters to 
clients who take the Babson service. 


Sidney Reinhardt, brother of Louis 
Reinhardt and former partner of Louis 
in his local and general agency at Dal- 
las, Tex., died Thursday morning in 
San Antonio where he had been resid- 
ing for the past few years. He was 
buried there Friday. He was well 
known to insurance people all over the 
state. 


Charles W. Milbrath, pioneer insur- 
ance and real estate agent of Milwaukee, 
died at his home in that city on Jan. 
6, at the age of 75 years. In addition 
to being prominent in local insurance 
circles, the veteran agent was affiliated 
with a number of social organizations 
and was a power in local politics in the 
latter part of the last century. Mr. 
Milbrath served many years as an alder- 
man in the common council, later being 
elected city treasurer for four years. He 
was a leading member of the Old Set- 
tlers’ Club of Milwaukee. 

Peter W. Phelps of Peter White & 
Co., of Marquette. Mich., spoke last 
week before the Rotary Club of his 
city. giving a historical account of the 
White agency, which was established in 
1854. It has represented two companies 
for more than 60 years. Mr. Phelps said 
that so far as he could find, the White 
agency is the oldest one in upper Mich- 
igan and perhaps the oldest one in the 
state. The first company represented 
was the old time Cleveland Fire. It 
ceased doing business about the time 
of the Chicago fire. The records of 





has been continuously in the office 
Peter White, the head of the agency 
died in June, 1908, since which time the 
business has been conducted by Peter 
White Phelps. The White agency 
therefore is celebrating its 70th year at 
this time. Mr. Phelps in his remarks 
said: “There is an asset in our business 
which is not shown on our ledger, | 
is the friendship and good will of our 
customers and the companies which we 
represent.” 


Mrs, E. W. Jewell, wife of the west- 
ern general agent of the Atlas, died 
early Sunday morning at her home 4457 
Malden avenue, Chicago. Mrs. Jewell 
was a woman of rare qualities, possess- 
ing sound judgment. Her case had not 
become critical until a few days ago, 
The funeral services were held Tues- 
day from Klaner’s undertaking estab- 
lishment on North Clark street. 

J. B. Roddick, one of the veteran fire 
insurance men of Chicago, died last 
week and was buried Sunday from the 
Central Presbyterian Church, of which 
he was a trustee. There was a large 
outpouring at the service indicating the 
esteem in which Mr. Roddick was held, 
He was a_native Scotchman, having 
been born Dec. 12, 1842. The family 
located at Lexington, Ky., and later 
moved to Chicago. Mr. Roddick tray- 
eled for different companies in the field 
until the local agency of Roddick & 
Son was established in 1894. During 
the last few years he has not been ac- 
tive in business. His son, William W. 
Roddick, was his partner in the agency 
and has been its chief factor. » 


Louis H. Schweer, Ohio state agent 
for the Fire & Marine Underwriters, 
who qualified for the grandfathers’ club 
by the entry of a grandson, has now ap- 
plied for admission to the second degree 
in the club, announcing at the same time 
the arrival of a granddaughter. 


A note in the society column of a New 
York daily recently told that “Sumner 
Ballard gave one of a series of dinners 
last night at his home, 10 East 79th 
street, his guests including Prince and 
Princes Christian of Hesse, Mrs. Burke 
Roche” and a considerable number of 
other notables. In business life Mr. 
Ballard is president of the International 
of New York, and United States man- 
ager of several foreign fire re-insurance 
companies, for all of which he secures a 
fine premium income. He is one of 
the very few men of the country who 
have made money out of the fire insur- 
ance business for himself as well as tor 
the companies under his control. 


Carlton D. Hutchison, veteran Omaha, 
Neb., local agent, died suddenly from a 
stroke of apoplexy. Mr. Hutchison was 
76 years old and had been operating an 
insurance agency under his name for 
36 years. He had been in partnership 
with another local agent for six years 
prior to the founding of his own office. 
Mr. Hutchison was prominent locally 


and in church work and was a member 


of the G. A. R. 


Henry C. Whalen, founder, former 
president and now chairman of the 
board of the Central States Fire of 
Wichita, Kan., has sold his home at 
Wichita and is moving to California. 
He has purchased a home at Beverly 
Hills. Mr. Whalen organized the Cen- 
tral States some years ago and built it 
into a fine insurance organization. Some 
time ago the Phoenix secured control 
and since then Mr. Whalen has been 
inactive in the company but retained 
the chairmanship of the board of direc- 
tors. He owns considerable real es 
tate and has large oil and other invest 
ment interests in and around Wichita. 
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ARE OPPOSED TO SEPARATION 


Executive Committee of the Ohio Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents 
Passes Set of Resolutions 


COLUMBUS, O., Jan. 15.—The ex- 
ecutive committee of the Ohio Associa- 
on of Insurance Agents met in this 
city last week passed strong resolutions 
on the separation movement as follows: 

Resolved, That we are fundamentally 
opposed to the practice of forced sepa- 
ration. 

Resolved, That we endorse and sup- 
port the * ‘National Association of Insur- 
ance Agents Proposal,” as submitted to 
the Chicago conference of “National As- 
sociation- Union-Bureau,” held Nov. 8. 

Resolved, That in the event that the 
recently declared armistice between the 
Union and Bureau d6es not eventuate 
into a permanent peace, in harmony 
with the foregoing resolutions, we urge 
Harry L. Conn, superintendent of insur- 
ance, to take such action as may be 
necessary to carry out these said declar- 
ations and resolutions. 

Resolved, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be certified to Harry L. Conn, 
superintendent of insurance. 


Opens Cincinnati Office 
The Liberty of Dayton 
branch office in Cincinnati 
Race Sts., and placed F. O. 


has opened a 
at Eighth & 
Trimble 


GIVES FIELD CLUB POSITION 


President George W. Thrush Outlines 
Attitude in Ohio on Union-Bureau 
Break 


The position of the Fire Underwriters 
Field Club of Ohio on the abrogation 
of the agreement between the Union 
and Bureau companies was set forth in 
an adcress delivered a few days ago by 
Presi 2nt George W. Thrush at the 
meeting of the field club in Columbus. 
Mr. Thrush said: 

The abrogation of the agreement which 
existed between the Union and Bureau 
companies for a good many years has 
caused more or less unrest in insurance 
throughout the entire territory. We will 


have a work to perform, which in many 
cases will not be of a very pleasant 
nature. Long associations with the dif- 
ferent agents have brought us in close 
touch, and in some cases there exists 
more than an ordinary or passing friend- 
ship. This work to my mind will take 


considerable time. 
opinion of some 
as the special 
could be 
ginning 


It seemed to be the 
of the companies as well 
agents that this matter 
brought to a close at the be- 
of 1924. So far as I have 
able to ascertain it has not been done, 
but it looks to me as if every member 
|} had been exercising good judgment and 
trying to the best of his ability to exer- 
cise the authority which is vested in him 
to the best interest of all concerned. 


been 





Cites Club’s Constitution 


In this 


derwriters’ 


vised in 
“The 


underwriting, the 
the business, the 
formation 
public, 
fraternity. 
no wise or 
the making 


force 
to agents 

As you all 
we 
things. If we 
our 
authority in a 
not be 
could be 
which 
each 
pany, 
attention to an act 
the 
General Code 
actions 
gxanization, to the 
the article of the 
quoted, 
against us 


operate 
bringing 
ber of 





Field Club of Ohio, 
revised in 1909 and 
1918: 
object 


1900, 


among its members 


in no event use 
or enforcement of 


for the restriction of free 
petition thereof; or discuss, make 
any action regarding compensation 


in the state of Ohio.” 
know, as an 
restricted from 

were 
efforts 


are doing 


united and 
concerted way, it 
ironed out. 
must be 
man for 
and I 


But this is 
worked out 
himself and for his 
wish to call your 
which 
anti-compact law, 

So long 
our 


as we 
and 
objects set 
constitution I 
no just criticism can be 


SEEKS TO GET COOPERATION 


Ohio Audit Bureau Wants the Compa- 
nies to Have Agents Cut Down 


the Criticism Slips 


Companies are 
with the Ohio 
about a reduction in the 
criticism slips and 


adopted 
again 


of this organization 
» the promotion of correct practices 
economical conduct 
dissemination of 

and 

and the promotion of harmony : 
But this association shall 
its offices for 
rates, 
and open com- 


organization, 
certain 
permitted to 
exercise 


long until everything of this kind 
a matter 
individually; 


particular 
is known 
Section 9563 of the 
confine 
discussions, as an 
forth 


directed 


endeavoring to 
Audit Bureau in 


consequent 





is the failure of agents, when writing 
policies, to indicate in the form the spe- 
cific floor on which coverage is to apply, 
making it necessary for the Audit Bu- 
reau to criticise such daily reports. The 
agents in Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleve 
land and Toledo in particular have been 
remiss in this direction. The question 
has been given very careful considera- 


tion by the companies with the result 
that it is felt that, in an anti-discrimi 
nation state where the rate has been 


published to contemplate coverage on 
a given floor, the policy must be limited 


in the manner in which the rate has 
been published. 

The recent practice of the agents is 
confined largely to coverage in office 
buildings, and since specific rates are 
| published for coverage on different 
floors, it would hardly be proper for 
them to use any rate between the sec 





ond and tenth floors, in the case of a 
10 story building for instance, and ex- 
pect the Audit Bureau to pass the 


daily report on the assumption that the 
agent has used the proper rate for the 
floor on which the property is actually 
located. The companies, hereafter, 
will follow up such criticisms of the 
Audit Bureau closely and see that same 
are properly attended to by the agents 


Ohio Mutuals’ Meeting 


COLUMBUS, O., Jan. 16—The Federa- 
tion of Mutual Insurance Associations 
of Ohio has had some trouble in making 
arrangements for its convention next 
month because of the inability to get 
hotel accommodations. It has been de- 
cided to hold the convention Feb. 19-20, 
with headquarters at the Virginia hotel. 
A friendship luncheon will be held at 
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convention will be an “all-Ohio” affair 
and among the subjects to be discussed 
will be “Shall We Limit Risks—Coinsur- 
ance—Reinsurance,” “Our Constitution 
and By-Laws,” “Should We Create a Sur- 
plus” “Classification.” 


Columbus 1923 Fire Loss 


COLUMBUS, O., Jan. 15.—The fire loss 
at Columbus for the past year was $985,- 
957. The number of alarms was 1,333 as 
compared with 1,209 in 1922. The fire 
loss in 1922 was $646,782. One fireman 
was killed each year and 447 were hurt 
in 1923 as compared with 451 in 1922. 


Ohio Notes 


The Dodge Agency at Ravenna, O., has 
cleared, going on the Bureau basis. 

The plant of the Lebanon Patriot, a 
newspaper at Lebanon, O., was destroyed 
by fire a few days ago. 

=. G. Frazier, superintendent of agents 
» Springfield Fire & Marine, was the 
guest of R. S. Tidrick, state agent of the 
company in Columbus, O., this week. 

The old Arlington Hotel at Marion, O., 
was practically destroyed by fire a few 


| local 


| 


|} connection with the firm, 


day ago. Police were under the impres- 
sion that the building had been set afire. 

The Fire Underwriters Club of Ohio 
has engaged a new meeting place in the 
new Realtors building in Columbus. The 
monthly sessions of the field club will be 
held there. 

A loss of $20,000 occurred when an 
acetylene generator in the plant of the 
Gas Products Company at Columbus ex- 


ploded a few days ago. Two men were 
hurt. Firemen were handicapped by the 
large amount of carbide stored in the 
plant, which exploded as soon as water 


touc hed it. 


West Virginia Notes 
John G. McGuire, who retired from the 
agency of Claypool & McGuire at 
Logan, W. Va., several months ago, sell- 
ing out to Robert August, has resumed 
the style being 


now Claypool, August & McGuire. 

The offices of J. Miller Smith, local 
agent at Martinsburg, W. Va., were 
wrecked by fire recently. The blaze 


originated in a social club in a building 
in which he was quartered, the total 
damage being estimated at $30,000. The 
loss is being adjusted by John S. Gold- 
smith, public adjuster of Berryville, Va. 
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CHANDLER AGAIN PRESIDENT 


Annual Meeting of the Indiana Insur- 
ance Federation Was Held This 
Week in Indianapolis 


INDIANAPOLIS, Jan. 15.—At the 
annual meeting of the Indiana Insurance 
Federation today Frank M,. Chandler, 
casualty manager of the Travelers, was 
reelected president in honor of his suc- 
cessful administration and his marvel- 
ous work in arranging for “Indiana In- 
surance Day.” Other officers chosen 
were: 


Vice-presidents—George W. Pangborn, 
Indianapolis; Arthur F. Hall, Fort 
Wayne; E. F. Abernethy, South Bend; 


Cc. D. Lasher, Indianapolis, and C. A, Mc- 
Cotter, Indianapolis. 

Secretary—Joseph G. Wood, Indian- 
apolis. 

Board of Directors—H. L. Barr, Fire, 
Indianapolis; C. O. Bray, Fire, Indian- 
apolis; Russell T. Byers, Life, Indianapo- 


Indianapolis; 
E. H. 


lis; E. V. Clark, Casualty, 
John R. Engle, Fire, Winchester 
Forry, Local Agent, Indianapolis; Harry 
P, Frazier, Local Agent, Evansville; H. 
J. Gescheidler, Local Agent, Hammond; 
Earl Gooden, Local Agent, Lawrence- 
burg; W. J. Greenwood, Life, Indian- 
apolis; R. C. Griswold, Casualty, In- 
dianapolis; Ward H. Hackelman, Life, 
Indianapolis; Thomas P. Harvey, Indian- 
apolis; John Hunter, Casualty, Terre 
Haute; E. F. Johnston, Life, South Bend; 
Frank L. Jones, Life, Indianapolis; James 
M. Larmore, Fire, Anderson; D. H. Mc- 
Gill, Local Agent, Laporte; Clarence F. 
Merrell, Indianapolis; Newman T. Miller, 


Indianapolis; P. K. Morrison, Local 
Agent, Muncie; D. J. O'Keefe, Local 
Agent, Fort Wayne; Frederick W. Ort- 
lieb, Casualty, Fort Wayne; B. B. Raub, 
Life, Indianapolis; Fred C. Richardt, 
Casualty, Evansville; Charles J. Richman, 
Fire, Tipton; John Snyder, Fraternal, 
Crawsfordsville; M. C. Thornton, Life, 


New Albany. 





OVERINSURANCE IS ASSAILED 


Gamber and Vernor Addressed IIli- 
nois Firemen at Annual Meeting 


Last Week 
_AURORA, ILL., Jan. 15.—John G. 
Gamber, fire marshal of Illinois, speak- 


ing before the representatives of about 
250 fire departments of Illinois at the 
annual convention of the Illinois Fire- 
men’s Convention held at Aurora last 
veek, gave a lengthy address on “The 
Fire Problem in Illinois as I Find It.” 
The first part of Mr. Gamber’s address 
was taken up largely with suggestions 
of methods by which fire departments 
could co-operate with the state fire mar- 
shal department in reducing fire losses. 
He emphasized systematic inspection of 
property and the rigid enforcement of 
adequate ordinances governing building 





construction and every type of fire haz- 
ard. 

Half the address was devoted to a 
discussion of the relation of the insur- 
ance business to Illinois fire losses. Fire 
Marshal Gamber said that the experi- 
ence of his department in investigating 
fires disclosed that it was the easiest 
thing in the world for a person to buy 
all the insurance desired and that in 
case after case it was discovered that 
the over imsurance was actually forced 
on the buyer by the insurance agent. 
In one case, he said that some Chicago 
crooks planning a fire, sent a boy down 
town to get the insurance policies and 
that in the Insurance Exchange building 
he bought all the insurance desired as 
easily as though he was buying candy 
at a five and ten cent store. 

Speaking further on the subject of in- 
surance Mr. Gamber said: 

Wants “Cooperation From Within” 


“I believe in cooperation between fire 
chiefs and the insurance companies, but 
I am frank to say that the houseclean- 
ing in the insurance companies should 
be from within. It cannot be passed on 
to the fire chiefs. The insurance com- 
panies are administering the business 
and they must accept responsibility for 
the evils as well as take credit for ac- 
complishments. 

_ Richard E, Vernor, manager of the 
fire prevention department of the West- 
ern Actuarial Bureau, spoke to the fire- 
men at the last session of their conven- 
tion on Thursday. 
out how fire departments over the coun- 
try had served their communities by 
emphasizing fire prevention and gave 
concrete instances to illustrate his points. 











CLARIS ADAMS 
Insurance Day Toastmaster 


Mr. Vernor pointed } 





Mr. Vernor’s address was well received 
by the convention. 

William Lister, assistant attorney-gen- 
eral of Illinois, told the firemen that 
mutual companies had defeated the fire- 
men’s pension legislation in Illinois at 
the last session of the legislature, even 
after they had been exempted from tax- 
ation under the law. 

The 1924 convention of the Illinois 
Firemen’s Association will be held at 
Murphysboro, Ill. The present officers 
of the Illinois Firemen’s Association 
were re-elected: A. W. Thode, presi- 
dent, Galena; Pearl Smith, vice-presi- 


dent, Madison; Roy W. Alsip, secretary, 
Champaign, and E. E. Danner, treas- 
urer, Mt. Pulaski. 


Home Agents at Luncheon 


State Agent Clinton D. Lasher of the 
Home of New York in Indiana and his 
associate field men gave a luncheon 
Tuesday at the Columbia Club in In- 
dianapolis to agents of the Home, 
Franklin and City of New York who 
were in Indianapolis on “Indiana Insur- 
ance Day.” Indiana is one of the big 
states with the Home, and hence, a 
large gathering of local agents was in 
evidence at the luncheon. Mr. Lasher 
presided. Brief talks were made by 
Secretary Campbell from the head of- 
fice, State Fire Marshal N. T. Miller 
of Indiana, J. K. Lesch of Chicago, 
manager of the farm department, and 
Joseph Bruns of New Albany, Ind. 


Rigsbee Made President 


A. L. Rigsbee was elected president 
of the Indianapolis Fire Insurance 
Agents Association at the annual meet- 
ing Tuesday. R. M. Collier retired 
from that office. Other officers chosen 
were: Vice-President, Raymond C. Fox; 
treasurer, C. Curtis Duck; executive 
committee, Robert M. Collier, Cornelius 
Holloway and John J. Reilly. 


Plan Municipal Tax Bureau 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Jan. 15.—Con- 
siderable interest is being taken by mu- 
nicipal officials throughout the state in 
the matter of collection of back taxes 
from the fire companies, under the terms 
of the recent Illinois supreme court de- 
cision. The Illinois Municipal League 
held a meeting in Springfield recently at 
which it was decided to organize a bu- 
reau, with headquarters at Springfield, 
to act as a clearing house for all munici- 
palities in the state in compiling records 
and working out means of collecting these 
taxes. Attorneys for the fire companies 
are awaiting the issue of warrants for 
this year’s taxes before renewing the liti- 
gation, though it is expected that within 
a month or two warrants for this year’s 
taxes on a 100 percent basis, instead of a 
50 percent basis, will be issued, as well 
as a demand for back taxes on the 100 
percent basis. Should these demands be 
made, the companies will continue their 
fight for a continuation of the old basis 
of taxation. 


Report on Battle Creek 


The National Board has issued a sup- 
plementary report on Battle Creek, Mich., 








showing some improvement in 
fighting facilities, though many improve 
ments are still to be made. The Water 
supply is generally adequate for en gine 
supply in the principal mercantile dis. 
trict and fair elsewhere. It is somewhat 
unreliable. The fire alarm system is 
overloaded, though the service is goog 
Weak construction in the principal me. 
cantile district makes serious individu 
or group fires probable and such fires 
could cross one or more streets. The fire 
department is a well organized force, hoy. 
ever, so that the probability of an exten. 
sive fire is moderate. The fire loss fo, 
the five years in Battle Creek, ac. 
cording to fire department records, Was 
$357,776. Based on an average popula. 
tion of 36,700, the average annual num. 
ber of fires per 1,000 population was 5.5. 
a high figure, and the average annual logs 
per capital was $1.95, a low figure. 


the fire 


past 


To Add to Detroit’s Water Supply 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 14. —Adequate 
provision for fire protection in keeping 
with the requirements of the city dur. 
ing the next 25 years forms the basis of 
a program for the extension of Detroit's 

water supply with a view of developing 
an additional 300,000,000 gallon daily 
capacity that’ has been decided upon by 
the board of water commissioners. This 
action follows the recommendations of 
a commission of consulting engineers 
who were hired to determine the most 
satisfactory means of taking care of 
the requirements of-the city along this 
line. 


Start Forest Fire Survey 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 15.—Formal 
hearings in the state investigation on the 
forest fire situation in the Upper Penip- 
sula of Michigan: will be commenced this 
week by Assistant Attorney General J. £ 
Converse. One of the principal objectives 
will be to determine the liability of the 
state. Surveys, detailing the amount of 
damage, the causes of the fires and othe 
collateral information, will be offered ip 
evidence. 


Illinois Notes 


A new local agency, Troxell, Kikendal) 
& Co., has been incorporated in Spring. 
field, Ill., with $100,000 capital. 


Loss of nearly $100,000 was incurred 
in fire which swept the business district 
of Rushvile, Ill, last week, three build. 
ings being destroyed and several others 
damaged. 


Harry T. Johnston, special agent of th 
Fireman’s Fund in Northern Illinois, is 
at the Illinois Masonic Hospital in Chi- 
cago, having undergone an operation for 
appendicitis last Saturday. 


Fire Jan. 12 consumed the paint shop 
carpenter shop and electrical shop of 
the southern Illinois penitentiary a 
Chester. The prison fire corps in charge 
of Deputy Warden Mueller prevented the 
flames from spreading to other buildings, 
The origin of the fire is undetermined. 


James H. Losey, active in the insur- 
ance field at Galesburg, I1l., died Jan. ll 
at his home there after a brief illness. 
In 1905, after more than three decades 
in the banking business, he established 
a flourishing real estate and insurance 
agency and was aided by his daughter, 
Mrs. Jessie Whitney. Ten years 4g, 
B. W. Crandall became associated with 
the firm and it has continued as th 
Losey-Crandall agency. 
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MINNEAPOLIS BOARD ELECTS 


A. F. Pray Is Elected President—Lively 
Discussion Over Status of 
Grain Pool 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 15.— 
A. F. Pray of the Bagden-Pray Agency 
was elected president of the Minneapo- 
lis Underwriters’ association at the an- 
nual meeting Monday evening. He suc- 
ceeds D. E. MacLennan, who had 
served two terms. 

Other officers elected were George W. 
Harsh, vice-president; Jacob Stone, sec- 
retary-treasurer; members’ executive 
committee, R. M. Thompson and F, H. 
Barney; membership committee, D. F. 
Stanford and L, M. Sanford; committee 
on deviations, J. H. Schanfeld and J. L. 
Davis; committee on appeals, P. H. 


Ware; committee on clearings, L. 7. 
Parker? 
‘ Discuss Grain Pool 
The meeting was well attended. 
dinner was served at 6:30 and then fo: 
lowed the business session, One @ 
the important topics weet up was 
that of the grain pool. W. J. C. Her- 
mann suggested that "iy association 80 
on record as favoring the restoration 

this business to local agents. 

This provoked considerable debatt 
which was about evenly divided on th 
issue. Several speakers thought th 
local agents derived little or no pect 
iary benefit out of the pool while othes 
took the stand that it was the mo 
equitable way of handling the busines 

P. H. Ware, president of the state # 
sociation, was asked to give his view 
and expressed the opinion that the ré 
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——— 
sured and he said he felt quite sure the 
assured in this case was well satisfied 
with the present arrangement and would 
protest any change. 

When the question was put to a vote, 
the result was so close that a standing 
yote was required. This resulted in 
favor of the Herrman suggestion that an 
effort be made to restore the grain busi- 








ness to local agencies, The vote was 
yery close and many in the room did 
not go on record, 
Sherman Tells of Work 
Secretary Sherman of the state 
siation i lled on and t 
work the state and national a 
are doing for the local agents 
poth wer iving real, construc 
ce of ere value tot ! 
he was proud of the f tha 
sota association stood at the 
the entire nation in membershi 
the good work it is doing H¢ 
priefly upon the separation question, 





citing it as an instance of the service 
the state and national associations are 
performing for their members. 

President Ware of the state associa- 
tion again spoke briefly, asking the 
sentiment of the meeting on the annu: 
state association meeting next fall. He 
said he favored another “nautical co 
vention” on the great lakes but w nted 
toknow how many Minneapolis members 
would back him up in this plan. He 
found that the local association was 
strong for another boat trip and the 
prospects are such will be arrangéd. 

In his so-called swan song, Mr. Mac- 
Lennan thanked the members for the 


support they had given him and bespoke 


the same backing for his successor. He 
paid a high compliment to State Insur- 
ance Commissioner George Wells as a 
staunch friend of the local agent. The 
new president, Mr. Pray, also spoke 
briefly before the meeting adjourned, 
pledging his best efforts to make his 


administration a success. 





WALKER HEADS ASSOCIATION 


Elected President of Duluth Organiza- 
tion to Succeed Wall at An- 
nual Meeting 


DULUTH, MINN., Jan. 16.— T. W. 
Walker of Sargent & Walker, prominent 
Duluth local agency, was elected presi- 
dent of the Duluth Underwriters Associ- 
ation at the annual meeting last week. 
Last month Mr. Walker and Bert N. 
Wheeler were nominated for the office, 


but Mr. Wheeler withdrew from the 
race, as he was just appointed com- 
missioner of public safety. Mr. Walker 


succeeds Whitney Wall, who has served 
as president of the association for the 
past two years. E. B. Dunning was 
reelected secretary-treasurer, which of- 
fice he has held for several years. E. 
R. Lindholm was elected vice- presi- 
dent and Whitney Wall and E. 

Kreidler were elected directors for 
three years. The new officers were in- 
stalled at the annual banquet, at which 
Mr. Dunning, a past president of the 
Minnesota Association of Insurance 
Agents, presided as toast-master. Among 
the speakers of the evening were Henry 


Swift Ives, Chicago, secretary of the 
Casualty Information Clearing House; 
. H. Ware of Minneapolis, president 
of the Minnesota Association of Insur- 
ance Agents; E. A. Sherman of Min- 
neapolis, secretary, and K. V. Roths- 
child of St. Paul, chairman of the 
executive committee. 
JUSTIFY THEIR EXISTENCE 


Henry Swift Ives Says That Insurance 
Agents Must Give Value Received 
in Their Service 


Henry Swift Ives, secretary of the 
Casualty Information Clearing House, 
who spoke before the Duluth Under- 
Writers Association said that if it were 
not for the American agency system the 
stock companies would not be faced 


» with the problem of meeting mutual and 


teciprocal competition for there would 
be no mutuals and reciprocals. 

e declared that any stock company 
could sell sound insurance directly to 











the buyer just as cheaply if not more 
cheaply than any mutual or reciprocal. 


He said that if those who belong to 
the agency system and participate in 
its gains cannot justify their existence 


as agents of stock company 
the whole system will 
thrown in the discard. The 
is made in participating 
just about the amount 
company pays its agents. 
cut of the participating company 
the rates of the stock pews nies is 
20 percent. This is about the 
commission of the agent. 


Strides Have 


insurance, 
ultimately 


insurance is 


average 


Great Been Made 


Mr. Ives said it is therefore up to the 


system to justify by 








VO to the purchaser of 
He said that the American 
age ystem has made great strides 
forward recently The agents are tak- 





ing a lively interest in insurance econ- 
on . They are taking advantage of 
the educational facilities. They are 


keeping track of insurance affairs out- | 
side of their own territory by reading | 
imsurance papers and informing them- | 
selves so they can act intelligently. 
Should Know His Business 
Mr. Ives said that no mutual or re- 


ciprocal arguments can in the long run 


prevail against the stock company 
agent who knows his business from 
the ground up. Intelligent insurance 
service and counsel is what the buyer 
wants and pays for. The stock com- 
pany agent has every advantage of set 
price. He is backed by a sound, sol- 


vent company which will continue in- 
definitely as a going concern. He is 
selling an article of the highest possible 
quality. He stands for the only busi- 
ness system which ever has been suc- 
cessful in insurance or any other line, 
and that is the system which recognizes 
the truth that there is no justification, 
progress, or glory in any schemes in 
the work of the world without some 
profit for the worker. If a retail mer- 
chant can justify a 25 percent profit and 
expense in addition to the cost to him 
already heavily loaded by other prior 
charges of the same nature, Mr. Ives 
said the stock insurance agent can jus- 
tify his work in the economic scheme. 
If he is unable to do so he might as 
well quit, in Mr. Ives’ opinion. 


Continental Wins St. Paul Case 





ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan. 15. 
brought against the Continental by Jacob 
A. Miller, doing business in St. Paul as 


the J. A. Miller & Co., was ended by a 
decision of the state supreme court Fri- 
day. The Miller company held a policy 
in the defendant company and following a 
fire at its place of business attempted to 
collect on the policy. The insurance com- 
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A Record 
of Years 


The good name of the Henry Clay Fire 
Insurance Company is built on the record of 
years of prompt and just payment of claims 
of property owners. The spirit of service and 
willingness to deal fairly with policyholders, 
added to great financial assets, have brought 
to this Company an enviable name in the world 
insurance, 

Your clients know the time-tested value of 


the protection you offer, when you sell them 
policies in 





This likeness of the . 
Great Commoner is ol 
our seal and your 
mark of protection on 
an insurance policy. 
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pany refused payment on the ground that 
the plaintiff had previously cancelled the 
policy. The Miller company had suffered 
a loss on Dec. 17, 1920, totaling approx- 
imately $8,000. 

The case had been tried twice in the 
Ramsey county district court. The first 
trial resulted in a verdict for the defend- 
ant insurance company, as did the second 
trial. A new trial was denied the Miller 
company in the lower court and they ap- 
pealed. In denying the motion, the su- 
preme court held that in view of the fact 
that the two juries had found for the 
defendant, and that there was practically 
no new evidence to introduce, it termi- 
nated the case. 


Wisconsin Fires Reduced 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Jan. 15.—Wiscon- 
sin fire preventionists are encouraged 


over the results of 1923, for although the 
number of fires shows increases in most 
cities, losses incurred show decreases 
from the 1922 figures. It is taken as an 
indication that fire prevention activities 
have made an impression throughout the 
state and that fire fighting facilities and 
fire protection means have been increased 
generally. In Milwaukee the number of 
fires was the largest in history, but the 
approximate loss was $25,000 less than in 


1922. In Antigo the loss was $80,00u 
less than in 1922. At Wausau the loss 
was about the same as the average for 


the past ten years. At LaCrosse the loss 
was $121,753 over the preceding year, but 
this was due to the destruction of the 
convent near there in December. 


Bulletins “Armistice” News 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Jan. 15—The 
action of the Western Union and the 
Bureau in signing an armistice until Jan. 
31 in the separation controversy was 
good news to Minnesota insurance men 
who have been facing disruption of their 
company relations. A bulletin explain- 
ing the newest development was promptly 
issued by the Minnesota Association of 
Insurance Agents, which has from the 
first been keenly alert to keep its mem- 
bers posted on developments in the case. 


Minnesota Farmers Mutuals Elect 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan. 15—Otto W. 
Kolshorn of ted Wing, Minn., was 
elected president of the State Association 
of Farmers’ Mutual Insurance companies 
at its annual convention here last week. 
Other officers chosen were F. J. Thoe, 
Farmington, vice-president; Andrew 
Stewart, Redwood Falls, secretary, and 
G. B. Thompson, Carlton, treasurer. 
George W. Wells, Jr., state insurance 
commissioner, was one of the speakers. 


Milwaukee Board Backs Mellon 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Jan. 15—One of 
the first groups of insurance men in Wis- 
consin to take a definite stand on the 
reduction proposal of Secretary of the 
Treasury Mellon is the Milwaukee Board. 
At its last meeting a resolution was 
unanimously passed declaring that “the 
plan of the secretary of the treasury is 
heartily endorsed and it is the sense of 
this body that the reduction recom- 
mended by him in the rate of taxation 
should be effected at the present session 
of Congress without delay, to the end 
that the benefits to be derived therefrom 
may be immediately felt.” 

Copies of the resolution were ordered 
sent to the Wisconsin senators and rep- 
resentatives. 


Hold Fires in Check 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Jan. 14.—The propa- 
ganda of fire prevention which has been 
spread throughout the state during the 
past year made itself felt during the 
intense cold spell which visited the 
northwest last week, and there were 
fewer roof fires reported than in many 
years past. 

Usually at this time of the year, when 
the state is gripped in a 20 below zero 
cold spell, fires are numerous, and most 
are laid to the cause of defective or 
dirty chimneys. This year the number 
of fires of this nature was materially 
reduced, as a direct result of the educa- 
tional campaign carried on. 


Green Bay Men Elect 


At the annual meeting of the insur- 
ance division of the Green Bay, Wis., 
Association of Commerce, the following 
officers were elected: President Henry 
Erichsen; vice-president H. Otto Gies- 
ler; Secretary, Earl E. Fisk. The fol- 
lowing directors were chosen: Fred 
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Smith, R. M. Tetzloff, H. J. Boland, 
Joseph Moore and L. S. Armstrong. The 
president appointed the following stand- 
ing committees: Fire prevention & Pub- 
lic Safety: Chairman, A. W. Joannes, 
Joseph Kaatz, L. S. Armstrong and C. J. 
Bellows. Legislative: Chairman, H. J. 
Boland, Charles Williams, O. F. Brandt, 
Joseph Moore. The board decided to 
put on an annual safety-first week in the 
spring of the year at the opening of the 
automobile season, which will be handled 
in a similar manner as fire prevention 
week which has been held every fall. 


Duluth’s 1923 Losses 


DULUTH, MINN, Jan. 
ance losses in Duluth in 
$691,712 as compared with $308,885 in 
1922. <A table of comparison since 1894 
shows three years with higher losses 
totals than 1923. In 1918 the losses were 
$852,120; in 1908, $813,299, and in 1906, 
$1,184,417. 

The salvage corps resumed operations 
on Nov. 13 after having been out of com- 
mission since June 1, 1921. It is being 
operated by the Duluth Board. That 
corps answered 58 calls in November and 
58 calls in December. 

Fire Chief Randall reported that uni- 
formed firemen of the department made 
a practice of inspecting all business 
buildings and manufacturing plants semi- 
annually, but that it is proposed to make 
inspections each 60 days hereafter. 


15.—Fire insur- 
1923 totaled 


Wisconsin Livestock Changes 


MADISON, WIS., Jan. 15.—Appoint- 
ment of State Senator W. L. Smith of 
Neillsville, Wis., as secretary and treas- 
urer of the Wisconsin Livestock was 
confirmed at a recent meeting of direc- 
tors here. Senator Smith took charge of 
the Madison office last fall following the 
resignation of E. N. McGee, manager and 
Ray Baker, secretary. Business of the 
concern at the end of the year, according 
to reports at the meeting, showed encour- 
aging progress which was reflected in an 
increase of the company’s reserve. 





Forest Fire Cases on Trial 


DULUTH, MINN., Jan. 15.—Forty-four 
fire cases arising from the October, 1918, 
forest fires are on the calendar for trial 
at the winter term of the federal court 
being held at Duluth this week. The 
Northern Pacific railroad and the United 
States railroad administration are named 
as defendants. It is hoped by the attor- 
neys on both sides that all the 1918 cases 
will have been cleaned up this year and 
full settlements arrived at. 


Walker Chosen President 


The Duluth Underwriters Association 
has elected Thomas W. Walker, presi- 
dent; E. R. Lindholm, vice-president; 
BH. B. Dunning, secretary-treasurer. 
Whitney Wall, Sr., and B®. G. Kreidler 
were elected new directors. The hold- 
overs are Paul Otis, Fred Bates and P. E. 
McComack. 


Wisconsin Notes 

F. W. Stanton has taken over the local 
agency of H. W. Ward at Redwood Falls, 
Minn. 

John Weishapple has taken over the 
local agency business formerly operated 
by Brunner-Weishapple at Durand, Wis. 

E. C. Maxfield, who is in charge of 








the Superior district of the Wisconsin 
Inspection Bureau, is critically ill at Du- 
luth 


Thomas E. Brennan, head of the T. E. 
Brennan Company, insurance adjusters 
of Milwaukee, died Jan. 10 at his home 
in that city. Mr. Brennan for the past 
28 years has been president of the T. E. 
Brennan Company, insurance adjusters, 
a firm which he organized in 1896. 

R. E. Vernor, manager of the fire pre- 
vention division of the Western Actu- 
arial Bureau of Chicago, IIll., will be the 
principal speaker at the meeting of the 
Foreman’s Safety School in Milwaukee 
the evening of Feb. 13, and will also be 
present at a dinner meeting of the fire 
prevention section of the safety division 
at noon of that day. 

Frank J. Krehla has been admitted to 
membership in the Milwaukée Board, 
representing the Krehla & Krehla 
agency, located in the Brumder building. 
The board meeting which admitted Mr. 
Krehla to membership also voted to con- 
tinue the fire patrol, which has been 
maintained by the board for some time 
under direction of Superintendent Michael 
J. Curtin. 

Bursting sprinklers caused fire alarms 
to be turned in from the Phoenix Hosiery 
Company, F. G. Smith Company, Charles 
Abresch Company, Gimbel Brothers and 
the H. Niedecker Company during the 
recent spell of severe cold weather which 
struck Milwaukee and the northwest. 
Sprinkler heads yielded to the frigid 
temperatures and burst, causing nominal 
damage in the above instances, 


Immediate steps to increase the fire 
fighting facilities of the city of New 
London, Wis., are to be taken, according 


to the city council, which has taken pre- 
liminary steps in that direction, follow- 
ing the recent fire which swept over two 
city blocks in the business district, doing 
a total damage of $150,000. 


Dakota Notes 


Clarence Heaton and Q. F. Vollmar 
have purchased the agency of Herman F. 
Michaels at Watertown, S. D 

The Blue Goose dancing party held at 
Fargo, N. , Jan, 11, was attended by 
about 80 couples. Informal dancing was 
enjoyed and lunch served. 

The Phil White meat market and Roch- 
dale store at Marmarth, N. D., were de- 
stroyed by fire causing a total loss 
estimated at between $10,000 and $15,- 
000. The loss was largely covered by in- 
surance. 

The Farmers State Bank building at 
Lunds Valley, N. D., was destroyed by 
fire. Fire fighters were handicapped by 
the failure of the fire extinguishers to 
work and the fact that the pump in a 
nearby well was frozen. 

Fire believed due to defective wiring 
consumed the Dew Drop Inn, the Elliott 
community hall and the building occu- 
pied by the Elliott Motor Service com- 
pany, at Elliott, N. D., causing a loss of 
about $10,000. Insurance was carried for 
about $5,000. 

The Golva meat market and the hard- 
ware store of Theodore Maanum at Golva, 
N. D., together with all contents were 
destroyed by fire. Balow and Kerin, 
owners of the meat market, estimated 
their loss on stock and building at $3,000, 
with half insurance. Maanum estimates 
his loss on stock and buildings at $10,000 
partly insured. 


Minnesota Notes 
Staples has purchased the in- 


in the Still- 
at Stillwater, 


Roy G. 
terests of H, C. Robertson 
water Insurance Agency 
Minn. 

“Herbert G. Knopp, who has been with 
the H. I. Howe rating bureau for six 
years, has associated himself with the 
Clarence O. Brown agency at Rochester, 
Minn. 

The Fairmont Farmers Mutual, Fair- 
mont, Minn., is considering the purchase 
of a fire truck for use in combatting 
farm fires in its territory. The company 
also has voted to cancel insurance for 
48 hours after a barn dance is held in 
any barn covered by one of its policies. 
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NEW KANSAS HAIL acmmatanad 





Rates for 1924 Season Filed With Com- 
missioner Baker—Advance for 
Western Counties 





TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 16.—A com- 
plete new schedule of hail insurance 
rates for Kansas has been filed by the 
stock companies writing hail lines with 
the insurance department. William R. 
Baker, superintendent of insurance, gave 
the companies a hearing Saturday to 
enable the companies to make a showing 
as to the necessity of the radical in- 





creases in some of the rates. No deci- 
sion will be rendered for some time on 


account of the commissioner attending 
the separation conferences in New York 
and Chicago. 

The new schedule hits the western 
half of the state rather hard and it is 
expected that there will be some sharp 
protests from the agents and the farm- 
ers in that territory because of the in- 
creases. The companies had a bad ex- 
perience with the hail business last year, 
however. 

The detailed 
schedule follows: 

The two zones which paid 2 and 4 
percent for hail insurance in 1923, com- 
prising approximately the eastern half 
of Kansas, will remain for 1924 as last 
year. The 2 percent zone is all of east- 
ern Kansas east of a line drawn along 


statement of the new 





a 
the eastern borders of Washington and 
Harvey counties. 

The 4 percent zone remains as last 
year and comprises Cloud, Clay, Dickip. 
son, McPherson, Harvey, Marion, Ottawa, 
Republic, Saline, Sedgwick, Sumner ang 
Washington counties, the two tiers of 
counties directly west of the 2 percent 
zone. 


The 5 percent zone of a year ago is 


entirely abandoned and a new 6 Percent 
zone is established. This zone comprigeg 
Barber, Comanche, Ellsworth, Harper. 
Jewell, Kingman, Kiowa, L incoln, 
Mitchell, Pratt, Reno and Rice counties. 

The old 7 percent zone is entirely 
abandoned and these counties, formerly 
paying 7 percent, are placed in a new 


8 percent zone 
nee, Osborne, 


Barton, Edwards, Pay. 
Russell, Smith and Stafford, 

All the other counties which were 
formerly in the 7 percent zone and algo 
those which were in the 10 percent zone 
last year, and comprising approximately 
one-third of the state, are placed in the 
new 10 percent zone. 


CODE REVISION AROUSES IRE 


Attempt to Strengthen the Electrica] 
Requirements in St. Louis Strikes 
Fire of Labor People 


Despite strenuous efforts on the part 
of St. Louis insurance men to force 
the board of aldermen of that city to 
take action on a bill revising the elec. 
trical code, which has been before that 
body now for 18 months, still further 
delay occurred Saturday last when the 
bill was recommitted to the public utif- 
ties committee for further consideration, 
The purpose of the revision ordinance 
is to make the present city regulations 
on electrical installations to conform 
with the requirements of the National 
Board. Members of the Electrica} 
Workers Union made such loud Pro- 
tests against the bill being recommit- 
ted to committee that it was threaened 
to clear the chambers. The bill directs 
that all electrical wiring in the down 
town districts shall be enclosed in con- 
duits. A like requirement is made for 
apartment houses more than three 
stories high in other sections of the 
city. Many contractors appearing at 
past hearings have urged enactment of 
this bill but some smaller contractors 
have opposed it on the ground that it 
will increase electrical wiring prices 
25 percent and saying that it is in the 
interest of the large contractors. 





Still Kindle Fires With Kerosene 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 15—Missouri has 
been accused of being the most “back- 
woods” state in the Union, its critics 
pointing to the lack of waterworks, fire 
protection, bad roads, poor streets and 
other deficiencies. But such startling 
proof of the state’s staid ways as has 
filtered into the Missouri Inspection Bu- 
reau from Springfield, one of the chief 
cities of the state, was not anticipated 
Recently a_ city-wide inspection of 
Springfield was made and Miss Janie 
Hubble, who had charge of the home in- 
spection blanks furnished to the school 
children, reports that of the 5,300 home 
reports fully half of the children re- 


ported that kerosene was used in their 
homes for starting fires. 
Deducting those homes that use gas 


for cooking or have heat furnished, the 
percentage of kerosene users was almost 
100 percent. Ignorance of the location 
of fire alarm boxes and how to turn in 
an alarm were other outstanding feat- 
ures. 


St. Louis Insurance Club May Quit 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 15—Members of 
the Insurance Club of St. Louis will de- 
cide this week whether the organization 


shall continue its existence or quietly 
pass out. The board of directors, on 
Jan. 8, decided that the outlook for the 


organization was such that the proposi- 
tion of winding up its affairs should be 
presented to the members for considera- 
tion. 

For four years the officers of the In- 
surance Club, with the assistance of 2 
few of the members, have had a tooth 
and toenail struggle to keep it function- 
ing. They have tried everything to key 
the membership to the proper pitch— 
eduational methods, but the young men 
and women of the business evidently 
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knew all there was to know, and social 
features, but sociability also failed. 

As Secretary-Treasurer J. W. Rodger 
uts it, “One thing stands out plainly, 
a that is the club was a good bet 
wnile it lasted, but the good die young.” 


Kenyon Loses Last Fight 


LINCOLN, NEB., Jan. 15.—Houghton 
w. Kenyon, formerly of Chicago, who 
came to Lincoln to organize the Bankers 
Fire and who was understood to have 
made a big promotion profit by handling 
the stock sales through a brokerage com- 
any he organized, lost his last battle 
in supreme court to escape serving a 
rison sentence on a conviction for em- 
pezzlement. That court refused to give 
him a rehearing, and issued a mandate 
that he be taken to prison to begin serv- 
ing @ sentence of from one to seven 
year’s. The embezzlement charge was 
pased on the use by Kenyon and his 
partner, Cc. E. Maixner, now in prison, 
gs collateral at a bank, of stock of a 
Cuming county farmer left with the offi- 
cers for reissuance in smaller blocks. 





Rogers’ Missouri Schedule 


Harry K. Rogers, engineer of the fire 
prevention department of the Western 
Actuarial Bureau, who is delivering talks 
on fire prevention and conducting fire 
schools for firemen in Missouri under the 
auspices of the Missouri State Fire Pre- 
vention Association, is scheduled to make 
a number of addresses in conjunction 
with the Sedalia, Mo., inspection. His 
rogram includes: Jan, 21, Rotary club; 
Jan, 23, Pathfinders; Jan. 24, Kiwanis and 
Women’s clubs. 

Mr. Rogers is also scheduled to deliver 
talks at Warrensburg on Jan. 28 and 29. 


Weir Heads Davenport Board 


DAVENPORT, IA., Jan. 15.—W. R. 
Weir of the Weir & Meier agency was 
dected president of the Davenport Fire 
Insurance Men’s Association at its annual 
meeting last week. Julius Junge was re- 
elected vice-president; E. F. Stenger, sec- 
retary, and James J. Kinnavey, treasurer. 


To Inspect Clinton, Ia. 


The Iowa Fire Prevention Association 
will hold a town inspection in Clinton, 
la, Feb. 6-7. R. E. Vernor, manager of 
the fire prevention department of the 
Western Actuarial Bureau, will be present 
and direct the activities on the two-day’s 
program. 


Nebraska Firemen Meet 


The Nebraska State Volunteer TFire- 
men’s Association held its annual con- 
vention at Beatrice this week. Nearly 
1000 delegates were in attendance. C. E. 
Hartford, former state fire marshal, was 
one of the speakers. He presented some 
phases of the work of that office and their 
relation to the public and the fire depart- 
ments of the various cities and towns. 
Fire Marshal Frey was also among the 
speakers. “The Proper Equipment of 
Fire Departments” presented by A. D. 
Shonaker of Lincoln was one of the fea- 
tures of the program. 


To Open Insurance Department 


The Commerce Trust Company of Lin- 
toln, Neb., is opening for business. This 
isowned by the officers of the National 
Bank of Commerce and along with the 
general trust business it will open an 
insurance department. 


Pratt to Withdraw Protest 


Citizens of Pratt, Kan., are expected 
to withdraw their demand upon the in- 
surance department for a hearing on the 
hew rate sheets sent out last fall by the 
Kansas Inspection Bureau. The Bureau 
‘ast week made a reinspection of the 
city and held numerous conferences with 
the business men, The result of the im- 
provements and the new inspection is 
said to have been satisfactory to the citi- 
wns. When the new rate sheets were 
amnounced the citizens filed a protest 
with the department. It is expected that 
this Will be withdrawn and the new rat- 
‘tgs will go into effect shortly, 


Iowa Notes 


_ Francis L. Foley has taken over the 
‘gency of Dennis Maher at Iowa City, Ia. 
night buildings were wholly or partly 
proved by fire at a loss of $60,000 
en fire swept the business district in 
‘tinbeck, Ia., last week. 

igubuaue, Ia., will be raised from a 
“ath to a third class city as a result 





of an amended building code and im- 
proved fire department. 

Des Moines had the largest fire of the 
year when a three-story automobile ac- 
cessory plant and paint shop burned, en- 
tailing a loss of $82,500, partly covered 
by insurance. 

H. E, Tallett, formerly with the M. A. 
Disbrow Company, has purchased an in- 
terest in the Clinton Insurance agency 
at Clinton, Ia., and will be associated 
with T. J. Slowie. 

The second serious fire within a week 
at Osage, Ia., last week caused damage 
of $75,000 to the B. E. Peterson Dry 
Goods Store, Lenthold & Evans Clothing 
Store, Tupper & Odden’s Hardware Store 
and adjoining buildings. 


Nebraska Notes 

Samuel Souders, former county treas- 
urer at North Platte, Neb., convicted of 
arson, was denied a new trial and sen- 
tenced to serve no less than 15 or more 
than 20 years in prison. He was con- 
victed of setting fire to the county court- 
house the night before accountants were 
to examine his books, some of these be- 
ing found partly burned in the attic. 

Fire at Red Cloud, Neb., Jan. 8, caused 
a loss of $100,000 upon which there is 
an estimated insurance coverage of $60,- 
000. The Hamilton Clothing Company 
and the George Trine Hardware Com- 
pany stores were totally consumed, the 
Cowden-Kaley Clothing Company partly 
destroyed, and the J. C, Mitchell and 
Cutting jewelry and drug stores dam- 
aged by smoke and water. 


Missouri Notes 


The Great American has withdrawn 
from Kennett, Mo., where it was repre- 
sented by the Kennett Insurance Agency. 

Frederick H. Kreismann, prominent St. 
Louis local agent’ and also president of 
the St. Louis Mutual Life, is confined to 
St. Luke’s Hospital in that city. 

Loss of $100,000 was incurred when 
fire struck the business district of Flat 
River, Mo., last week, destroying the Mil- 
ler Brothers dry goods store, William 
Spinos confectionery and L. B. Hise res- 
taurant. 

Fire starting in wood flasks in the base- 
ment of the foundry of the Stiles Manu- 
facturing Company, 125 East Quincy 
street, St. Louis, Jan. 12, did damage es- 
timated at $7,500. The company manu- 
factures automobile step plates and auto 
specialties The building owned by 
Charles Hayden was only slightly dam- 
aged, but the contents of the basement 
suffered seriously. 
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SCOTT TAKES UP AUTO RATES 


Texas Commissioner Confers With 
Companies and May Require State- 
ment of Experience 





AUSTIN, TEX., Jan. 15.—Automobile 
rates have been so demoralized in Texas 
that Commissioner Scott may take hold 
of them in the same vigoreus manner 
that he handled the fidelity and surety 
rates. This fact has just become known 
following a conference last week in Dal- 
las at which Judge Scott met the repre- 
sentatives of some 30 companies writ- 
ing automobile lines in Texas. 

Most of the companies would welcome 
decisive action by Judge Scott in or- 
der to put an end to the rate slashing 
that has been going on. However, the 
motive of Judge Scott is to be sure that 
the companies remain solvent and do not 
write the automobile business at such 
a loss as to jeopardize claims of Texas 
assureds. 


Made Order on Surety Lines 


Recently Judge Scott ordered five 
years’ experience filed on fidelity and 
surety business with notice that he will 
make the rates when it is all in. That 
may be the procedure, and in fact prob- 
ably will be the plan followed in con- 
nection with the automobile business, 

It would not be surprising if in the 
next few days Judge Scott would order 
the companies writing automobile in- 
surance to submit a statement of their 
Texas experience covering a fair period 
and then order rates that will be com- 
pensatory without being too high. 

Action of that kind may meet objec- 
tion on the part of the reciprocals and 
similar concerns writing insurance and 
cutting the rates to get the business 
from the recognized solvent companies, 

















. 
ts 





ee 


The Gambler— 
Depreciation 


No business man can afford to take 
a chance on depreciation. Estimates 
may suffice in some instances but de- 
preciation must be actual, it cannot be 
estimated. Insurance adjustments in 
time of loss are based upon present-day 
replacement cost minus depreciation. 
This factor alone must be given careful 
consideration. 


In the work of the Lloyd-Thomas 
Company, depreciation is the subject 
of constant critical study. This factor 
alone stamps a Lloyd-Thomas “appraisal 
as an authoritative and dependable 
document. 
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The [loyd-lhomas Co. 


RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 
4411 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 120 Broadway, New York 
Detroit 
















*“WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL?—It is a complete classified inventory of insurable 
property (except stock, merchandise and raw materials). Each item of property is 
valued at today’s cost to replace new. The amount of accrued depreciation is 
determined and the sound insurable value is given. 






ITS ADVANTAGES—Ist—It discovers insurable values that have long been written 
off the books through unscientific depreciation. 2nd—It gives the agent, the assured, 
and the companies value facts of property. 


3rd—It makes for adequate insur- 
ance protection, for in nearly every instance it calls for additional tmsurance.”’ 























ARCHITECTS IN INSURANCE PROBLEMS 


L. A. Wiweke & Co. 


(Pronounced: Wee-wick) 
30 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 


FIRE EXCESS TREATIES 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 


AUTOMOBILE 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 
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Gross Surplus for Protection of Policy-Holders, $183,409.44 
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but once Judge Scott takes a hand there | name of the Hardware & Furnituy ra 
‘ill be no stop Dealers Mutual, with general offices in 
| — F si | Stuttgart. The officers of the new eon, 
N ad ° | | pany are: R, Conn, president; w, E 
Call Attention to Premium Rule Keller, vice president; and O. M. Yous: 
SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS, $364,993.52 | ORLASOMA CHET, NEA. dun. 16-— [eee ene See ome 
For the information of policyholders in| Barnett, Robert Saenger, W. H. Kelle, 
408 FORT STREET, WEST 3 :} 7 " 7 DETROIT, MICH. Oklahoma, 36 of the leading insurance | 9, M. Young, J. C. Brummitt, H. E, Kyle 
agencies united in inserting a full page | and L. K. Buerkle. “= 
Ivertisen t in 1 pay x | Sai eee 
ttentior » tl ul yf the} ‘ . , 
4 ° ° State Insurance B vhicl ibits Placing Oil Properties 
The Best Field in the Insurance Business Giicipentan ‘a Gane else: | peek ele tac: 46d. 3 A | 
Today is Live Stock Insurance Reet ae ee Sak eres insurance ‘brokers of ha 
ea PP tes ag EE peg I ilizing in ie |] 
We want good men who work among farmers and stockmen to communicate with us sag gineighecotentae - ite, ‘s 1 ies of the south hw 
e e e ° . e e ° ° * : ees : Legit oe Py ict nd are reported to be get number 
Territory in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa and Pennsylvania or by note carrying 6 percent per annum | O¢ desirable lines. Some ti go the 
THE KASKASKIA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. ||! 8 meeting, to the Teal rate ie eee ee ee ee sini abe 
INCORPORATED | ent Y re re gem ce ‘oe % VV t Hage 
Heme Office - - = Shelbyville, Ilinois , ieien —_ 
New Arkansas Mutual Formed — 
STUTTGART, ARK, Jan. 14.—A new | Galveston Board to Feast ] 
j h C It R ‘ A monthly magazine for health mutual or nized by local men has been |} GALVESTON, TEX.. Jan. 14 The Cs t 
e asua y eview and accident salesmen. $2ayear || granted a charter in Little Rock. The | yeston Local Board will hold its anna 
‘new company will operate under the | “Oyster Feast’ tomorrow, Jat 5 ¢ 
| which Craig Belk of Houstor 
|} Cunningham, president of the Te. 
| sociation of Insurance Agents, have 
invited, in addition to the memb 
the local exchange. 
- — —— 
PROVIDENCE WASHINGTON INSURANCE COMPANY 
Providence, Rhode Island Plan Inspection for Bristow . 
ORGANIZED 1799 The Oklahoma Fire Prevention Asggog¢. s 
- 








ation will inspect Bristow, Okla, Ja, 


Capital $1,000,000 Surplus to Policyholders $4,659,796 92-22, Harry K. Rogers, engineer of th - 





fire prevention department of the Westen 
Actuarial Bureau, will be present and ajj 
in staging the two-day program, as wel / 
as directing the fire department in fh 


organization of a fire school. The assoc. 
ation will also present two reels of moy. 


VIRGINIA FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY _ |] it hicisies"n"ire“revonion 


Richmond, Virginia a 
Eacock-Kendall Goes Bureau 
ORGANIZED 1832 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan. 15- 


Capital $500,000 Surplus to Policyholders $1,579,671 Se ee Ore oe. oe 


City has gone Bureau, releasing the Cor 
monwealth, which has been transferre 
to the Mager & Swan agency. The agence; 
| has again taken over the business of th 
| United States Fire. 

| 























WESTERN DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO, ILL. Sicscih Dain Saeciiinen Wal 


Insurance Exchange | LITTLE ROCK, ARK., Jan. 14.—Tr 
| year 1923 has been one of the most ¢ 


| 
F. B. LUCE FRED. W. RANSOM HARRY CLARK | Structive in fire waste experienced rf I 





Manager Asst. Mgr. Supt. of Agents | Arkansas during the past decade, a | 
| cording to the annual report announce 
Live Agents Wanted Everywhere | recently by H. B, Savage, chief of tt NEI 
; conservation division of the Arkansas | \ 
| Fire Prevention Bureau, showing a tota 








re ' of 879 fires during the year with a death 
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Fire Association 
of Philadelphia 


Victory Ins. Co. 
of Pioladelphia 


and 


Reliance Ins. Co. 
of Philadelphia 


Mighty Good Agency Com- 
panies For You to Represent 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
INSURANCE EXCHANGE 
CHICAGO 


A. F. Powrie 
Manager 
F. H, Burke Melvin Le Pitre 
Asst. Manager 2nd Asst. Manager 

















Automobile 
Insurance 


Efficient and 
Expert Service 





| AUTOMOBILE DEPT. 


HANOVER FIRE 
INSURANCE Co. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 








Dayton Mutual Fire 
Insurance Co., “orio™ 


B. C. COLEMAN, Secy. 


Conservative and careful 
Management 


AGENTS WANTED 
Address Home Office 














| citizens 





toll of 70 and consumption of property 
amounting to $8,126,500. The previous 
year’s property loss amounted to $6,519,- 
818, with a total of 973 fires. In addi- 
tion 70 people were burned to death, 26 
of whom were men, 14 women and 30 
children. 


Plan Pine Bluff Improvements 


PINE BLUFF, ARK, Jan. 14.—An- 
nouncement made by Mayor Toney 
that the city had arranged to comply 
with requirements of the Arkansas Fire 
Prevention Bureau in order that the 
classification of the city may be changed 
and cheaper fire insurance provided in 
the business section of the city. 


iS 


Reports on Department’s Year 

LITTLE ROCK, ARK., Jan. 14.—The 
1923 collections of the state insurance 
department totaled $439,532, an amount 
approximately $22,000 in excess of the 
total collections for 1922, according to 
figures made public by Bruce T. Bullion, 
state insurance 


commissioner. A ma- 
jority of the total came from the 2 per 
cent tax on insurance premiums col- 


lected by foreign companies 
to do business in the state. Mr. Bullion 
said. A total of $395,471 was collected 
from this source, $4,238 from the five per 
cent tax against premiums collected by 
unauthorized companies and $39,822 from 
general fees charged by the commission. 
The total collections of 1923, while ex- 
ceeding those of 1922, are considerably 
less than the collections of 1921, a peak 
year, 


authorized 


Oklahoma Notes 


The Home transferred its underwrit- 
ers agency in Oklahoma City from Al 
Hieman Company to E, R. Ledbetter In- 
surance Company. 

Harry Carlin of Workman & Co., Okla- 
homa City, who was operated 
appendicitis recently, 
perating rapidly. 





| Ledbetter Insurance 
| City, 





birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. G. 
Tom Beavers. The former is connected 
with the T. E. Braniff Company of Okla- 
homa City. 


The Merchants Fire of Providence has 
applied for admission into Oklahoma 
through Starkweather & Shepley, under 
the management of Harvey K. Huie of 
Oklahoma City. 


H. M. Carmichael, manager of the Oil 
Insurance Association of Chicago, was in 
Oklahoma City, Friday Hé was accom- 
panied by Clarence Camegys, special 
agent from Tulsa, 

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Ledbetter have re- 
turned from their wedding tour through 
the east and south. While away, Mr. 
Ledbetter, who is president of the E. R. 
Agency of Oklahoma 
was to fill offices in two 
clubs. 


elected 
civie 


Arkansas Notes 


A volunteer fire company has been or- 
ganized at El Dorado, Ark., in an effort 
to improve the conditions there, which, 
in the past, have made fire insurance 
rates almost prohibitive. 

Former Sheriff Daniel S. Bray of Mal- 
vern, Ark., has announced the organiza- 
tion of the Farmers Mutual Life and, the 
Farmers Mutual Fire, which have been 
approved by the state insurance depart- 


ment, and Mr. Bray is now taking appli- 
| cations for insurance. 
Texas Notes 
W. A. Bayley of Goldthwaite, Tex., has 
sold his agency, which will be operated 
| by W. D. Clements. 


| ford in 
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on for | 
is reported recu- | 


Announcement has been made of the | 
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Gosling, 


E. B. Keeling, of the Phoenix of Hart- 
Texas, is visiting the home office 
of his company. 

The Church & Chittim agency has 
opened offices in the Bradey building at 
San Antonio, Tex. 

The local agency which recently 
opened in San Antonio, organized by 
three solicitors of Johnston, Burnett & 
is operating under the firm name 


of Sachs, Newton & Ramsdell. 


| KENTUCKY *AND THE> SOUTH 


LEXINGTON SEEKS LOW RATES | 


Conference Is Held Which Will Result 
in a Survey of the City by 
National Board 


LEXINGTON, KY., Jan. 15.—The 
of Lexington are very much 
pleased over the initial action of the 
newly installed mayor, H. L. Yancey, 
who has taken steps toward a reduction 
in the fire insurance rates for this city. 
A few days ago a conference was held, 
the mayor, Safety Commissioner J. 
Gentry and representatives of the Na. 
tional Board being in attendance. It 
was decided that a survey be made of 
conditions in Lexington for the purpose 
of supplying information to determine 
whether it is possible to have a new 
rating established. As a result of the 
conference, L. W. Evans and C, A. 
Whitney, of Chicago, representatives of 
the National Board, will at once begin 
the proposed survey. 





= | The last survey was made in 1910, 
cxf Nem 
INDEPENDENT ADJUSTER 








HENRY WENTZ, President 
The Only Ohio Company Sp 
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The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 
Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 


g on Plate Glass Insurance. 


SERVICE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 


L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’! Agent 
Not an Experiment 
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a week is the cost of The 
National Underwriter by 
annual subscription. 








and since that time much improvement 
has been made in the matter of fire 
protection. New motorized equipment 
has been added, the two-platoon system 
installed, an additional fire station built 


| in the southern section of the city and 


; the 





service improved in many other 
ways. Lexington is now in the fifth 
class, the same as 14 years ago. It is 


hoped that a resurvey will warrant a 
fourth class rating for the city. 


MAKE STATE 





SELF-INSURER 


Virginia Commission Reports to Legis- 
lature Plan for Fund to Cover 
Public Buildings 


RICHMOND, VA., Jan. 15.—Recom- 
mendation that the state of Virginia 
take immediate steps toward carrying 
its own fire risk and that if adopted the 
plan be extended gradually to include 
all public school buildings and option- 
ally all county buildings and other in- 
surable county property, was made by 
the commission on simplification of 
state and local government in its re- 
port submitted this week to the legisla- 
ture. It was further recommended that 
the plan be developed on a strictly sci- 
entific basis, with definite provision as 
to reserves, etc., the governor being 
authorized, in case of fire before the 
reserve accumulated is sufficient to 
— the loss, to secure a temporary 
loan for this purpose. 

The report points out that from a 
survey made in connection with the 
preparation of the budget for 1920-22 
atid reported to the general assembly 
of 1920 it was shown that on Jan. 1, 
1919, the state’s insurable buildings 
were of an estimated value of $10,992,- 
199 and that insurance was being car- 
ried to the extent of $5,285,271, or ap- 
proximately 50 percent of this value, at 
an annual cost of $24,724. <A further 
survey, the report recites, has just been 
completed showing the total and yearly 
average cost of fire insurance carried 
by the state, and the total and yearly 
average of losses sustained during the 
ten-year period ending Feb, 28, 1923. 








| THE 
London & Lancashire’ 
Insurance Company — 


Limited 


| of London 





CHARLES E. DOX, Manager 
Western Department 


39 S. La Salle St., Chicago, Illinois 





A. G. McILWAINE, Manager 











Hartford, Conn. | 
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The Concordia Fire 


Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, Wis. 


Total Assets, Jan. 1, 1923 . $4,928,796.23 
Capital Stock . . 2 2 « 750,000.00 


Re-Insurance Reserve . .  2,921,843.02 
Reserves of other Liabilities 423,697.46 
Surplus to Policyholders . . —1,583,255.75 
— Writing — 
Fire Tornado 


Sprinkler Leakage 


Rents Use and Occupancy 








The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 
MANSFIELD, OHIO 


An Agency Company Founded 1874 
Cathe ASSSS ccvvcccccccccccccsocccses 
ra 5, 508.02 
Net Cash Surplus ...... 171,125.82 236,633.84 
Contingent Assets .......cssecescees 373,957.03 
Total Resources of Company $610,590.87 
Total Amount at Risk............ $11,748.385.00 
Total Losses Paid.........++sseses 789.495.83 
Total Savings to Policyholders.. 661,466.46 


E. J. FORDNEY, Pres. J. M. COOK, Seo’y 
Present Rate of Dividend te Policyholders 
25 per cent 


BREVOORT 


HOTEL 
CHICAGO 


Insurance Headquarters 











Madison Street 
East of La Salle 


Brevoort Hotel upholds worthily 
the best traditions of American 
hotels famed for hospitality. 














RATE REDUCING 
APPLIANCES 


Bearing the label of the 


Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 


SAFETY CANS 


JUSTRITE MANUFACTURING CO. 
2067 Southport Ave., Chicago, Ill., Non-ex- 
plosive safety cans, automatic oily waste cans, 
fire extinguishers. Underwriters label on all 
devices. 
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The total premiums paid were $229,- 
138.11 and the total losses incurred were 


$100,700.12. For the year ending Feb. 
28, 1923, the premiums paid were $40,- 
484.27 


The report recites the experience of 
other states, including Louisiana, Mich- 
igan, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina and Wisconsin, which have 
cnacted statutes for insurance of state 
buildings through a fund accumulated 
for this purpose, pointing out that it 
was abandoned in Louisiana after a few 
years but appears to be working suc- 
cessfully in most of the others. 





REPORTS ON LOUISVILLE LOSS 





Kentucky Actuarial Bureau Gives Some 
Interesting Facts Relating to W. J. 
Hughes & Sons Lumber Fire 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 15.—The 
Kentucky Actuarial Bureau has pub- 
lished a very interesting report of the 
disastrous fire, on Dec. 27, which de- 
stroyed the plant of the W. J. Hughes 
& Sons Lumber Co., Louisville. All 
buildings and warehouses and contents 
were completely destroyed. They were 
all of frame construction, one to four 
stories in height, and formed a series 
of communicating areas of sheds, ware- 
houses and platforms, practically all 
under the same roof and without any 
cut off or fire walls, with the exception 
of the large adjoining one and two 
story lumber shed and warehouse across 
1 20 foot alley. All buildings were well 
stocked with seasoned, dressed lumber, 


sash, doors, mouldings and _ interior 
trim, making conditions highly favor- 
able for the rapid spread of fire. The 


loss on buildings was $57,300 and stock, 
$259,300. 
Broke Out in Packing Room 
The fire, of undetermined origin, broke 
out in the packing room on the second 


floor of the main building some time 
between 12 and 12:23 o’clock on the 
afternoon of Dec. 27. The building was 


a four-story frame structure, occupied 
by their offices on sections of the first 
and second floors, the remainder as 
warehouse, glazing and packing rooms. 
The packing room was located near 
the office and the fire spread so rapidly 
that the employes barely had time to 
escape. 

The fire was fanned by a southwest 
wind which, however, helped to save 
the seriously exposed buildings of the 
Louisville Varnish Company on the 
south. But so intense was the heat 
that, with the wind blowing away from 


the above risk, the exposed windows 
and doors were burned out and the 
floors near same were badly damaged. 


The efforts of the fire department were 
bent towards confining the fire to the 
burning buildings which were enveloped 
es doomed a few minutes after the out- 
break of the fire, 


Hampered by Lack of Openings 


The firemen were seriously hampered 
by the lack of openings in the outside 
walls of the main building, which pre- 
vented them from getting effective 
streams to the seat of the fire. The 
entire group of buildings of the lumber 
company with their inflammable con- 
tents formed a very serious fire haz- 
rd. Their construction and location, 
toycther with their contents, afforded a 
most favorable condition for the rapid 
and sweeping spread of fire. This was 
conclusively proven by rapidity with 
which every building of the company 
was involved and completely consumed. 

This fire again proved the fact that 


when fire once breaks out in large 
frame buildings in which are stored 
large quantities of dried lumber and 


mill work or similar combustible ma- 
terials, it is practically impossible to 
check the flames. In order to preclude 
the probable occurence of a like disas- 
ter in similar risks now existing, the 
Actuarial Bureau urges the installation 


of automatic sprinkler systems. In 


risks of large communicating areas such 
fire stops should also be pro- 


as this, 


vided by the introduction of standard 
mre walls. Even without the sprinkler 
systems, effective fire walls would ma- 
terially aid in confining the fire within 
a limited area. The outside walls of 
these buildings should have a liberal 
number of fairly large windows so lo- 
cated that the fire department can ef- 
fectively play streams upon the con- 
tents in case of fire. 


MISSISSIPPI RATING BILL UP 


Senator Roberts Renews Attempt to 
Put Measure Through Legislature, 
Promising an Active Session 


JACKSON, MICH., Jan. 15.—Follow- 
ing quickly upon the heels of the con- 
vening of the Mississippi legislature, 
Senator Roberts of the insurance com- 
anittee, has placed upon the senate cal- 
endar a new bill to be introduced au- 
thorizing the establishment of a fire in- 
surance rating bureau in the state. Gov- 
ernor Russell definitely killed the rating 
bill passed two years ago by a veto. 

Only nine members of the senate 
which passed the bill are back at this 
session, and the question is new to them. 
When the bill is reported from the in- 
surance committee, Senator Roberts in- 
tends to ask that it be considered con- 
currently with the bill passed at the last 
session and which the Governor re- 
turned with his veto yesterday, and con- 
sideration of which was made special or- 
der tor Jan. 31. At least one other 
rating bill will be introduced in the sen- 
ate and it is probable that the senate will 
set a time for considering them all to- 
gether, possibly on the same day the 
vetoed bill is to be taken up. Commis- 


sioner Henry is planning to present a 
rating bill. 
The high spots in Senator Roberts’ 


new bill are as follows: The organiza- 
tion of associations to adopt schedules 
of rates rules and forms for conducting 
business; the insurance commissioner 
shall pass upon the fairness of the sched- 
ule before the rates are put into effect: 
all companies not being members of the 
rating bureau must file their schedules 
with the insurance commissioner; only 
the schedule of rates adopted by the 
companies shall be used in writing poli- 
cies under pain of legal action; the, in- 
surance commissioner shall order a “fair 
and just” reduction of the rates in event 
the underwriters realize a profit better 
than 5 percent, the companies re serving 
the right to anneal from the reduction: 
companies not members of rate associ- 
ations shall likewise have their rates re- 
duced if the profits justify it. 





TO SUBORDINATE INSURANCE 


Report of Special Commission Would 
Put Virginia Department Under 
Corporation Commission 


RICHMOND, VA., Jan. 15.—In its 
report submitted to the legislature this 
week, the commission on simplification 
and economy of state and local govera- 
ment recommended that the bureau of 
insurance “be restored to its proper place 
as a division of the department headed 
by the corporation commission, and that 
such consolidation of divisions be made 
as in the judgment of the corporation 
commission is feasible.” It was further 
recommended that the commission have 
control over expenditures of all its divi- 
sions and over the appointment of all 
employes thereof, and that the law be 
amended in so far as it permits insurance 
companies to reduce or withdraw bonds 
or other security, required at the time 
of organization of admission to do busi- 
ness in the state, without the knowledge 
and consent of the corporation commis- 
sion. 

Discussing the relationship of the bu- 
reau of insurance to the corporation 
commission the report says: 

“The corporation commission is charged 
with certain duties and responsibilities with 
reference to insurance companies. The 


bureau of insurance is theoretically a 


tion commission and subject to its con- 
trol. Practically, it is an independent 
agency. In other words, the corpora- 
tion commission is charged with certain 
responsibilities, but is without powers 
corresponding to these responsibilities, 
This statement implies no criticism of 
persons in charge of the corporation 
commission or of the bureau of insur- 
ance. The question is one of administra- 
tive organization and principle and is 


not connected with personalities. This 
arrangement may have worked satisfac- 
torily down to the present time, 
but is unsound from an administra- 


tive point of view, and is bound to lead 
to trouble in the future. The bureau of 
insurance should be restored to its 
proper place as a division of the cor- 
poration commission. Technically, it 
should be in the same position under 
the commission as the banking division, 
and when so restored it should probabiy 
be combined with the banking division. 
This an administrative detail that 
might be left to the judgment of the cor- 
poration commission in working out its 
organization.” 


is 


Regional Meeting or Columbia 


The first regional meeting of the 
Tennessee Association of Insurance 
Agents will be held at Columbia, Feb- 
ruary 7th in the Bethel House. All 
agent members are invited and as the 
session will only be one day it is hoped 
many can come. The members of the 
Columbia Board, of which C. D. Loone 
president, will be the hosts. The 
officers of the association have several 
important matters to be submitted to 
members. 


is 


Cochrane With Old Dominion 


R. L. Cochrane, who has been traveling 
out of Roanoke, Va., for the Virginia 
Inspection & Rating Bureau, has gone 


Old Dominion Fire of that city 
and will cover Vir- 
R. A. Chenery, 
has been trans- 


with the 
as a special agent, 
ginia for the company. 

chief clerk in the bureau, 
ferred to Roanoke, succeeding him there. 
Mr. Chenery succeeded in the Rich- 
mond office by R. M,. Hutchesin, hitherto 
rating clerk. The Old Dominion is a 
comparatively new company, having 
been organized about eight months ago 


is 


Florida Pond’s Big Splash 


Big plans are being made for the 
Florida Blue Goose relative to the big 
flight to Orlando, Fla., for the “swim” 


scheduled to take place at that city, ac- 
cording to Beale Travis, most loyal gan- 
der. Definite assurance has been received 
that John F. Stafford of Chicago, most 
loyal grand gander, will be with the 
Florida ganders Jan. 17-18, when the 
“swim” takes place. A golf tournament 
will be held at 2 p. m. Jan. 17. On Jan. 
18 a field club will be organized and the 
mid-winter splash and initiation will take 
place. The Blue Goose banquet will be 
held at 7 p. m. Jan. 18 and will be fol- 
lowed by an informal ball. 





New Fire Marshal Appointments 


FRANKFORT, KY., Jan. 15.—A num- 
ber of new state appointments have been 
made within the past few days. Henry 
M. Bosworth, chief deputy auditor in 
charge of the department of fire preven- 
tion and rates, has named Malcolm Brown 
of Lexington, Ky., and Joe Bowman of 
Danville as field men for the department. 
William R. Hukill, Paris, Ky., has been 
named assistant fire marshal. He had 
served four years as fire marshal under a 
previous period of democratic control. At 
Paducah, Ky., Jack W. Nelson becomes 
deputy fire marshal, and the post at 
Louisville will go to James Ross, to suc- 
ceed Henry Harris, who had held office 
under several administrations. 


Louisville Board Election 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Jan. 15. 
Louisville Board at its annual meeting 
elected officers for the ensuing year as 
follows: President, Franck C. Carpenter, 


The 





of Carpenter & Dudley; vice-president, 
Edward J. Miller, of Edward J. Miller & 


Co.: secretary-treasurer, reelected for the 
sixth consecutive year, W. M. Watson. 
Mr. Watson has been with the board for 
the better part of 35 years in various 


capacities. 

J. A. Viglini, the retiring president, had 
served two years in that capacity. He 
was presented with a handsome silver 


service by the board, George L. Danforth, 
of George L. Danforth & Co., making the 
presentation talk. 

The Board as a whole had a very fair 
year, in spite of setbacks in its efforts to 
hold Louisville free of the banking ageney 
difficulties, and keep the profession free 
of part timers, but at that made fj, 
progress in the matter of holding its 
own. 


Heavy Kentucky Tobacco Loss 


Companies insuring the Burley Tobacep 
Growers’ Cooperative Association's Prop. 
erty at Campbellsville, Ky., were hit hard 
on Jan. 15, when warehouse, receiving 
plant, and about a million pounds of tp, 
bacco were burned in an estimated log 
of $300,000. The report stated that th 
loss was complete, the fire having secype, 
considerable headway prior to arrival 9 
the department. It was discovered by a 
watchman, and is said to have Started 
from defective wiring. 


Alabama Pond Postpones Swim 


The mid-winter swim of the Alabam 
pond of the order of Blue Goose will tay 
place in March instead of January ty. 
cause of the inability of John F. Staffor 
of Chicago, most loyal grand gander, wh 
had planned to attend the January swip 
Mr. Stafford will be in the south to qa. 
tend meetings of the Carolinas pond ans 
the Florida pond, but will be una) 
through time limitation to make the Ap. 
bama meeting. Another trip, contemplate 
for early March, will be made to th 
South by Gander Stafford, at which tim 
the Alabama pond will arrange its swir 
according to L. P. Goodwin, wielder 
the goose quill of the pond. 





New Orleans Exchange Elects 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Jan. 15.—H, Tay. 
lor Rowland, of the firm of Rowland ¢ 
McRedmond, was elected president of th 
New Orleans Exchange at ,the annua 
meeting last week. He succfeds Harol 
S. Mayer. Other officers elected are Ray 
Vallon, vice-president; Linden F. Bray 
secretary, and H. F. Strack, treasure 
New members of the executive committe 
are as follows: M. J. Hartson, Harold§ 
Mayer, Sol Bloodworth, and Arthur Hue 
the latter being elected to fill the une 
pired term of Raoul Vallon, who wx 
named vice-president and by virtue 
that office becomes chairman of the con 
mittee. The holdovers are John X. We 
mann and J. H. Bodenheimer. 





Louisiana Notes 


Dowdell Brown, southern 
the Commercial Union, 


manager ¢f 
was Visiting Ne 


Orleans the past week. 
Ed. S. Harris of Birmingham, speci 
agent in Alabama for the Continents 


was a New Orleans visitor the past wee 
Olin L. Patillo, well known gener 
agent of Dallas, Tex., was a Crescet 
City visitor last week, en route to th 
Texas city from Atlanta, where he spe 
the holidays. 
Harold S. Mayer 
chaux & Mayer, past president of th 
New Orleans Insurance Exchange, ¥ 
sail from New York next week on ato 


of the firm of 6 


around the world. 
Four state agents of the Liverpool é 
London & Globe were in New Orlea 


last week conferring with Manager J. 
Pepper and other officers of the south 
department. The visitors were J. B. x 
Kee, Nashville, Tenn.: J. H. Speed, De 
las, Texas; Frank E. Godwin, Little Rod 
Ark.; James E, Sharpe, Oklahoma Ci 





Tennessee Notes 

The Nashville, Tenn., agency of ® 
American of Newark has been tnt 
ferred from Loventhal Bros. to Willz 
Winter Lyon & Co. 

The annual meeting of the Nashvi* 
Board will be held this week and ¥ 
take the form of a luncheon at the Ht 
mitage Hotel. W. P. Rutland is 
president and William Winter Lyon * 


retary-treasurer. 

The Tennessee Association of Ins 
ance Agents has appointed as its com 
ence committee: Charles B. H. Loventlt 
Nashville, chairmz ms H. G. Cham 
Franklin; H. M. Caldwell, Clarksvilé 











Albert Frierson, Shelbyville; W. P. 
land, Nashville. 


Kentucky Notes 

The Snyder General Agency of Let 
ton, Ky., is moving its office to Lo 
ville, Ky., in the Kenyon building 

Kentucky insurance men were 
sorry to hear of the bereavement of* 
seph H. Kemper, Kentucky state a 
for the Columbia Fire, who lost his ™ 
Jan. 7. 

Fillmore Tyson, pensioned Louis’ 
fire chief, who has been in charge of 
du Pont Powder Company’s private 
tection at City Point, Va.. has de® 











part of the organization of the corpora- 


Preside 
dent: 
Keeler 


Ne 


POR? 
§Pecia) 
the No} 
tion coy 
phe 
A meet 
Blue 
With th 








, 1924 
— 
forth, 
NS the 





'Y fair 
orts to 
aAzency 
N free 
le fair 
Ng its 


SS 


“obaceo 
$ prop. 
‘it harg 
Ceiving 
| Of to. 
ed logs 
hat the 
secured 
rival of 
“di by a 
started 


wim 

Alabama 
Vill take 
ary be. 
Staffor 
ler, wh 


pm plate 

to th 
ich tim 
ts swin 
ielder 


lects 


—H, Tay- 
ywland & 
nt of th 
> annud 
s Haro 
ire Raow 
*. Braw 
treasurer 
‘om mitte 
Harold § 
1ur Hue 
the uner- 
who wa 
virtue 

the con 
1 X. We 


anager 
iting Ne 


m, spec 
yntinent 
past wees 
n gener 
. Crescent 
ute to th 
e he spet' 





m of Gol 
ont of th 
ange, ¥ 
c on ator 


iverpool 
-w Orlean 
nager J. 
1e southern 





y of Lexitt 
-e to Le 
uilding. 
were 
ment of # 
state a 
lost his ® 


4 Louist 
harge of! 
private F 
has bet 












































January 17, 1924 


— —_ 
of protection for the 


supervisor Olds 


} 


Motor Works, Oldsmobile auto manufac- | 


turers at Lansing, Mich. 
Announcement was made at Paducah, 
Ky. to the effect that William F. Brad- 


| loss. 


THE 





pipe organ, with insurance of $2,500. 
The pipe organ was reported as a total 
Frozen water plugs handicapped 


| the firemen materially. 


shaw, of the Bradshaw & Weil agency, | 


had become president of the First Na- 
tional Bank, which has arranged to con- 
eolidate With the Merchants Trust & Sav- 
ings Bank. 


R. B. Thurmar of Hodgenville, Ky., 
formerly postmaster of that city, has 
: and 


purchased an interest in the fire 
eneral insurance agency 5 
Thurman & Wright, buying the interest 
formerly owned by his cousin, Cad P. 
Thurman, now state agent in Kentucky 
for the Continental. 

Fire at Lawrenceburg, Ky., on Jan. 8 
destroyed the Lawrenceburg 


‘urch, loss being $30,000 on building, 
Con insurance of $11,000, and $4,000 on 
—————— Le 
as ee 


— 


DIVIDE PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 


Special Agents’ Association Announces 
Districts and Committees in 
Charge of Each 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., Jan. 16.—The 
districts embraced in the territory over 
which the Special Agents’ Association 
of the Pacific Southwest has super- 
vision, together with the personnel of 
the executive committees appointed in 
charge of such districts have been an- 
nounced as follows: 

Metropolitan district of 
—Executive committee composed of 
L. F. Knight, H. M. Tucker, R. G. 
Stich, Joseph Brochiero, George A. 
Kingman, B. C. Fischer, A. F. Ehrhorn, 
J. S. Suydam, E, E, Price and Charles 
Van Valkenburg (ex-officio.) 

District No. 1, Los Angeles county 
south of Hollywood —— and west 
and south of city “shoe string strip.”— 
J. F. Boylan, chairman; J. E. 
am, Ross, F. V. D. 
Nyblom and F. E. Cowan. 

District No. 2, Los Angeles county 
east of the “shoe string strip” and south 
of the main line of the Salt Lake Rail- 
road—W. L. Wallace, chairman; O. W. 
Bryant, P. G. Keeler, W. H. Kemp, Ed- 
ward L. Gilbert and F. J. Carter. 

District No, 3, Whittier —J. P. Yates, 
chairman; G. O. Rhorer, J. T. Bryson, 
E. N. Hillegas, A. H. Schaeffer, W. J. 
Reed and A. H. Bonstin. 

District No. 4, San Fernando valley 
towns in Los Angeles county north and 
west of Hollywood, east of Los Angeles 
and north of the Salt Lake Railroad to 
San Bernardino county line—Wm. F. 
Kuhl, chairman; A. C. McConnell, 
C. P. Taylor, J. R. Roth and R. H. 
Merrill, 

District No. 5, San Bernardino 
Riverside counties—J. S. Suydam, 
chairman; Ray F, Ott, F. W. Cardwell, 
F, W. Andrews and Joseph J. Ward. 

District No. 6, San Diego and Im- 
perial counties —B. C. Fischer, chair- 
man; Charles Quitzow, A. L. Knesel, 
CM. Tobin and H. Gregg. 

_District No. 7, Orange county.—C. H. 
Gatched, chairman; B. M. Grove, W. A 





Los Angeles. 


Crandall, 
3angs, A. W. 





and 


Dunham, C. K. Moore and F. Warde 
Brand. 

District No. 8., Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties.—J. T. Brocksieper, 


chairman; T. R. Alkalay, V. W. McKin- 
- A. L. Nicoll and Royal M. Shep- 
rd. 

District No. 9. Arizona.—C. A. Swift. 
chairman: FE. E. Price, B. J. Kellner, 
and H. M. Frank. j 

The officers of the Special Agents’ 
Association are: Chas. Van Valkenburg, 
President; W. L. Wallace, vice presi- 
dent; L. G. Feyan, secretary: P. G. 
Keeler, treasurer. P 





Northwest Field Men to Meet 
eee CAND. ORE.. Jan. 14.—About 30 
the 4 a of Portland will attend 
pete west Special Agents’ Associa- 
oan at' Seattle Jan. 25 and 26, 
4 ing to H. W. Randall, president. 
* Meeting of the northwest pond of the 


rs Goose will be held in conjunction 
ith the session. 





Robert D. Asher of Pineville, Ky., has 
associated himself with the agency of 
A. B. Gilbert in that city. He is the 


| grandson of Judge T. J. Asher and a son 


of H. H. Asher, state highway commis- 


| sioner and president of the Bell National 


of Hubbard, | 


Baptist | 


Bank of Pineville. Judge Asher is one 
of the most prominent men in eastern 
Kentucky. 


Virginia Notes 


Gibson, Moore & Sutton, Richmond 
local agency, is planning to move Feb. 1 
from offices in the Mutual building into 
more commodious quarters in the new 
office building of the Richmond Trust 


' Company. 


, ON THE PACIFIC COAST 





| 
cor 


Percy J. Perry of London Assurance 
Nominated to Head Coast 
Field Organization 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 15.— 
Percy J. Perry, vice-president during 
the past year of the Fire Underwriters 
Association of the Pacific, is to be that 
organization’s new president, according 
to the report of the nominating com- 
mittee, which was made public this 
week. Mr. Perry, who is special agent 
for the London Assurance in the Pacific 
Northwest, succeeds his namesake, Fred 
J. Perry, who has held the chair for 
the past year. Charles A. Colvin, Paci- 
fic Coast manager for the Providence 
Washington, Boston and other compa- 
nies, has been nominated vice-president 
and G. A. Yocum of Marsh & McLen- 
nan has been named for secretary- 
treasurer. 

The committee submits the following 
as the executive committee: Fred J. 
Perry, superintendent of agents for the 
Royal, Queen, Newark and Capital; R. 
W. Osburn, formerly manager of the 
North British & Mercantile; W. H. 
Gibbons assistant general agent, Ed- 
ward Brown & Sons, and William Dean 
of Selbach & Deans. 

The annual meeting of the association 
will be held in the room of the Pacific 
Board Feb. 5-6. 


OPINIONS ON PAST YEAR VARY 


Managers’ Estimates of Pacific Coast 
Loss Ratio Run All Way From 
35 to 60 Per Cent 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 15.— 
Opinions among fire insurance mana- 
gers in San Francisco vary as to the 
average experience for all companies for 
the year 1923. Some offices report a 
ratio of between 35 and 40 per cent, 
while others go as high as 65 per tent. 
The managers for the companies hav- 
ing the higher ratios express the opin- 
ion that the Pacific Coast loss ratio will 
average between 50 and 60 per cent, 
while the more fortunate offices are of 
the opinion that it will be approximately 
48 percent. 

Practically all offices report increases 
in premium income. The higher loss 
ratios are to be found mostly in the 
offices which had large lines in Berke- 
ley, Sonoma and Marin counties, in 
southern California and in Astoria, 
where most of the larger fires of last 


vear occurred. The new year opened 
with rather a severe series of claims 
and some of the bigger offices have 


been compelled to start the New Year 
under a handicap. They all agree, how- 
ever, on the outlook for 1924, feeling 
that business conditions generally 
throughout the entire territory are such 
as to imbue them with optimism. 


Northwest Situation Acute 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 16.— 
It is reported in fire underwriting cir- 
cles in San Francisco that during the 
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Hanover Fire Insurance Co., of New York 
Tokio Marine & Fire Ins. Co. Patriotic Ins. Co. of America 
Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co., (Underwriters Dept.) 
Northwestern Fire & Marine Ins. Co., of Minneapolis 
Fidelity & Casualty Co. 
American Automobile Insurance Co., St. Louis 


; ness in 


past week the general agency situation 
in Pacific northwest has become more 
acute and several managers are demand- 
ing definite action by the Pacific Board. 
The board is to hold meeting this week 
on the matter. 


FIELD CHANGES ON THE COAST 


Many Transfers and New Appointments 
in Pacific States Announced 
With the New Year 





} 
| 
Arthur P. Dee, special agent for | 
Hinchman, Wentz & Miller, general | 
ugency, covering the San Joaquin val- | 
ley, has resigned. Mr. Dee was for- | 
merly with the Knapp & Hunt local | 
agency at Fresno, Cal., going from | 
there to the Fireman’s F und, later going | 
to the Glens Falls as special agent, from 
which company he later resigned to 
take over the special agency position 
for Hinchman, Wentz & Miller, with 
which company he has been associated 
for the past year. 

Robert S. Aitken has been appointed | 
special agent for the fire department of 
Balfour, Guthrie & Co., covering east- 
ern aimee, northern Idaho and 
eastern British Columbia, succeeding 


a local agency at Kalispell, Mont., prior 
to which he was in the insurance busi- 


Scotland. His present head- 


| quarters are in Spokane, Wash. 








Announcement of the transfer of 
FE. Tracy, special agent for the Conti. 
nental, travelling Utah and Southern 
Idaho, to Sacramento, Cal., has just | 
been made. He is to succeed Herbert 
C. D. Keith, who has resigned. Mr. 
Tracy has been with the Continental 
for the past three years. Mr. Keith 


| 
| 
| 
H. F. Mordoff. Mr. Aitken comes from | 
| 
| 


| has not announced his plans for the 
| future. 
a 


FE. Ford, until recently special 
agent for the Old Colony and County 
Fire, travelling central California and 
Utah, has been appointed to succeed 
Mr. Tracy at Salt Lake. Mr. Ford is a 
native of the mountain city and after 
ttending the University of Utah for 
three years he left to go into the insur- 
ance business, receiving his _ local 
agency experience when affiliated with 
the Agency Company of that city, later 
joining the underwriting department of 
the Guardian Fire of Salt Lake. 
George W. Christensen, who has 
been covering the northern California 
territory for the Republic Underwriters, 
has resigned. He has not announced 


using the two large charts which haye 
been prepared by the publicity bureay 
of the Board for use in connection with 
addresses to be made by him throughoy 
California. The subject of his talk wil} 
be “What Insurance is and What it 
Means to the State and Nation”. Mr, 
Helser, who in addition to being vice. 
president of the West Coast Life j, 
president of the California Developmen; 
Association, will discuss “The Pay 
That Credit Plays in Progress.” 


Libel Suits Are Filed 


The Northwestern National has file 

libel suit in the federal court at Sap 
Fr: ancisco for $13,000 damages against 
he “Underwriters Report” of Sap 
Francisco, the insurance paper, and 
$200,000 against five prominent citizens 
of Berkeley, Cal., the company declar. 
ing that there were published “false 
and unprivileged statements relative to 
the Berkeley fire last September,’ ” The 
five Berkeley people sued are as fol. 
lows: Roy O. Long, president, an 
Charles Keeler, secretary of the Cham. 


ber of Commerce; Frank H. Thatcher 
manager of the Berkeley branch of the 
Mercantile Trust Company; William 


F. Morrish, 
tional Bank, 
city attorney. 


president of the First Na. 
and Lemuel D. Sanderson 


Movie Ranch Burns at Universal City 


Sweeping through the flimsy 
picture sets on the big “back ranch” of 
Universal City, Cal., flames early Friday 
destroyed stages, properties and equipment 
valued at more than $250,000. Starting 
from an unknown origin shortly after 
midnight, the fire gained great headway 
before it was discovered. taging through 
the big 230x110 foot stage, the fire com. 
pletely destroyed sets for three serials 
and two feature pictures, upon which 
work was under way; two $10,000 gener. 
ators, scores of smaller lights and eyep. 
tually spread into the property room, 

One of the biggest items of loss was 
the destruction of hundreds of Austria 
guard uniforms, secured by Universal for 
the filming of “Merry-Go-Round,” which 
were loaned by the Austrian government 
under insurance by Lloyds. Insurance 
was carried in the amount of $137,090 o 
the ranch and $100,000 on outside sets 
with the following companies: Norwich 
Union, Philadelphia Fire & Marine, Colo 
nial, Newark, Hanover, Commercial Un 
ion, Stuyvesant, Alliance and Eagle, Star 
It is not known how many of the insure 
outside sets were on the property at th 
time of the fire. 


moving 


Piers Razed at Ocean Park by Fir 





his plans for the future. 





Fire and Life Men on Program 

Fire and life insurance will be most 
ably represented on the same program 
when Percy F. Garnett, publicity man- 
ager of the Board of Fire Underwriters 
of the Pacific, and Charles W. Helser, 
vice-president of the West Coast Life, 
both of San Francisco, address the 
Credit Men’s Association of Los Ange- 
les on Jan. 17 in that city. It will be 





the first public address of Mr. Garnett | 


Sweeping through three great pier 
| which comprise Ocean Park amusement 
center, one of the largest playgrounés 
on the Pacific coast, fire destroyed th 
resorts and concessions with a loss esti- 
mated at $2,000,000. 

The fire originated in a small pie 
restaurant, which was soon in a mas 
of flames. Fanned by a strong north 
wind it spread to adjoining concession 
engulfing the whole ocean front. 

The fire started at 9:30 a. m., ani 
within two hours the entire ocean from 
section was consumed. Oil soaked pil 
ing and fragments of beautiful theater 
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— — a 
and dance halls blazed through the | Great Falls, Mont., was appointed to in- 
afternoon. vestigate the rate situation. Adam Gil- 


The following were included among the 
greatest losses of the fire: 


Dome theater, $300,000; Rosemary 
theater, $150,000; Bon Ton ballroom, 
$200,000; Giant Dipper ride, $100,000; 
pickering pleasure pier, $500,000; Lick's 
Dome pier, $450,000; ¥ razier pier, 
$250,000. 


Fidelity Union in California 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 16.—The 
Fidelity Union Fire of Dallas, Tex., has 
jyst been licensed to transact fire 
automobile insuranee in California. H. H. 
tacy of Los Angeles will act as general 
agent. 


Long Leaves National Board 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, 
percy V. Long, for several years assist- 
ant general counsel for the National 
Board, in charge of the Pacific Coast, has 
resigned this position. Mr. Long has 
heen appointed to lead the campaign for 
Coolidge in California. 


Jan. 16. 


Pasadena Gets Rate Reduction 


The Pacific Board has just announced 
a complete rerating of Pasadena, Cal., 
and Lamanda Park, which will result in 
a general reduction in fire rates. An 
application was made to the board sev- 
eral months ago by Pasadena for a re- 
duction in rates due to extension of the 
fre department and improvements in the 
city’s alarm system. After 
by the National Board it 
that the application be approved, after 
which the Pacific Board made reinspec- 
tion with the result that the lower rate 
basis was adopted. The new rates are 
now being distributed. 
The Pacific Board has 
cent reduction in the 
surance on churches, schools, 
apartments, flats, private 
stables in Berkeley, Cal., which have 
metal, slate, tile or tar gravel roofs. This 
brings the basic rate down to 30 cents 
a year. 


investigation 
recommended 


announced a 5 
rate of in- 
dwellings, 
garages and 


basic 


Discuss Hail Rate on Coast 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan, 15—A 
meeting was held last week of the 
Pacific Hail Insurance Conference for the 


purpose of discussion of past experience 
and rates for the coming 
The first session was 
when a committee 


season. 

held Tuesday, 
composed of C., L. 
Larson, special agent for the Home of 
New York at Salt Lake City, and J. E. 
Campbell, in charge of the hail depart- 
ment of the Henry Evans Companies at 











liland of the Hartford and John A. Carl- 
son of the Niagara are chairman and 
secretary respectively of the hail confer- 
ence, 

Hail men agree that the 1923 season 
proved unprofitable, as few of the hail 


writing companies will show 
year. 


a profit this 


Starts New Investigation Bureau 
SAN FRA Jan. 15 
J. Sloan, for past three 


NCISCO, CAL.., 
the 


Henry 
years special 


agent in charge of the arson bureau of 
the National Board at San Francisco, has 
established the National Bureau of In- 


vestigation, which has been organized to 
give an independent service in the inves- 
tigation of suspicious fires. Mr. Sloan 
has been in the business of running down 
incendiary fires since 1916, when he 
joined the National Board in New York 


City. In California he has been respon- 
sible for the apprehension of numerous 
“firebugs.” 
Non-Board Bureau Expands 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 15—The 
‘alifornia Underwriers’ Bureau, the non- 
board rating organization, is to open a 
branch in San Francisco. I. M. Fisher, 
general agent; R. H. Jenkins, general 
agent, and Ray Wickler, special agent, 
all of Los Angeles, are in San Francisco 
to confer with northern California mem- 


bers of the 
of opening 
branch. 


organization for 
quarters for the 


the purpose 
new northern 


Coast Notes 


Hopkinson, 
P acific Board, 

Santa Cruz, Cal., 
Mr. Hopkins was 
3oard for some 
seven years 

Frank C, 
board of fire 


a %. 
the 


former 
died at 
last week, 
auditor 
ten years, 
ago. 


auditor 
his home at 
age 61 years. 
for the Pacific 
retiring about 


Sykes, former member of the 
commissioners of San Fran- 
cisco, has been reappointed to the board. 
He succeeds Judge J. F. Davis, president 
of the commission, who has been ap- 
pointed to the civil service board. 

The local agency em of Young & 
Neese, Long Beach, Cal., has dissolved 
partnership. Se 3 oaks. one of the 
firm members, has started an agency of 
his own. R. EE. Young, the other mem- 
ber, has become insurance manager for 
Dodge & Barton, 

Richey, Mont., was 
which wiped out four stores, the 
drug store, Hug store, Hanson & 
general store and Standard Mercantile 
hardware shop. The loss is estimated at 
between $45,000 and $55,000, but is well 
covered by insurance. 


visited by a fire 
Turner 
Eliott 








NEWS FROM EASTERN FIELD 











HARTFORD BOARD’S ELECTION | 


|in any non-dividend paying mutual fire 


C. H. Brigham Again Heads Local | 


Board, All Other Officers Be- 
ing Reelected 


HARTFORD, CONN., Jan. 
Clement H. Brigham, of F. F. Small 
& Co., was reelected president of the 
Hartford B oard of Fire Underwriters 
at the annual meeting. G. Burgess 
Fisher, of the G. B. Fisher Company, 
was reelected 7 president; Edwin S. 
Cowles, Jr., E. S. Cowles & Son, 


14.— 


secretary, ay C. M. Goddard of the 
New England Insurance Exchange, 
treasurer. The executive committee was 


returned entire, as follows: William R. 
Penrose, of W. R. Penrose & Company, 
chairman: Marshall O. Wells, of H. W. 
Conklin & Company; Robert C. Knox; 
J. Watson Beach, of Beach, Foreman & 
Company: Arthur W. Allen, of 
Russell & Allen. 

Thomas H. Scotland, 


Ir 


of the Hartford 
ire, was elected chairman of the rat- 
mg committee to succeed John A. Cos- 
mus, and other members were chosen 
4s follows: L. H. Small, assistant man- 


ager_ of the Insurance Company of 
North Americ a: W. F. Patten of the 
Automobile ; Samuel G. Howe of the 


Equitable Fire & Marine; John T. 
~ special agent for the 
ta 

It was proposed to extend the special | 
tules to read, “It shall be 
‘or any member of this board to issue 


| board 


| LEVIS 


| New 


Allen, | 


| serve for 


Continen- | 


a violation | | A. M. Wood in his annual report. 


insurance company a policy for an 
amount in excess of that which such 
mutual company writes without the aid 
of ‘stock company reinsurance.’” The 
decided that this was a matter 
for the companies themselves, and not 
their agents, to consider and the amend- 
ment was lost. 


IS NAMED PRESIDENT 


Heads New England Exchange, Which 
Had Annual Meeting in Boston 
Last Week 

BOSTON, MASS., 
Levis, 
ciation, 


15.—William 
special agent of the Fire Asso- 
was elected president of the 
England Insurance Exchange at 
its annual meeting in Boston last week. 
The other officers elected were: Second 
vice-president, H. J. Hill; and members 
of the executive committee, T. F. Buch- 
anan, J. H. Campbell and C. W. 
well. These newly elected. officers 
two vears. The other officers, 
whose terms do not expire until 1925 
continue in office, these being: G, H. 
Allen, first vice-president: J. F. Gough, 
chairman executive committee; W. A. 
Ellis and H. R. Worthy, members of 
the executive committee. The activities 
of the exchange during the past year 
were reviewed by Retiring President 
The 
with 


Jan. 


| Exchange, which opened the 


year 
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ARGUS CHARTS 
FIRE CASUALTY 


‘*Twice as Many Companies’’ 
1362 Insurance Exchange, Chicago 


Mr. Local Agent, 
Every Town, U. S. 


Dear Sir:- 


The Argus Chart is the most useful small 
reference book you have ever had in your hand. 


Note the complete showing of companies—that 
is what a chart is for. The Argus gives the 
figures of ALL. 


Why else does anyone want a chart? If it 
does not give the companies one wants to look up, 
it is only half useful. The Argus Chart is 
complete. 


All the leading stock companies— 
the small stock companies— 
the mutuals— 
the reciprocals— 
the Lloyds. 


The last four cannot be found ANYWHERE ELSE 
except in an expensive reporting service. 


An agent needs a chart in soliciting. He 
meets the competition of every sort of insurance 
concern. ‘‘I don’t know’’ is a poor answer 
when he is asked about them. HE IS EXPECTED TO 
KNOW—or to be able to tell. He can with an 
Argus Fire Chart or Argus Casualty Chart. 


The right Chart means premiums. It will SAVE 
premiums and GAIN premiums. The right chart is 
the Argus. 


The National Underwriter 





























Over a million in assets and 
enjoying PROSPERITY, 
CONFIDENCE, PRESTIGE 
and SUCCESS. All due to 
unselfish management; to  fair- 
ness and liberality in writing 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile 
Insurance. 





The Liberty Fire Insurance Company 
j.c. 


BARDWELL, President 
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under the jurisdiction of the exchange 
rating department during the past year, 
including the central stamping office in 
Rhode Island. The entire state of 
Rhode Island is now in the exchange 
with the exception of Providence. 


Confer on Maryland Legislation 


A conference between Deputy Insur- 
ance Commissioner Coudon of Balti- 
more and representatives of all insur- 
ance interests in this city will be held 
Thursday to consider important amend- 
ments to the insurance laws. Those to 
attend will represent the life, fidelity, 
casualty and marine agents and brokers 
interests. 

While heretofore insurance firms 
have looked somewhat askance on 
amendments to the law suggested by 
the state insurance department, har- 
mony is expected during the session of 





One of the most perplexing questions 
to be dealt with is the definition of an 
agent. It is desired to bring about leg- 
islation which will shut out of the 
agent’s commission those not regularly 
in the insurance business, but who 
through political or other influence are 
able to demand a commission. Another 
important questidn to be taken up will 
be that of rebates. 


Hartford Stocks Active 


The insurance stocks are easily the 
center of interest in the Hartford market. 
Further advances have been experienced 
in the past week. Aetna Life is up 25 
points at 480 bid, with stock offered at 
485. Travelers is up 20 points at 660 bid, 
stock offered at 665. Aetna Casualty & 
Surety is up two points at 460 bid, stock 
offered at 470. Connecticut General is 
unchanged at 800 bid, with no stock 
offered. 


In the fire group, Phoenix Fire and 





necessity in every local agency. 


weather-vane stage. 
tion. 


Size as a Factor 


A medium sized company such as the Metropolitan-Hibernia is a 
Its size guarantees personal and 
prompt attention toagency problems. Every Metropolitan-Hibernia 
agent feels that he is a member of the family. His wants are 
carefully satisfied. The Metropolitan-Hibernia has passed the 
It isa staunch company worthy of representa- 
We should be pleased to receive agency inquiries from Ohio, 
Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin and Illinois. 





John Naghten & Co. 


General Managers 


Metropolitan - Hibernia 
Fire Insurance Company 


Non-Affiliated 
Established 1863 


Insurance Exchange 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





W. E. HOUK 
Terre Haute, Ind. 


State Agent for 
Illinois and Indiana 








CHICAGO IN 1833 


Operating in Illinois, 

Indiana, Ohio, Penn- 

syvlania, Michigan 
and Wisconsin 


— on 
a. ao 


E. P. GREINER 
Cleveland, Ohio 


State Agent for 
Michigan and Ohio 














We Have for Sale 


50 Fidelity Phenix Ins. 

50 Continental Ins. 

25 Home Ins. 

10 American Alliance Ins. 
10 Atwood Fire Ins. 
25,Great American Ins. 


Telephone: John 4000 





Inquires Invited 


J. K. RICE, 


NEW YORK 


We Want to Buy 


50 Pacific Fire Ins. 
100 U. S. Fire Ins. 

50 Franklin Ins. 

25 Preferred Acct. Ins. 
50 Niagara Ins. 
100 Hanover Ins. 


JR. & CO. 


36 Wall Street 











Aetna Fire is up 13 points 
at 508 bid, stock offered at 512. Hart- 
ford Fire is up six points at 526 bid, 
stock offered at 533 and recent sales in 
between. National Fire shows further 
advance of 10 points at 630 bid. Auto- 
mobile Insurance is up eight jpoints 
at 318 bid, with stock offered at 325. 


asked price. 


Mulhern Philadelphia Marshal 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Jan. 16.—James 
O. Mulhern, now acting fire marshal of 
Philadelphia as successor to George W. 
Elliott, appointed assistant director of 
public safety, is lauded by Mr. Elliott 
and by Chief Jacob Clinton of the bureau 
of fire prevention as one of the ablest 
fire investigators in the country, his work 
having been largely in dealing with fires 
of incendiary origin. It is understood 
that the appointment will be made per- 
manent after Mr. Mulhern passes a civil 
service examination. Mr. Mulhern en- 
tered the service of the municipality 35 
years ago. In 1907 he was assigned to 
the fire marshal’s office. He has been 
chief assistant for four years. 


Plan Drastic Film Ordinance 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 15.—Drastic 
provisions for safeguarding moving pic- 
ture theaters and other property against 
fire from films are promised for Balti- 
more in discussion of the new fire-pre- 
vention ordinance which the city may sub- 
stitute for the present unsatisfactory fire 
prevention measure. This ordinance prob- 
ably will be recommended by the fire 
prevention committee to the Baltimore 
Safety Council for adoption. 


Rochester 1923 Fire Record 


ROCHESTER, N. Y., Jan. 15.—Property 
loss in fires in Rochester last year totaled 
$591,840 as against a total loss of $588,460 
in 1922. There were 1,423 fires and 1,834 
alarms, an increase in ‘ires of 97 and in 
alarms 67 over last year. 

Of the causes of fires during the past 
year Chief Jaynes points out that 129 
were caused by carelessness, 220 by over- 





cigar or cigarette butts. Twelve - 
of incendiary origin, 590 were due to Mis. 
cellaneous causes and 257 resulte@ 


fro 
causes that were not determined, ” 


Biddle Spoke at Scranton 


The Scranton, Pa., insurance ASSOCia. 
tion has reelected John S. Burwel] presi. 
dent. Charles H. Biddle of Wilkes Bars, 
Pa., president of the Pennsylvania Asso. 
ciation of Insurance Agents, was the 
main speaker at the meeting. 


Pennsylvania Notes 


The fire loss at Sunbury, Pa., in De. 
cember, $80,000, was the largest of any 
one month since the City Hotel was de. 
stroyed with a $10,000 loss ten yearg ago 
Fire Chief Hoppe announces. , 

The following commissions were jg. 
sued to Philadelphia agencies last weg. 
Newark Fire to L. M. Addis & (: 
American Union to Henry Krug; Ameri: 
can Equitable to A. M. Waldron, These 
commissions were discontinued: J, 
Canning for the Merchants Fire; Charles 
J. Nyholm & Co. for the Great Americap 
Abe Schlesinger for the Newark Fir: 
Charles Tredick & Co. for the Hawkey 
Securities. 





Eastern Notes 


The National Retailers Mutual of Ch. 
eago has been admitted to Maryland, 

Wilson, Forster & McCall of Buffalo 
have appointed William J. Jenkins map. 
ager of the fire insurance department 
Mr. Jenkins entered the business in 18% 
with Worthington & Sill, now Worthing. 
ton, Sill & Morgan. 

A spark caused by a pail containing 
gasoline striking against the spring of 
an automobile started a $20,000 blaze ip 
a private garage at Buffalo, N. Y,, on 
Saturday. The garage, two Pierce-Ar. 
rows and a Ford were completely de. 
stroyed. 

Sudden change in the temperature is 
believed to have been the reason for the 
collapse of a 64x100-foot addition to the 
Harrison Radiator plant at Lockport 
N. Y., which occurred last week. The 
building was of brick and concrete ani 
had been finished to the second floor, 








IN THE CANADIAN FIELD 
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FEDERATION’S NEW COUNCIL 


Appreciation Expressed for Work in 
Amending Bank Act as Affecting 
Insurance Agencies 


The retiring chairman of the Cana- 
dian Federation of Insurance agents 
has forwarded a report of the year’s 
activities to all members. At the an- 
nual meeting of the federation in Tor- 
onto, the following were nominated 
to the council for the ensuing year: 
J. S. Proctor, Toronto Insurance Con- 
ference; Arthur MacBean, Fire Insur- 
ance Brokers Association of Montreal; 
Cecil Bethune, Ontario Fire Insurance 
Agents Association; AH. D. Stewart, 
Ottawa Fire Insurance Agents Associa- 
tion; J. G. Trueman, Hamilton Agents 
Association; Robert McKay, Winnipeg 
Committee of the Western Canada Fire 
Underwriters Asociation G. L. Schetky, 
Brit.sh Columbia Insurance Agents As- 
sociation; Luke S. Morrison, New 
Brunswick Fire Insurance Agents As- 
sociation. 

The names of Mr. Proctor and R. B. 
Adams of Toronto were considered for 
chairman, and Mr. MacBean undertook 
to obtain the consent of one of these 
gentlemen to act. 

The meeting went on record express- 
ing its full appreciation for the work 
done by the retiring chairman on be- 
half of the federation, and congratula- 
ted him on his success in obtaining an 
amendment to the Canadian bank act, 
which makes it illegal for any officer or 
agent of a bank to act in the capacity 
as agent for an insurance company, or 
as agent for any person placing insur- 
ance, and the banks are further pro- 
hibited from exerting any pressure on a 
borrower by insisting on his placing his 
insurance for the security of the bank 
in any particular company. 

At the last meeting of the executive 





committee of the Winnipeg committee 
of the Western Canada Fire Underwri- 
ers Association, a similar resolution 
expressing appreciation of Mr. Wick 
ham’s work in this connection wa 
passed. 


Farewell Dinner to Lawrie 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Jan. 16—Some 32 of 
his colleagues gathered together ata 
dinner given at the Manitoba Club to 
William Lawrie, who is going east, to 
express their sincere wishes for his suc- 
cess in his new sphere of activities, and 
to congratulate him on his promotion 
W. H. Hurd, branch manager of the Gen- 
eral Accident, presided. A _ presentation 
was made to the guest of honor of 4 
handsome piece of Sheffield plate, suita- 
bly inscribed, as a slight token of appre- 
ciation and the high regard in which he 
is held by his colleagues here. Enter- 
taining and witty speeches were maéé 
by B. M. Armstrong, Robt. McKay and 
Arthur de Jardin, to which Mr. Lawrie 
responded. Mr. Lawrie left Saturday 
assume his new responsibilities in Mont 
real. 


Plan “Clean Your Chimney” Week 


At a meeting of the safety committee 
of the young men’s section of the 
Greater Winnipeg Board of Trade last 
week it was decided to plan a “clean 
Your Chimney” week for the first week 
in February. This was to be patterned 
on the same line of campaign as was Ul- 
dertaken in St. Boniface among thé 
schools, during the present winter, the 
results of which had brought about 4 
much reduced loss from this cause. The 
chairman also reported that he had been 
very successful in securing the cooper 
tion of the fire chiefs, police and electri¢ 
inspectors of the Great Winnipeg district 
in this connection, 


Discuss Forest Fire Aid 
TORONTO, ONT., Jan. 16—The ministet 
of the interior of Ontario, Charles Ste¥ 
art, addressing provincial delegates - 
conference of forestry conservation last 
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week, stated that he was prepared to 
recommend federal assistance for the 
provinces in their efforts to reduce fire 
ravages if such a step were considered 
necessary by provincial authorities. Util- 
ity of aeroplanes for fire patrol work 
was also discussed, 


Canadian Loss Figures 


According to the “Monetary Times,” 
fre losses in Canada during the two 
weeks ending Jan. 9 are estimated at 
$1,846,575, as compared with $899,350 for 
the eorresponding period last year. This 
js nearly $1,000,000 in excess, 


Insurance Cancelled Before Fire 


At Kapuskasing, Ont., 11 buildings 
were destroyed by a fire which broke out 
in the Ontario hotel. The fire spread 
from there and attacked the other build- 
ings in turn, which comprised the River- 
yiew hotel, the Montreal store, and 
every building up to the mayor’s resi- 
dence. There was no water in this part 
of the town and very little insurance 
was carried by those sustaining losses, 


THE NATIONAL 


as the companies had cancelled off in the 
majority of cases, due to this circum- 
stance. 


Canadian Notes 


Wansbrough, 


Se & 
Boston and New 


manager of the 
Hampshire at Winni- 
peg, has gone to Vancouver, B. C., on 
business connected with his companies. 


The Dwyer flour mill and elevator at 





| stroyed 


Lumsden, Sask... were completely de- 
by fire last week, the damage 
estimated at $50,000, $20,000 of 
was in grain contents. 

John Calverley, branch manager of the 
Employers Liability, Britannic Under- 


| being 
which 


| writers and Merchants Marine at Winni- 


| peg, is 


slated to go east to occupy a 
higher position at the head office of these 
companies in Montreal, but this change 
will not take place immediately. 

The Mathewson Block at Strasbourg, 
Sask., was completely destroyed by fire, 
thought to have originated from a de- 
fective furnace. The total damage is 
estimated to be $45,000, made up by the 
block, $12,000; stock of general store, 
$25,000; household goods of four families 
living in block, $4,000; tin shop, $1,500; 
tailor shop and fixtures, $2,500. 





= 





MOTOR INSURANCE NEWS 











OPEN ILLINOIS THEFT BUREAU 


Clearing House, Organized by T. P. 
Sullivan, Starts Operations, With 
Springfield Headquarters 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Jan. 14— 
The Illinois Automobile Theft and In- 
formation Bureau has been organized 
in this city and started operations on 
Jan, 1. This bureau was organized by 
T. P. Sullivan, who has been in charge 
of the theft bureau of the state auto- 
mobile department under Secretary of 
State L. L. Emmerson for the past five 
years. The bureau will act as an in- 
formation clearing house on automobile 
thefts for all subscribing companies and 
expects to effect a material reduction 
in theft losses to automobile writing 
companies in Illinois. The bureau will 
keep and maintain a record of all cars 
stolen from the company contracted 
with, listing past losses as well as fu- 
ture losses. It will keep and maintain 
an index record by motor number of 
all passenger cars registered in Illinois 
and check such records with stolen car 
reports of the companies, check all re- 
ports of all re-sale cars insured and 
bulletin weekly all policy rejections and 
cancellations reported by all compa- 
nes. A monthly bulletin service will 
also be maintained on all fire losses re- 
ported by the companies. Police offi- 
cials will be bulletined on all thefts and 
the bureau will assist local and state 
officials in the recovery of cars and the 
apprehension of thieves. The bureau 
only started functioning on Jan. 1, but 
in the first week of operation made a 
remarkable record in recoveries. Mr. 
Sullivan, who is handling the manage- 
ment of the bureau, has had five years 
experience in this work in the state 
department under Secretary of State 
Emmerson. 





NATIONAL ISSUES NEW POLICY 


Puts “Actual Value” Contract in Hands 
of Agents in Country A Terri- 
tory 


An “actual value” automobile policy 
has just been issued by the National of 
Hartford and is now being written by 
the company’s agents in Illinois, Mich- 
gan, Ohio, Minnesota, Wisconsin and 


Nebraska. In the other states in the 
pen west where filings are required 


€ company will issue the new contract 
4s soon as it complies with the various 
state requirements. The policy will be 
sued only in country A territory for 
the present. 

Like the “no amount” policy issued by 
several other companies the National's 
contract carries a premium that is based 
upon the factory list price of the car. 
A flat premium is charged and applies 








irrespective of the age of the automobile. 
The National will not discontinue the 
use of the automobile forms that it has 
been using, and hence the writing of the 
new contract will be optional with 
agents. In commenting upon the new 
plan the company says, “The former 
method of rating cars under the so- 
called ‘merit system’ was most unsat- 
istactory; also the sales resistance 
brought about by an effort to determine 
the proper amount of insurance to use 
in writing a policy is now removed.” 


TO BE VOTE ON “NO AMOUNT” 


Western Automobile Underwriters Con- 
ference Members Will Probably 
Decide Adoption of This Form 


A general meeting of all the com- 
panies belonging to the Western Auto- 
mobile Underwriters Conference will 
be held in Chicago some time during 
this month for the purpose of consider- 
ing whether Conference companies shall 
in the future issue a “no amount” auto- 
mobile policy. As chairman of the ad- 
visory rate committee of the Conference, 
H. A. Miller, assistant western manager 
of the North America, has prepared a 
rate scale which will be offered for con- 
sideration at the coming meeting. A 
number of conference companies have 
been urging the adoption of the “no 
amount” policy. It is believed that at 
the meeting which will be held to con- 
sider the question, it will be voted to 
permit Western Conference companies 
to issue this form. The belief is that 
it will be decided to allow conference 
companies to issue the “no amount” 
policy if they care to, but that the pres- 
ent forms will be continued. Many of 
the Conference companies which desire 
the “no amount” policy do not wish, 
-however, to issue a contract which will 
‘bring them smaller premiums than are 
now ‘secured under the existing forms. 
Consequently, it is believed that the 
rate committee will work out a plan 
which will carry with it a rate approxi- 
mately the same as that now charged. 

Advocates of the “no amount” policy 


UNDERWRITER 








~ COMBINATION 
AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE 
MANUAL 


Loose-Leaf 
Complete 


Always Up-to-Date 


‘onvenient 


All Necessary Underwriting Information 


COMBINATION AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE MANUAL 


Thus satisfying an insistent demand of agents 
and brokers for a joint manual in the inter- 
ests of efficiency, expediency, simplicity, uni- 
formity and convenience. 


AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE BUPEAL The Only Comprehensive Manual Available, Compris- 
ing _— All Standard Rules and Rates 

For All Classes of Coverage 

Full Official Serial Number Data 





Revised pages issued promptly as 
changes become effective; not period- 
ically; and forwarded immediately 
through central distribution service 
direct to agents. 





Address all inquiries, stating quantity, to 


Sales Division, 427 W. 42nd St., New York 





piled and Published by the 


Automotive Service Bureau 


Towson Station Baltimore, Maryland 











RANCE LAM PANVoe NEW HAVEN? 
CONNECTICUT 
CASH CAPITAL, $500,000.00 





HE East and West Insurance Company, the Companion 
Company of the Security Insurance of New Haven, Conn.., 
has been well received in the field by local agents. The Secur- 
ity has made a reputation for promptness, liberality and 
service in connection with its agents. The same policy is 


adopted for the East & West. 


The East and West has been entered in all the states in 
which the Security operates. In additition to its capital of 
$500,000 it has a net surplus of like amount. It writes the 
same lines that the Security does. The East and West will 
have the advantage of the long experience of the Security. The 
same official staff and department managers and the same field 
men are guiding the destinies of both companies. Thus the 
East and West is assured of a capable experienced and aggressive 
management. 


Western Department 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 
Walter D. Williams, Manager 














THE WISCONSIN LIVE STOCK INSURANCE COMPANY 


Complete Live Stock Lines 


Good Territory Open 


MADISON 


COMMERCIAL 
HOG INSURANCE 
Nerth Carolina 
Seuth Carolina 
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WHEELING 
Capital $200,000.00 


O. E. STRAUCH, Secy. 


Wheeling, West Virginia 


WM. V. FISCHER, Asst. Secy. 


Organized 1867 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
Surplus to Policyholders $344,258.94 


C. W. VOELLGER, State Agent 








MILWAUKEE MECHANICS’ 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
TORNADO 


FIRE 
TiIM&-TEMPERED 


INCORPORATED 1852 


AUTOMOBILE 


STRENGTH, SECURITY AND SERVICE 

















FIRE, MARINE, WINDSTORM, 
AUTOMOBILE, SPRINKLER 
LEAKAGE, RIOT AND 


STUART MORGAN, State Agent, Michigan, East Lansing 
CASHMAN & EVANS, General Agents, Colorado, Denver 


H. T. JULIAN, State Agent, 


ALFRED PAULL & SON 


F. G. HERMAN, State Agent, Indiana and Kentucky, Indianapolis, Ind. 


O. T. PRICE, 
CLAUDE SHERWIN, 
EK 8. FREEMAN, St 


E. W. PEPPER, State Agent for Minnesota, Minneapolis 
J. D. LA TEER, 2127 Insurance Exchange, State Agent, Illinois and Wisconsin, Chicago 


of Watertown 11-2. 


EXPLOSION INSURANCE 


Western Ohio, W. A. SEAVER, State Agent for Eastern 
Ohio, Columbus, Ohio 
, General Agents for West Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va 


State Agent, Missouri, Kansas City, Mo. 
State Agent, Kansas and Oklahoma, Wichita, Kans. 
ate Agent for Iowa and Nebraska, Omaha, Neb. 

















R. M. BISSELL, President 


TWIN CITY FI 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
The Company That Aims To Excel In Service 


FIRE 
HAIL 


AUTOMOBILE 


WILLIAM WALSH, Secretary 


RE INSURANCE COMPANY 


TORNADO FARM 


TRACTOR 











SURPLUS 
LINES anpb 
FLOATERS 


Exceptional facilities for handling Surplus and difficult lines 
and unusua! forms of insurance in best American and Foreign 
companies and at Lloyd’s, London. 
Re-Insurance Contracts Drawn and Placed. 
YOUR BUSINESS SOLICITED; 
PROMPT ATTENTION 
F. R. THOMPSON 


Insurance Exchange Chicago, Ill. 











H. M. BARFIELD 





H. S. BASSETT 


etary 


CHARLES H. HARRADEN 


Managing Underwriter 


Buckeye National Fire 


Insurance Co. 
$149,508.34 


ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT MAKING SPLENDID PROGRESS 


OHIO AND MICHIGAN AGENTS WANTED 


Surplus to Policyholders - - 








{ panies 


{ National 








declare that its use eliminates at least 
two-thirds of automobile correspondence, 


, that assureds are better satisfied, and 


that policyholders who know that they 
can buy the “no amount” policy do not 


{shop around from one agency to an 


other in an effort to secure the largest 
possible amount of coverage. The com- 
at present issuing the “no 
camount” policy are the Ohio Farmers, 
| National Union, Milwaukee Mechanics, 
Liberty, North British and 
North Western National. 


Auto Business Only Fair 


Automobile business on the Pacific 
Coast in 1923 was not as good as fire 
insurance business from all reports. 
Whereas most of the fire insurance of- 
fices enjoyed increases for that class of 
business, there were several automo- 
bile offices which did no better than 
hold their own, while a few reported 
slight losses in premium income. In 
the aggregate, however, the experience 
for the entire Coast will show an in- 
crease, It has been estimated that the 
loss ratio will average 40 percent. Some 
offices, however, report as low as 25 
percent while others are near the 50 
| percent mark, 





Allow Fleet Policies in Kansas 


TOPEKA, KAN., Jan. 15—Companies 
writing automobile lines in Kansas will 
be permitted to write “fleet” policies 


hereafter. Superintendent Baker has ab- 
rogated the rule that has been in force 
for some years, requiring that every 
motor car or truck insured in this state 
| have a separate policy. The rule was 
originally made on the theory that the 
| writing of fleet policies at a lower rate 
| was a discrimination against the owner 
of a single car or truck. Mr. Baker does 
| not believe this is a discrimination un- 
less there is discrimination in the rate 
granted to owners of the same number of 
trucks. It may be necessary for the com- 
panies to file a schedule of rates applica- 
ble to the owners of different numbers of 
trucks or cars when all are covered by 
the same policy. 


The department felt that when the 
companies were able to save time and 
money by writing fire, theft, collision, 


property damage and other insurance on 
a fleet of cars or trucks in a single policy 
and would return a part of this saving 
to the policyholder, it would not be a 
violation of the anti-discrimination law 
so long as all the owners of three, five 
or ten trucks or cars were given the 
same rate. 


Clear General Motors in Maryland 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 15.—Deputy 
Insurance Commissioner Coudon has 
completed his investigation of the charge 
of N. T. Tongue, local insurance man, 
that the General Motors was issuing poli- 
cies in Baltimore and placing insurance 
on cars sold by the company. The inves- 
tigation has cleared the company and has 
shown that the charge was made through 
a misunderstanding of the facts. Mr. 
Coudon has found that the company has 
not been writing policies, but has been 
placing insurance in a legitimate manner 
through the General Exchange Corpora- 
tion, which acts as a broker in Maryland 
in accordance with its license issued on 
May 1 last. The insurance is placed with 
the Union of Canton, and all policies are 
countersigned by the Maryland resident 
agent of that company. 





Entering Additional States 


FORT WAYNE, IND., Jan. 16.—The 
Globe Automobile Mutual of Fort Wayne 
which was recently organized to write 
full coverage automobile insurance ex- 
pects shortly to receive a license to do 
business in Ohio. The company is at 
present operating in Indiana and Michi- 
gan. The president is S. S. Conn, a 
cousin of Harry L. Conn, Ohio insurance 
commissioner, 


To Wind Up Cadillac 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 15.—The final 
wind-up of the affairs of the Cadillac 
Automobile is contemplated by Commis- 
sioner Hands, receiver for the defunct 
company, who has asked the court for 
permission to pay all claims and effect a 
settlement of all other outstanding mat- 


ters. The Casualty Association of Amer- 
ica, a local reciprocal purchased the 
Cadillac records several weeks ago. In- 


dictments against Eugene Sondheim, pres- 
ident, and Eugene K. Corle, treasurer, are 








—_—_— 
still pending, the charges involving al 
leged mishandling of funds. F 
In the final liquidation the stockholders 
will sustain complete losses, although the 
former policyholders will be repaid, Hear. 
ings in the cases against Sondheim and 
Corle have been indefinitely postpones 
and in view of the fact that they hay 
made restitution of funds amounting 
$63,000 it is reported that all Criming) 
charges will be dropped. ; 


Send Out Notices on Coast 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Jan. 15—~gom, 
of the companies are sending to their 
agents and brokers this week prelimjp. 
ary notices as guides for the Writing o 
new automobile business and for January 
and February renewals, in antipicatio 
of changes in the rates, the announee. 
ment of which is expected to be mag 
within a very few days. In the NOtices 
going out some of the companies ay 
calling attention to the elimination of 
the 8 percent and 20 percent discon 
now allowed for restricted operation of 
private passenger automobiles, The ney 
manual contemplates the elimination 
these discounts and the writing of priy. 
ate passenger business at one set ¢ 
rates, The coverage under the new rate 
will be broader and more simplified ang 
it is felt generally that the change wil 
make for satisfaction to owners an 
operators of cars, but to the insurance 


carriers as well. 


Oklahoma City Recoveries 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan, 15~ 
Recoveries of stolen automobiles in Okk. 


homa City in 1923 exceeded Proportion. 
ately those of preceding years by mop 
than 334, percent, police records reyeg 
Of the 486 reported stolen in 1923, % 
were recovered, reducing the permanen; 
loss to 142 cars for the twelve months 
Of the recoveries fifty-four cars Stolen 
in other places were located here, 

1922, 516 cars were taken and 410 jp 
cated, and in 1921, considered heretofor 
the banner year, 492 were taken and 2% 


recovered. 





Richmond Agency Change 

RICHMOND, VA., Jan. 15.—Pollard ¢ 
Bagby of Richmond sold their insuran: 
business this week to Gibson, Moore é 
Sutton. The consideration in the ded 
was not disclosed. This one of severd 
agencies which Gibson, Moore & Suttm 
have taken over in recent years, th 
others being D, N. Walker & Co., Charla 
T. Loehr & Co. and Frank W. Laughton 
Pollard & Bagby organized an insurane 
department four years ago, the Frankli: 
being the first company to plant with it 
Other companies that entered later wer 


the American Eagle, New Hampshire 
North River Underwriters, London é 
Scottish. The firm also held the gener 


agency of the Hartford Accident & hb 
demnity. The Franklin will not & 
transferred to Gibson, Moore & Sutton 
according to Herbert C. Taylor, its spe 
cial agent in Virginia. As Gibson, Moor 
& Sutton already have the North Rive 
in its office, it is presumed that th 
North River Underwriters will not tran 
fer either. As to what the other com 
panies contemplate doing is not know 
as this time. Pollard & Bagby was m 
a member of the Richmond local boaré 
Neither is Gibson, Moore & Sutton. 

Robert F. Ritchie, Jr., manager of t# 
insurance department of Pollard ¢ 
gagby, states that he has no plans ft 
the immediate future. 


Fargo Agency Change 


FARGO, N. D., Jan. 15.—Announcemet 
has been made of the establishment © 
the Cosgriff-VonSien, Inc.,  insuranet 


agency in Fargo, as a result of the 


by E. P. Cosgriff of a half interest” 
his insurance business to George V® 
- : ; 
Sien, a well known insurance man ® 


Fargo. Mr. Cosgriff, formerly with & 
Hodgson Realty company, has handle 
the local agency for the Alliance # 
Philadelphia for the past year. 


Mr. VonSien has been state agent @ 
the Hawkeye Securities Fire compa 


for several years and prior thereto !¥ 
resented the Liverpool & London & Glow 
company for several years. 

The agency will have the Alliance 
Philadelphia and the Standard of Ha 
ford for the entire state; the Hawkel 
for hail insurance for the state, and! 
company for casualty’ business, u 
agency thus being engaged in all li 





except life. 
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ASKS TIME EXTENSION 


HEARING ON TAX QUESTIONS 


Under Law Companies Cannot Claim 
Tax Refund on Premiums Where 
Policies Are Cancelled 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 16.— 
The extension of one year in the time 
«. which an appearance can be filed 
with the treasury department for refund 
in the case of overpayment of taxes on 
oremiums where policies have been 
cancelled yore the end of their term 


was urged before the House ways and 
means committee this week by Abram 
R. Serven of Washington, D. C., on be- 
half of a number of interested com- 
panies. 

Compromise Arrived at 
Congress had been asked to provide 
n the revenue law that a claim for re- 
‘and could be a any time within 


fve years to take care of policies, 
ticularly fire and prot oan running for 
that length of time. The treasury de- 
partment desired to limit the time to 

nree years, but a compromise was ef- 
fected. and a period of four years fixed. 
Mr. Serven pointed out that there have 
been quite a number of policies written 
n 1918 and 1919 cancelled more than 
four years after the premium tax had 
been paid. Under the law as it stands 
today these companies suffering from 
the cancellations have no right to file 
an application for refund. The witness 
was asked why the companies did not 
charge the tax back against the insured 
when the policy is cancelled. 


par- 


Explains Companies’ Position 


He explained that under the law it is 

not possible to assess more than a pro- 
rata share of the tax, and that the com- 
panies were compelled to absorb the 
tax covering the unexpired period of 
the policy. He said that in the indi- 
vidual case the refund to be sought 
would not amount to much, but in the 
aggregate it might run to as much as 
$30,000. 

Mr. Serven told the committee that 
fhe sales tax unit of the internal reve- 
nue bureau had many claims filed with 
it and many inquiries as to what steps 
should be taken to secure refunds. He 
said he understands that the commis- 
sioner of internal revenue does not at all 
question the propriety of the refund. 


Plan Inspection at Sedalia 
Final arrangements for the big Sedalia, 


Mo., inspection, Jan. 30-31 were per- 
fected at a meeting of the executive 
committee of the Missouri State Fire 
Prevention Association last week. The 
Sedalia gathering promises to surpass 
anything of its kind ever held in Mis- 


souri. Twenty-five local civic and busi- 
hess organizations have already prom- 
ised their full co-operation, while the 
schools and Boy Scouts will also be 
working 100 percent for the success of 
the gathering. 

The executive committee also voted in 
favor of having the field men of the 
various companies trained to deliver fire 
Prevention talks and to arrange to have 
them speak before Kiwanis, Rotary, 
Lions, and similar organizations when 
the oppertunity presents. 

The meeting also named John Batter- 
shill as chairman in charge of the ar- 
fangements for the Neosho, Mo., meet- 
ing, while R. B. Howd was selected to 
Serve as chairman of the Carrollton, Mo., 
gathering. 


Opens Adjusting Office 
DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 16.—W. A. Gib- 
Son of Detroit, Mich., who has been for 
the past eight years in the adjusting 
field, working for companies, has opened 
new offices in the Lawyers building, De- 
Woit, as an independent adjuster. 
bil Tt. Gibson will specialize on automo- 
tie losses as well as casualty and fire 





GIVES LICENSE RULES 


JOHNSON & HIGGINS UP AGAIN 


Superintendent Conn of Ohio Lays 


Down Conditions Under Which 
Agency Company May Be Licensed 


COLUMBUS , Jan, 16.—Insurance 
Superintendent pet has handed down 
a ruling in the case of application for 
agency license by a corporation, claimed 


to be a vice-principal of Johnson & 
Higgins, in the case of the Cuyahoga 
Insurance Agency Company, capital 
$25,000. It desires to conduct a local 
business at Cleveland and to have the 
agency of the Standard of New York. 
The incorporators are all employes of 


Johnson & Higgins, three of them indi- 
cating their purpose of becoming resi- 
dents of Cleveland. 

Superintendent Conn says that a 
hearing was held by his predecessor on 
this same and several questions 
were raised, one of them being whether 
a foreign broker may have a direct 
representative in Ohio, or, by dominat- 
ing an agency in Ohio, thereby have 
an indirect representative. The attor- 
ney general in his opinion at that time 


issue 


said that a licensed foreign broker is 
without authority to maintain a resident 
representative in the state and neither 


can he send a represenative to Ohio for 
the purpose of negotiating contracts of 
insurance in his behalf. This limitation 
upon his authority from the attorney 
general can not be evaded or circum- 
scribed by him through the agency of 
a domestic corporation organized for 
the ostensible purpose of conducting a 
legitimate agency business, but which 
in tact exercises a controlling influence, 
for the ulterior purpose of negotiating 
contracts of insurance in his behalf. 
Conn Lays Down Rules 

Superintendent Conn then lays down 
a set of rules for the determination of 
the immediate application and also to 
govern the disposition of other applica- 
tions more or less analogous now pend- 
ing. They are: 

1. Where an agency 
corporated, it may not as 
name use the name of 
broker, whether individual, 
or corporation, nor may 
so similar as to suggest 
interest. 

2. A foreign broker and 
nected with such broker may 
or own directly or indirectly, 
50 percent of the capital stock of any 
Ohio local agency, those who have been 
in the employ of or connected with such 
broker to be considered accordingly. 

3. No persons of a local agency so 
owned, save and except the active officers 
of such agency, may have individual li- 
censes, the active officers, of course, to be 
bona fide residents of this state, 

4. Such agency corporation may not 
have offices with or near any inspection, 
particular or general average adjustment 
bureau or similar activity nor have any 
operating connection with such. 


5. Such agency may not use station- 


is in- 
its corporate 
any foreign 
partnership 
it use a name 
any identity of 


company 


those con- 
not acquire 
more than 


ery containing the name of any foreign 
broker or which is suggestive of a 
foreign broxer’s business, either as a 


broker or otherwise. 

If applicant, the Cuyahoga Insurance 
Agency Company, wishes a license pur- 
suant to the above terms, one will be 
issued on the receipt by this department 
of the usual documents required of an 
applicant for an agent’s license, accom- 
panied, also, by written data setting 
forth fully a willingness to comply with 
the above and foregoing terms, signed by 
each and every officer and stockholder 
of the applicant. 


Lafayette Holds Open House 

The annual meeting of the stockholders 
and election of directors of the Lafayette 
Fire of New Orleans was held last week. 
Following a custom of many years stand- 
ing the Lafayette held open house from 
11 a. m, to 2 p. m., during which luncheon 
was served to the many friends of the 
company who visited the home office. 
President John X. Wegmann, Secretary 
George J. Wegmann and the directors 
comprised the reception committee. 
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CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
Specializing in Insurance Accounting 
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INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS 








ILLINOIS MISSOURI IOWA 


QUINCY ADJUSTMENT 
and SERVICE BUREAU 
GEORGE C. GILL, Mgr. © 


Wells Bidg., QUINCY, ILL. 


OHIO 
C. L. HARRIS & COMPANY 


Claim Examiners and Adjustere 
616 St. Clair Ave., N. E. 
CLEVELAND 
Branch Offices: Akron, Youngstown 
Our Service Covers Northeastern OHIO 





NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BEN C. COOPER 


Adjuster 
College Bidg., 


39 Years in Insurance Work 





ILLINOIS 
ELDRIDGE H. SPERRY 
ALL Claims against Fire Insurance Companies 


308 N. State St. CHAMPAIGN, ILL. | 
Long Distance: Main 458 





R. E. MOORE 
Adjuster 
330 Peoria Life Bldg. 
PEORIA, ILL. 


H. A. HAMILTON 
Adjuster 
225 North Adams St. 
PEORIA, ILL. 








SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
N. C. McLEAN, JR. 
Adjuster 
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL. | 


W. E. PAGE 
Fire and Tornado Adjustments 
689 Continental & Com’! Bank Bldg. 
Wab. 0758 CHICAGO, ILL. 


INDIANA 
Automobile Adjustments Only 
EUGENE McINTIRE 


218 American Central Life Building 
Phone Main 0144 INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


INDIANA-MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT Co. 


W. P. Kelley, Pres. American Trust Bidg. 
H. J. Lederer, Vice-Pres. SOUTH BEND, 
C. W. Ginz, Sec’y and Treas. INDIANA 


This concern is well equipped to handle all kinds of losses 


508 Missouri Ave. 
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H. R. PORTER 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 
708 Fourth National Bank Bldg. 
Phone Main 253 CINCINNATI, O. 
LYMAN HANES 
New York Life Building 


General Adjuster for Insurance Companies 

MINNEAPOLIS 

NORTHERN IOWA AND SOUTHERN MINNESOTA 
F. M. NORRIS 


Independent Adjuster 
| s19 First Nat. Bank Bldg. Mason City, lowa 


WISCONSIN 








CHARLES G. BATES 
General Adjuster for Companies 
30 Years’ Experience 
| Phrenouth Bldg. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
HOWARD ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
EB STRUP, Mgr. 





Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 
239-40 Realty Bldg. MITCHELL, SO. DAK. 
MISSOURI KANSAS 





F. W. LITTLE, JR. 
Adjuster 
Fire and Automobile Losses 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


Over 30 Years’ Experience 





| KANSAS 
KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
JOHN M. KINKEL W. P. KINKEL 


Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses Adjusted 


HUTCHINSON, KANSAS 


CENTRAL INSURANCE ADJUSTMENT CO, 
Automobile, Casualty and Subrogation Clatme 
M. E. Streckenfinger, Attorney F. E. Whitney, Manager 

TOPEKA, KANSAS 








| MISSOURI, KAN., OKLA., ARK. 


CHARLES C. COX, ADJUSTMENT CO. 


Bot. 1914 
SERVICE 


Adjustmen 100% 
Stetson The Theatre Bldg., SPRINGFIELD, MO. 





Mokanokla Adjustment Co. 
Investigations and Adjustments 
Fire and Casualty 
Thoroughly experienced men guided by 
Insurance Attorney 


Wichita, Kansas 
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|o. Cc. KEMP 


Office: 188 So. Jefferson St. Phone | 
Residence: 107 North Ave. _ = 1594 


Battle Creek, Michigan 
Adjuster of Fire Losses 
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a week is the cost of The 
National Underwriter by 
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Surplus to Policyholders $801,000.00 


Special Service to Brokerage Departments, Brokers and Local Agents 


Home Office: Wrigley Building, Chicago 
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Closed its first year writing all casualty lines 
with the greatest record ever made by any 
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company in a similar period. | 


March 1,1923 - - - ONE AGENT 
December 31,1923 - 702 AGENTS 
Number of States Entered - - 42 
Net Premiums Written - $3,195,920 





The Casualty Company with Advance Views on Service 
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ARCHITECTS SLOW UP 
CONTRACT BOND SALES 


Usually Throw Full Weight of 
Their Influence Against Surety 
Local Agents 


DON’T WANT RESTRICTIONS 


Work in Close Cooperation With Fav- 
ored Builders—This Condition 
Found Nearly Everywhere 


NEW YORK, Jan. 16.—Surety com- 
panies doing a nation-wide business as- 
sert that architects in almost all parts 
of the compny an obstacle in 
path of surety salesmen, 
fuencing builders not to buy 
bonds, and are in every way throwing 
their influence against the surety com- 
panies. 
of at a recent 
Underwriters Association of 
and inquiry here reveals the fact that 
it is a situation that is not peculiar to 
Chicago, but is to be found in every 
other important center in the United 
States. 


the 
in- 
contract 


are 


bond are 


meeting of 


Deny Technicalities 


Surety underwriters with whom this 
state of affairs was discussed, were em- 
phatic and outspoken in their criticism 
of the manner in which both architects 
and contractors persuade builders to 
eliminate the purchase of a surety bond 
in connection with a building project. 
While some believe that the surety com- 
panies have been somewhat technical in 
their settlements of losses under con- 
tract bonds and that they have not been 
satisfactorily flexible in their underwrit- 
ing methods, the great majority take the 
position that contract bonds have been 
handled by the surety companies exactly 
as have all other forms of surety con- 
tracts. There has been no tendency to 
be especially critical or technical in the 
underwriting of this class of business or 
in the settlement of losses. The trouble, 
it is declared, is to be found with the 
architects who are in a position to 
exert great influence both with con- 
tractors and builders. 


Don’t Want Bonds 


“Architects don’t want their clients 
to buy surety bonds if it is possible to 
be avoided,” explained one surety official 
here. “If there is a surety bond the 
architect and the contractor both know 
that they will have to toe the mark and 
conform to every specification in the 
contract. Where no surety bond is 
written there is a certain looseness about 
the methods persued which is, of course, 
less binding and restrictive. For in- 
Stance, if the contractor finds that he is 
spending more than a contract calls for 
he can explain the situation to the 
architect, who in turn can iron out the 
difficulty with the owner. The owner in 
fact can hardly do anything but assent 
as he has no surety bond to fall back on. 

“Architects like to feel that they are 
in complete charge of a building job. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 
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Chicago, | 





This condition was complained | 
the Surety | 








LOTT ANALYZES FUNDS 
WARNS OF “BREAK IN DYKE” 


Tells of Dangers From Entry of Gov- 
ernment Into Business of Any 


Class 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 15.— 
Speaking on “The Mad Waters of 
Socialism,” at the “Indiana Insurance 
Day” celebration here today, Edson S. 
Lott, president of the United States 
Casualty, presented a striking picture of 
the dangers from state fund insurance. 


Mr. Lott said in part: 
Is Individualistic Country 
The present greatness 
the United States of 
the free play allowed under our govern- 
ment to the initiative, the enterprise, the 
ambition and the thrift of its individual 
citizens. Our government has prospered 
because its individual citizens have 
; pered. They have prospered because 
government has protected them in 
rights to the fruits of their industry 


and power of 
America are due to 


pros- 


the 


and 


their | 





enterprise. Yet of late there has been a 
tendency on the part of our lawmakers | 
to curtail individual opportunity by 
placing our government in competition 
with its citizens, or by actually taking 
away altogether such opportunity, in 
certain enterprises, This is clearly so- 
cialistic to the extent of removing the 
reward which belongs to _ individual 
effort. 

From some quarters there now come 
demands that the government engage in 
the railroad business, in the coal min- 
ing business, in the banking business, 
in the grain elevator business, in the 
loan business, in the building business, 
in the insurance business, and in other 
businesses—even in the newspaper busi- 
ness (but always some other fellow’s 
business). 

You all know what North Dakota has 
done—or tried and failed to do. Indeed, 
several states are now engaged in the 
insurance business, some competing with 
private companies, while the legislatures 
of others have created bureaucratic 
monopolies of one line of insurance, ab- 


solutely prohibiting private insurance 
companies from competing. 

The kind of insurance that some states 
carry on and (by legislative edict) have 
a monopoly of, is workmen's compensa- 
tion insurance, and right now a bill is 
pending at Washington which, if made 
law, will put the District of Columbia 
into the business of workmen's compen- 
sation insurance and banish all private 
workmen’s compensation insurance com- 
panies from the district. 


Plea Is Unfounded 


statute books 
that the state 
at less 


on 
is 


Such laws get our 
because the plea made 
can carry on the business 
and can give better service than private 
companies. That assumes, what we all 
know to be untrue, that there is a halo 
surrounding an individual working for 
the government which causes him to do 
better work for less money than if he 
were working for a private corporation. 

Let us analyze the contentions that 
inasmuch as the state forces employers 
to pay compensation to accidentally in- 
jured workmen and to purchase insur- 
ance to guarantee such payment, the 
state should go into the insurance busi- 
ness, and that it is wrong for private 
corporations to make a profit from accl- 
dents sustained by workmen in their 
cupations: 

States force all citizens to wear enough 
clothing to be decent. Is this a good 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 50) 
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NEW VICE-PRESIDENTS 





U. S. NATIONAL NAMES TWO 
T. W. Leonard of Pittsburgh and J. J. 
Krist of Baltimore Advanced— 
Announced at Newark Meeting 


The United States National Life & 
Casualty of Chicago has two new vice- 





CASUALTY AUTOMOBILE 
RATES ARE ANALYZED 


General Readjustment of Classifi- 
cation System is 
Made 


CHANGES IN SOME RULES 


presidents to start off the new year. a 
Announcement was made to this ef- - 
fect Saturday evening by President A. Owner-driven Cars no Longer Get 
} - at. .f . . . : 
M. Johnson in his talk before the north- Credit—Bumper List Reduced— 
ern New Jersey representatives of the 
company at Newark. Charges Shown 
Career of New Officials a 
_ 4 . hile "764 , 
Masseer Thomas W. lLecaacd of} The new automobile casualty rate 
Pittsburgh, who has been selected to | manual, effective Jan. 1, which has now 
manage the Greater New York depart- | been distributed throughout the country 
ment of the company when the ¢ hicago | by the National Bureau of Casualty and 
company opens up in the Empire State, | Snieter theil , ' ; , 
° e . . | re r TN) r "1 °< snoy < ¢ re p 
is one of those appointed to a vice Surety nderwriters, shows a genera 
presidency. The other is J. J. Krist, ; readjustment in the classification system 
manager at Baltimore, who has been | of automobile lines and notable reduc 
| connected with the National Life U. S. | tions in the public liability cover. The 
A. ever since it went into the casualty |. Bae little cl ; 
business 12 years ago and who has | 7°W manual shows iittle change in the 
| been connected with Charles H Boyer, property Gamage cost, some decreases 
| vice-president of the company, for over | being effected, but also some increases 
| 
~0 years. _, | there is little change in the collision 
Both Mr. Leonard and Mr. Krist | charg On the public liability end of 
have been “professors” in the company | the contract. however. there is consid- 
schools held in Chicago and Newark | erable reduction, ranging from 10 to 25 
and will officiate in a similar capacity | percent. The manual has changed in one 
at the New York school, which is ex- | respect, in that there is but a single lia 
pected to commence about Feb. 15, if | bility and property damage schedule for 
the U. S. National is ready to operate | this vear, instead of the basic and dis 
in New York by that time. count tables as shown last year. No dis- 
P ; count is now allowed, if the car is op- 
Johnson Traces Development | erated for private purposes only or 
, driven by owner only, as formerly 
Practically all the company repre- | canine PRES SUEY, BS Wap: Ter 
sentatives attending the dinner were |°" 
graduates of the Newark school, though Territories Rearranged 
A. A. Pfau, district superintendent 4 The rates and schedules themselves 
Newark, who was toastmaster, and H | show reduction on the same classifica 
G. Blume, deputy superintendent _in | tions as last year, but these are some- 
Newark, are both graduates of the Chi- ly vhat counteracted in the actual applica- 
cago school held last summer. Presi- | tion by a readjustment in territorial clas 
dent Johnson called for the Newark | sification. Practically all sections of the 











school graduates to stand and presented 
each one with the new school pin bear- 


have been regrouped so that 
application results in 


company 





| new of rates a 
ing the name of the company and its| smaller decrease in premiums than 
emblem. would have been effected through con- 

"ee , atin oo inuation o 1e old territorial classifi- 
President Johnson traced the devel- | ‘ t f tl Id t t 1 cl f 
opment of the accident business by the | page —  o = changes" = 
casualty department of the National |'™¢ New schedule is shown as tollows 

Life U, S. A. under Mr. Boyer. The |'°* So™m¢ ° the principal cities. 
4 oo A. Mr. DO} ° 
point was stressed by Mr. Johnson that | he Liab. P.D. 
life insurance is the biggest business | City No. Change Change 
in the world but that the health and !New York ...... 1 — 8 L 6 
accident business is now a close second Chicago ......... i —is 
Siege ic = pont aM Denver 22 —21 
—a pretty lusty infant. The speaker | pocton 1° °° °***" 4 —10 ; 
referred to the fa d 1e B BUM | DSTORE. 6 ccce ee 12 aid 10 
f 1 to the fact that tl S. Na- |] 0 
tional is a pioneer in the establishment | San Francisco 20 —is 
of schools for training agents. a hemi 3 19 se 
en eee . Minneapolis 9 —l4 +10 
Held Agency Rallies Kansas City 9 anil 110 
- ° St. Louis ....... 6-9 — 3 +10 
Vice-president Boyer stressed the] Albany .......... 8 10 +20 
point that Mr. Johnson and he had tried | Buffalo ......... 2 1. 3 4.12 
. ani i ged aoe J he COMCIMMREE § cocece 12 —-14 10 
in every way to give the agents the | philadelphia 3 tig 1.7 
proper tools to work with, but they | Chattanooga 16 1.30 +35 
could not make the men use them. That | Milwaukee ...... 17 —_ +10 
is up to the individual. Loe, Senenee 39 
Since leaving the home office Presi- | Louisville ....... 9 110 
¢ Tice- side 2 re 
dent Johnson and Vice-pre sident Boyer | Liability Rates Generally Cut 
have held agency rallies at Baltimore, : 
Pittsburgh and Atlantic City. The The new manual in most cases shows 
Newark meeting was the last. one on | an average decrease in liability pre- 
this swing around the circle, the party | miums of 15 percent, with no change 
returning from there to Chicago. on the property damage premium. It is 
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noted, however, that there is an increase 
of about 10 per cent on property damage 
and a decrease in liability of only 5 per- 
cent throughout the New England and 
middle Atlantic states and also in parts 
of Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio 
and Tennessee. In Chattanooga both 
liability and property damage rates are 
increased about 30 percent. Another 
change in the manual is in the list of 
approved bumpers for which credit will 
be given, the list having been reduced to 
14 approved, labelled bumpers. The 
others on the former approved list will 
be allowed a credit, provided they were 
installed on the cars prior to Jan. 1, 
1924. 
New Rates Shown 

The new schedule of rates as issued 
by the National Bureau of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters, by symbol classifi- 
cation and territorial classification, is as 
follows on passenger automobiles: 

Publie Liability 


Symbol——— 








Ww X Y Z Flect. 
ate .. $92 $109 $132 $161 $30.00 
Bee see 48 57 69 84 4 
Rae noweas 46 55 66 81 
| Serre 12 50 61 74 
6 37 43 53 64 
7 : 3 40) 48 59 2 

31 37 45 54 17.50 

27 32 39 47 17.50 

26 31 37 46 17.50 

25 30 36 44 17.50 

25 30 36 44 15.00 

22 26 3 38 15.00 

20 23 28 35 15.00 

18 22 26 32 15.00 

18 22 26 32 12.00 

15 18 22 27 12.00 

14 16 20 24 12.00 

10 12 15 18 10.00 


Property Damage 








—Symbol 


<a 
> 
‘ 











Y A 
D eiah a eee $24 $27 $31 $36 
Richie ee Kes 17 19 22 25 
ae 16 18 20 2 
8 ee 15 17 19 23 
eer 13 15 17 20 
Data enn een 13 15 17 20 
Rideeka vce 12 14 16 18 
9to 12 11 13 15 17 
SO BOcces 11 13 15 17 
16 to 18 11 12 14 16 
9to 22 10 11 13 15 
pieweves.ss 10 11 13 15 
24 to 26 8 9 11 12 
aaa 6 7 8 9 
Collision 
Territory 1 
Full Cover $50 Deduct $100 Deduct 
Sym- New. Old New Old New Old 
bol Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars 
A $126 $33 $25 $17 $12 
B 172 60 45 27 19 
Cc 00 78 58 38 27 
dD 216 93 70 47 33 
>} 223 106 79 57 40 
F 230 121 90 68 47 
G 234 132 99 77 5 
H 240 144 108 89 62 
J 247 151 1138 101 71 
K 253 160 120 110 77 
Territories 2 to 7 
Full Cover $50 Deduct $100 Deduct 
Sym- New Old New Old New Old 
bol Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars 
\ $108 $29 $22 $14 11 
B 146 53 40 25 18 
Cc 170 68 51 34 24 
D 185 82 61 43 30 
E 190 93 70 51 36 
- 195 106 80 62 43 
G 200 115 86 70 49 
H ‘ VF 205 125 94 81 56 
a seen! ae 211 132 99 91 64 
7 «ess See 215 140 105 100 70 


Territory 8 to 19, 21, 22 


Full Cover $50 Deduct $100 Deduct 
Sym- New Old New Old New Old 





bol Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars 
' ee 93 $75 $18 $14 $12 $10 
B 127 102 5 26 19 14 
Cc 148 118 45 , 25 18 
D 159 128 53 40 31 22 
BK 165 132 61 46 37 27 
F 169 135 69 52 45 32 
G . 173 139 76 57 51 37 
H . Bae 142 83 62 60 1? 
J . 183 146 86 65 69 48 
K 187 5 53 
yeduct 
Sym- New Old New Old New Old 
bol Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars 

S a $74 $59 $17 $138 $11 
B , 268 81 31 23 7 12 
Cc . 116 93 40) 30 23 17 
dD . 126 102 47 35 29 21 
K - 130 104 54 10 3 25 
F . 134 107 62 16 $1) 29 
G 137 110 “68 51 46 33 
H . 140 112 74 55 55 38 
J . 144 115 77 58 63 44 
K . 148 118 82 62 69 48 

Territory 27 

Full Cover $50 Deduct $100 Deduct 
Sym- New Old New Old New Old 


bol Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars 
Tee St at ee ee aS es 
B io we 67 28 21 14 11 





BANKS TO INVESTIGATE 


WILL NOW HAVE COMMITTEE 


Chicago Bankers Association Will Look 
Into the Question of Insurance 
and Company Practice 


The Chicago and Cook County Bank- 
ers Association will carry on an in- 
vestigation of the various forms of in- 
surance which are carried by banks. 
At the October meeting representatives 
of stock, mutual and reciprocal compa- 
nies were present to advocate their re- 
spective plans. President Isaac N. 
Powell has appointed the insurance com- 
mittee as follows: Raymond G. Kimbell, 
chairman, Marcus Aurielius, William W. 
“Farrell, V. C. Hasterlik, J. F. Cahill, 
W. Merle Fisher, August J. Kowalski 
and Arthur W. Tobias. The commit- 
tee states that the association has no 
intention of getting in the insurance 
business. 

The membership bulletin states that 
rates have been increased during the 
last few years. The situation requires 
more attention and investigation. The 
banks are chiefly interested in blanket 
bonds, burglary and hold up, registered 
mail and public liability insurance. One 
of the first acts of the committee will 
be to address each member, seeking data 
as to premiums, losses paid, satisfaction 
as to settlements, how quickly settle- 
ments were made, insurance carried, 
companies in which insurance is car- 
ried and so on. 

It is stated that many member banks 
are underinsured. Others are carrying 
more than their size justifies. It is said 
that in some instances a savings in pre- 
mium costs should be effected bv a 
readjustment of the insurance carried. 

Full Cover $50 Deduct $100 Deduct 
Sym- New Old New Old New Old 


bol Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars Cars 
Cc 96 77 36 27 19 14 
DD . 104 83 43 32 24 7 
> . 108 86 49 37 28 20 
F . Ban 89 55 41 35 25 
G . 113 91 61 46 40 28 
H - ae 94 67 50 47 33 
J . 120 96 70 53 53 37 
K 122 98 74 56 58 41 


Manager Phillips’ Comment 


In making the new rates public Jesse 
S. Phillips, general manager of the Na- 
tional Bureau, said: 

“For the first time the insurance com- 
panies are able to base the rates for au- 
tomobile accident insurance in each city 
on the actual accident experience of au- 
tomobiles in that particular city. Here- 
tofore rates were based on the accident 
experience of groups of cities of similar 
size. The new plan makes it possible for 
each city to benefit directly from any 
effective safety work that it may have 
done. Before determining the new 
schedule of rates a staff of experts at 
the headquarters of the national bureau 
and in the home offices of the insurance 
companies studied the three-year acci- 
dent experience of more than 700,000 au- 
tomobiles in 181 cities and territories. 

“One of the most significant revela- 
tions of this study was the fact that the 
automobile owner is not the most care- 
ful automobile driver, the assumption on 
which reduced rates were given the au- 
tomobile owner who specified that no 
other person would drive his car. The 
discovery is interpreted by many insur- 
ance men as indicating that the wife is 
just as careful a driver as her husband, 
if not more careful. 

“The greatest reductions in rates are 
nmiade in cities of medium size and in 
the rural districts of the south and the 
far west, as these territories show the 
greatest reduction in motor vehicle ac- 
cidents in recent years.” 


New York Indemnity Group Policy 


The New York Indemnity has pur- 


chased a group life policv in the Metro- 
nolitan Life covering all its employes. 
This is identical with the plan adopted 





by the National Surety. 





ANNUAL FIGURES GIVEN 
MARYLAND CASUALTY EXHIBIT 


Shows Fine Increase in Premiums for 
the Year—Profit Not Large 
on Transactions 


The annual statement of the Mary- 
land Casualty has been issued showing 
net premiums, $21,940,026; commissions 
on the year’s business, $5,149,900; ex- 
penses paid to salaried branch offices in 
addition to commissions, $679,078. This 
makes the total cost of procuring busi- 
The total acquisition 
and administrative cost was $7,628,532. 
The losses amounted to $9,579,796. It 
paid for inspection service $558.656. It 
expended for investigating accidents, 
adjusting claims and defending suits 
against policyholders $1,930,010. Its 
medical service cost $1,444,322. Its taxes 
were $907,624. Its net income from in- 
vestments was $1,247,474. Out of this 
it paid dividends $899,922; net premi- 
ums were $1,785,485 more than in 1922. 
The Maryland Casualty had a voluntary 
additional reserve to take care of con- 
tingencies amounting to $1,250,000. It 
states that its credits not being sufh- 
cient to take care of the needs for va- 
rious reserve, it has taken $650,000 trom 
this voluntarv reserve, leaving it as of 
Dec. 31, $600,000. It added to surplus 
$20,287. 

President Burns stresses that the year 
financially, as the figures show, was not 
a satisfactory one. Losses in many otf 
the lines were unusual and excessive. 
The net amount charged off in the sale 
of the Tower building was $166,980. Its 
assets are now $31,319,882; capital $5,- 
000,000; premium reserve $10,171,775; 
compensation and liability reserve $6,- 
580,890: reserve for other unadjusted 
claims $2,126,550; net surplus $6,032,438. 

Fidelity & Deposit 

Net premiums written by the Fidelity 
& Deposit established a new record in 
1923, totaling $9,575,482 against $9,046,- 
749 in 1922, the previous record year. 
This increase was made despite the fact 
that gross premiums for the year, ag- 
gregating $12,231,588, were $1,691,103 
less than in 1922. The company’s assets 
on Dec. 31, 1923, were $16,252,018, com- 
pared with $14,854,383 a year ago. The 
sum of $491,838 was carried to undi- 
vided profits. The only comment ap- 
pended to the report by E. A. Hamilton, 
vice-chairman of the board, is that “the 
excellence of the statements presented 
herewith seems sufficient without com- 
ment by the management.” ; 

Net premiums written by the New 
Amsterdam Casualty totaled $8,803,221, 
an increase of $1,252,318 over total pre- 
miums for 1922. Assets during the year 
increased $2,004,000 and reserves in- 
creased $1,428,000. The total assets ot 
the company on Dec. 31 were $12,302,- 
790. J. Arthur Nelson, president of the 
New Amsterdam, in issuing the report, 
said: “Our premium income was $1,252,- 
318 greater in 1923 than it was in 1922. 
Our assets increased over $2,000,000, of 
which $869,968 was paid in by stock- 
holders when we increased our capital 
last March. In some branches of our 
business the losses were higher than 
usual, but the net result of our opera- 
tions was very satisfactory on the 
whole. The very large increase in pre- 
miums caused a correspondingly large 
increase in reserve requirements, and 
necessitated a transfer of $176.632 from 
surplus to reserve account. From in- 
vestments we had an income of $501,468 
of which $371,250 was paid to stock- 
holders as dividends. The outlook for 
1924 is very satisfactory. During the 
last year we have considerably strength- 
ened our organization wherever oppor- 
tunity occurred, and we start the year 
1924 with extraordinarily good pros- 
pects.” 


ness $5,828,977. 


J. R. Ingersoll, special home office rep- 
resentative for the Aetna Life and affili- 
ated companies, has returned from a 
visit to Europe and is again actively 
developing business 





COMMEND HOME OFFicz 


GENERAL AGENTS GIVE VIEWS 


Resolution Passed by the Field General 
of the Company at Their Recent 
Meeting 


A rather remarkable resolution Was 
adopted by the conference of genera 
agents of the Independence Indemnity 
held in Philadelphia last week. It was 
signed by all the general agents Present 
and expresses their feeling toward their 
company. It is given because it Shows 
the loyalty that this company has He 
spired in its field generals. The reso, 
lution reads: : 

Whereas, The Independence Indemnity 
an organization which concretely em. 
bodies the ideals, experience, faith and 
business affection of a number of lead. 
ing insurance men from all parts of the 
country, has, within its first . 
achieved an almost bewildering 
and 

Whereas, This success primarily has 
been due to the fact that it was able to 
build itself around the lovable personal. 
ity and rare executive genius of its pres 
ident, Charles H. Holland; and ; 

Whereas, It further has been confirmed 
and insured by the devoted zeal of as 
fine a staff of officers and department 
heads as ever have been drawn into a 
single group and thus has been able to 
command the skill and judgment of Bp 
Livingston, first vice-president: James 
Morrison, secretary and treasurer; A. | 
Johnston, vice-president: Stanley G. Mar. 
tin, second vice-president; E. B. Ander. 
son, second vice-president; Joseph R 
Wells, assistant vice-president: Alexan- 
der Sime, assistant vice-president: Joseph 
E, Marron, assistant vice-president: L.R 
Bowen, assistant vice-president: ¢. E 
Pritchard, Jr., burglary insurance under. 
writer, backed by a thoroughly efficien: 
force, 


Year, 
SUCCEgs: 


Strong Board of Directors 


Whereas, the company enjoys the 
financial and moral support, advice and 
cooperation of a board of directors who» 
names would command respectful atten. 
tion in any financial circle, and 

Whereas, There is manifest an unmis- 
takable enthusiasm on the part of th 
experienced general agents from 
states, who have journeyed an aggregate 
of more than 100,000 miles at some per- 
sonal sacrifice in order to attend the firs 
agency conference; and 

Whereas, Signs multiply on every hand 
that the American public is already avail- 
ing itself with alacrity of insurance con- 
tracts so sponsored and presented; 

Therefore, Resolved, That the under 
signed representatives of the Indepené- 
ence Indemnity gladly make this unani- 
mous expression of their pleasure in 
feeling themselves to be producing parts 
of such an organization, and hereby as- 
sert their confidence and determination 
that the year 1924 shall set an entirely 
new mark in the growth of any com- 
pany. 





Interested in Liability Case 


Agents are interested in the recett 
decision of the appellate division of th 
New York supreme court which hel 
that where a party is not acting as th 
servant of the owner of an automobik 
at the time of the accident, but as a 
independent contractor the owner 3 
not liable to the person injured. At th 
time of the accident a repair man, nt 
in the general employ of the owner @ 
the automobile, but who had possessiat 
of the car as a bailee for the purpose 
of making repairs, struck and killed: 
man while driving a car through th 
streets to test it. Therefore, agent 
writing garages for public liability atl 
property damage should see to it tht 
the coverage on cars left to be repaiftl 
fills the bill. : 


Radcliff to Dayton 


George H. Radcliff, manager of tit 
casualty department of the Travelers# 
Omaha, has been transferred to th 
position of manager at Dayton, O. #& 
is succeeded at Omaha by Frankiit 
Spencer, field special from the Obit 
office for the last three years. 
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THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER CASUALTY 
The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance 
ar 
ROrerclorn 
Guarantee and Accident 
| 
"maa Limited 
Head Office U. S. Branch 
134 S. La Salle Street 
Chicago, IIl. 
C. M. BERGER, Manager 
The company of “‘super service” is not a name that has been “applied” to the 
London Guarantee and Accident. It is a name well earned in more than fifty 
years of close co-operation with its agents. 
Over 60 Years of Public Service 
Incorporated 1860 
. 
FIREMEN’ : INSURANCE 
LY, 4 yA, 
COMPANY 
Home Office—100 William Street, New York City 
F. W. LAWSON, Chairman of the Board 
PERCIVAL BERESFORD, President HOWARD TERHUNE, Secretary 
GEO. R. PACKARD, Viee Pras. .H. HELLRIEGEL, Treasurer 
T W. ELLIS, Vice Pree. PRANK J. GOODWIN, Assistant Secretary 
Over sixty years of public service faithfully performed have established the 
United Firemen’s as an institution of utmost dependability. An old reliable com- 
pany writing Fire, Tornado and Automobile Insurance. 
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Fidelity and Surety Bonds 
of every Character and 
Description 


Prompt Service Intelligently Rendered 
Desirable Agency Territory Available 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 


Detroit Fidelity and Surety Company 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 














Republic Casualty Co. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Writes All Lines of Casualty Insurance 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds 














“Our rates no higher, 
Our service better!’ 





WRITING CASUALTY INSURANCE 
FIDELITY AND SURETY BONDS 





Home Office: Davenport, lowa 




















MATION THAT APPEARS IN THE 


20 SPECI“LISTS GATHER THE INFOR- 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER. 











BIG FIELD OPEN FOR 
AGENTS AND BROKERS 


M. W. Sutton Shows Uses of Ac- 
cident and Health Insurance 
as Builders 


WILL CREATE BUSINESS 


Policies Stick Better Than in Most 
Lines—Open the Way for 
Other Orders 


Milton W. Sutton, manager of the 
accident and health department at the 
New York branch office of the Aetna 
Life, addressed the Brooklyn Insurance 
Brokers Association last week, telling 
them what a fine leader the accident 
and health insurance line makes and 
yet many brokérs seldom write a pol- 
icy. Often by securing a customer’s 
accident and health business, a broker 
places himself in line to secure all 
other insurance which he has. This 
happens quite frequently. Mr. Sutton 
told of a case where by writing a cus- 
tomer for a policy paying $50 weekly, 
the broker received $42,000 in premiums 
on general insurance. In this case the 
policyholder should have been written 
for a much larger weekly indemnity 
but the broker did not realize at that 
time that his customer was. under 
insured. However, when seven months 
later the policyholder had a claim and 
the broker took around the claim check 
he discovered his mistake, 


Service Always Helps 


Later the man was written for $500 
weekly as with a $25,000 yearly income 
this was about what he needed. Mr. 
Sutton said it all goes to show what 
can be accomplished by a broker when 
he earns the gratitude and confidence 
of his client. That is where a claim set- 
tled in a satisfactory manner helps the 
broker to write more business. The 
prompt service secured also helps. 

The speaker said that more and more, 
brokers are realizing that accident and 
health insurance is not a target risk. 
There is no class of insurance policy 
which sticks better, and lapses do not 
run over 15%. It is a line in which 
the broker does not meet as much com- 
petition as he does in automobile and 
compensation lines for instance or in 
surety bonding. 


Assures Continuance of Income 


Besides, the accident and health pol- 
icy assures the continuance of a man’s 
income, thereby preventing the disrup- 
tion of his business plans. He may 
have a boy at college who looks for- 
ward to his weekly check, interrupted 
by his father’s illness, Disability insur- 
ance takes care of all such contingencies. 

Another point stressed by Mr. Sutton 
was the co-operation which should ex- 
ist between the company and_ the 
broker. If the broker tells the truth 
about a risk which he submits and does 
not mislead the company, it will mean 
that his business will ‘be accepted eag- 
erly in the future. On the other hand, 
the broker who gets the risk placed 
with a company on misrepresentation— 
who tries to “put something over” on 
the company, may find that his business 
will not be accepted at a time when 
he most wants to have the case handled 
by a certain company. 

Speaking of the need of accident in- 
surance today, Mr. Sutton called at- 
tention to the 26,000 street accidents re- 
ported to the New York City police last 
year, affecting pedestrians. This does 
not count the industrial accidents or 
those incurred at home. ‘The streets of 
New York are no wider than they were 





= ===> 
in 1635 and traffic conditions are steaq. 
ily getting worse. 


Careful Underwriting Neededa 


It is only by careful underwritip 
that an accident and health company 
can afford to increase the liberal fe. 
tures of its contract and the underwri. 
ing profits are on a very narrow mar. 
gin, last year being only four tenths of 
1 percent for the Aetna. i 

The broker can do much in keeping 
the customer satisfied and not Promising 
to “put something through” for the 
customer when he knows that it is jm. 
possible. It makes it all the harder to 
place the policy, yet when the broke; 
says frankly, for instance, that he be. 
lieves the company will require 
waiver in a certain case, the policy. 
holder is not disappointed when he finds 
it necessary. 

Automobile Hazard 


Another point made by Mr. Sutton 
was the fine field to be cultivated by 
brokers in securing accident and health 
insurance from their customers who 
own automobiles. Many brokers haye 
a fine automobile business and yet fajj 
to solicit their people for accident jn. 
surance. The speaker showed how 17 
percent of all claims are due to automo. 
biles and 33 percent of the money js 
paid out for automobile accidents, ~ 

Finally, under-insurance is an evil af. 
fecting the accident business. The man 
who was written for a $25 per week 
policy 15 years ago, now needs a $250 
weekly indemnity and yet he has never 
been persuaded to increase the original 
amount. When an accident occurs and 
he receives $25 per week only, he feels 
that he has been deprived of something 
which he should have. Often he blames 
his broker for not telling him he could 
get the higher limits. 


HERDMAN SUCCEEDS THOMAS 


Omaha Attorney Named as Special 


Agent to Wind Up Affairs of the 
Lion Bonding 


LINCOLN, NEB., Jan. 15.—R. E. L 
Herdman, former supreme court clerk 
and an attorney of Omaha, has been 
named by Secretary Knudson of the de- 
partment of commerce as special agent 
to wind up the affairs of the Lion Bond- 
ing. Amos Thomas, who has been in 
charge for nearly three years, gave some 
signs of resisting removal and intim- 
ated that he would take the matter into 
the courts. Mr. Knudson says that he 
anticipates no trouble over this matter. 
He says that the department and not 
Mr. Thomas is the receiver of the com- 
pany, and that Mr. Thomas has the 
same status as any other employe of 
the department. 

Mr. Thomas said later that he would 
not resist the order. Mr. Herdman is 
a Bryan political lieutenant, and was a 
candidate for election commissioner of 
Omaha. Secretary Knudson said the 
change was made to save money. Mr. 
Herdman, however, will receive the same 
salary as Mr. Thomas, $500 a month, 
cut to that figure from $1,000 some 
months ago. 

At Minneapolis Monday attorneys for 
the department appeared in federal 
court asking for a peremptory order 
upon A. J. Hertz and John I. Levin, 
St. Paul attorneys, requiring them to 
turn over about $25,000 worth of Lion 
Bonding property that they took when 
they were named receivers. The United 
States Supreme Court later held they 
were not legally named. 





Casualty Notes 


T. J. Hendra of the Travelers Milwal- 
kee office was the speaker before the 
January session of the Safety School in 
Milwaukee on Jan. 15. be 

J. Massey Johnson, formerly finanela: 
editor of a Baltimore paper, has been ap- 
pointed a special agent by the United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty. He will re- 
main at the headquarters of the com- 
pany until early in 1924, when he will be 
assigned to permanent duties in the 





west. 
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GROUP’S DEVELOPMENT 
GROWTH IS SHOWN BY BAILEY 


Importance of Broadening Line to All 
Business Is Told in Indianapolis 
Talk 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Jan. 15.— 
The continually broadening line in in- 
surance that is being offered today and 
the remarkable developments in_ all 
classes of the business, but particularly 
group insurance, were outlined in an 
address by William B. Bailey, econo- 
mist for the Travelers, speaking before 
the “Indianapolis Insurance Day,” 
meeting here today. Mr. Bailey’s re- 
yiew of the growth of group business 
and present day conditions was in part 
as follows: 

Broadening of Lines 


“In order to meet the increasing con- 
tingencies of modern life, we have 
offered a continually broadening line of 
insurance. Employers liability gave 
way to compensation; the ordinary 
commercial accident policy was broad- 
ened; life insurance policies were en- 
larged to include permanent total dis- 
ability. We have, however, adopted 
the policy that inasmuch as the manu- 
facturer is responsible for the condi- 
tions in his plant, he should safeguard 
the workers rather than throw this re- 
sponsibility upon the state. More and 
more the employer in this country is 
becoming the collection agency for 
homes purchased on the installment 
plan, for — and bonds, and for 

4 


insurance. provides rest rooms, 
restaurants, play grounds, and club 
houses, and emergency hospital and 
nurses. 


Value of Group Insurance 


“Through group insurance an im- 
proved method of meeting these re- 
sponsibilities has been placed in the 
hands of the employer without invoking 
the aid of state insurance. The em- 
ployee and his family can now be 
safeguarded against the loss of earnings 
through the death, non-industrial acci- 
dent, sickness, or permanent disability 
of the bread winner. All of the ex- 
penses may be borne by the employer 
or part may be shared by the employee. 
In this way, practically all of the con- 
tingencies in the life of the workman 
except the possibility of stoppage of 
earnings through old age or unemploy- 
ment are met. Both of these problems 
are in the way to be solved in this 
country without recourse to state insur- 
ance. Many of our largest employers 
have in operation, or are preparing, 
plans for old age pensions. The evils 
of irregular employment should be met, 
not by casting this burden upon the 
state, but by persuading employers of 
labor so to regulate their industries as 
to minimize the fluctuations due to 
seasonal influence. Only a _ beginning 
has been made along this line but 
enough has been done to show its pos- 
sibilities. Some of our industries which 
would naturally seem to be most af- 
fected by the seasons have been made 
quite uniform throughout the year by 
securing orders far in advance of de- 
livery and knitting the department of 
production and the department of sales 
more closely together. 

_ “If we ever follow the lead of Europe 
in compulsory state insurance, it will 
be because the insurance companies of 
this country turn their attention away 
from meeting the contingencies of our 
complex industrial life as they arise, 
and fail to acquaint the public with the 


ee social coverage they have to 
offer,” 


Want Insurance Compulsory 


The Atlanta, Ga., city council has 
adopted a resolution calling upon the 
Fulton county delegation in the legisla- 
ture to devise a state law requiring 
‘very automobile in Georgia to take out 
liability insurance. 





SHOW BIG INCREASES 
BALTIMORE COMPANIES’ GAINS 


New Amsterdam Casualty, U. S. F. & G. 
and Maryland Casualty 
Give Figures 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 15.—The 
volume of business done by surety 
and casualty companies, for which 
Baltimore is a center, showed a consis- 
tent increase last year. This is a re- 
flection of the increased business activ- 
ity in the country as a whole. Losses, 
however, in the casualty end were heavy 
and profits of companies handling all 
lines, were, with some exceptions, not 
so satisfactory as usual. 

The New Amsterdam Casualty’s pre- 
mium income for 1923 was the highest 
in the history of the company, aggre- 
gating $8,803,000, an increase of $1,253,- 
0v0 over the preceding year. Net pre- 
tniums written by this company during 
the preceding three years compare as 


follows: 1922, $7,550,903; 1921, $6,732,- 
879, and 1920, $6,415,811. 
Premiums written by the United 


States Fidelity & Guaranty are estimated 
at record high levels, total over $30,090,- 
000, an increase of $3,440,038 over 1922. 
Comparative figures for the preceding 
three years were: 1922 $26,559,962; 1921, 
$26,310,413, and 1920, $25,060,274. 

The Maryland Casualty realized a 
total premium income of $23,296,507, 
iess reinsurance of $1,356,480, making net 
premiums of $21,940,026. This figure 
compares with total premiums for 1922 
of $21,269,041, less reinsurance of $1,114,- 
499, leaving net premiums of $20,154,542. 
There was an increase, therefore, in net 
premiums last year of $1,785,484, as com- 
pared with 1922. 

Similarly large gains in 1923 premium 
income are also reported by the Fidelity 
& Deposit. 


File Big Auto Damage Suits 


Alfred F. James, president of the 
Northwestern National Fire of Mil- 
waukee, together with his wife, have 


filed suits aggregating $78,000 for per- 
sonal injuries sustained by Mrs. James 
when the automobile in which they were 
driving was struck by a car occupied 
by Morris Weinstein of Chicago, the de- 
fendant. Mrs. James is suing for $50,000 
for her injuries, while her husband seeks 
$25,000 for the loss of her services, and 
$3,458 for hospital and other expenses. 

Mrs. Martina Frazier, wife of Alvin H. 
Frazier, agency manager of the Mil- 
waukee branch of the Bankers’ Life, has 
filed a personal injury suit for $50,000 
in circuit court against the Green Cab 
Co. of Milwaukee. The complaint al- 
leges that a taxicab owned by the de- 
fendant company hit the automobile in 
which the plaintiff was riding with her 
husband. Mrs. Frazier ‘< said to have 
been compelled to un2« 50 several opera- 
tions as a result of injuries sustained in 
the accident. 





acew Amsterdam Dividend 


BALTIMORE, MD., Jan. 15.—Directors 
ef the New Amsterdam Casualty have 
declared a quarterly dividend of 5% per- 
cent payable on Feb. 1 to stockholders of 
record Jan. 22. This places the stock on 
a 23 percent annual dividend, an increase 
of 1 percent above last year’s dividend 
payments. For many years past the 
company has increased its dividend rate 
each year. 


Federal Surety Appointments 


The Federal Surety has appointed 
Scannell & Burns as general agents for 
Detroit with headquarters in the Real 
Estate Exchange building. The D. E. 
Evans Company with offices in the Plain 
Dealer building has been appointed gen- 
eral agent for Cleveland and North- 
eastern Ohio. 


Fidelity Union Increases Capital 


DALLAS, TEX., Jan. 14.—The Fidelity 
Union Casualty of Dallas, has amended 
its charter, increasing the capital stock 
from $200,000 to $300,000. 





ALL VILLAGE INSURED 
COVER OBERAMMERGAU PLAY 


Aetna Life and Its Affiliated Companies 
Indemnify the Group While in 
This Country — 


HARTFORD, CONN., Jan, 14.—An 
entire village, together with thousands 
of unique art objects and 24 world- 
famous actor-artists—the Passion Play- 
ers of Oberammergau and the replica 
of their little Bavarian hamlet—has been 
placed under the protection of the Aetna 
Life and its affiliations, the Aetna Cas- 
ualty & Surety and the Automobile, dur- 
ing its tour of America. 

All of the insurance carried on the 
village; on the lives and health of the 
artists; on the valuable carvings, paint- 
ings, tapestries, and potteries that are 
fast finding their way into American 
churches, schools and homes; on the 
baggage, properties, equipment; and 
even the public liability insurance on 
the thousands of visitors to the exhibit, 
has been written in one of these com- 
panies. Much of it, in fact, was placed 
long before the miniature village and 
its inhabitants left the valley of the 
river Ammer, where stands the sacred 
theatre of the Passion Play. 


Life Insurance Provided 


The life insurance—both ordinary and 
group—includes policies on Anton Lang, 
the Christus of the Passion Play; An- 
dreas Lang, Sr., who plays the part of 
Peter; Guida Mayr, the Judas, and 21 
other Oberammergauers brought here 
by a committee of philanthropic Ameri- 
cans, It is expected that through the 
sale of their hand-work in the world’s 
richest market, the poverty-stricken ar- 
tists will in a measure repair the finan- 
cial disaster which overtook them in 
1922, when the fall of the German mark 
completely wiped out the receipts of 
the Passion Play. As a result of this 
failure, the salary of Anton Lang, after 
10 months’ work, was $3.41 in Ameri- 
can money at the prevailing rate of ex- 
change. 

Art Objects Insured 


The art objects insured by the Aetna 
affiliated companies include wood-carv- 
ings, paintings, tapestries, furniture, and 
potteries. These, with the little houses, 
each one a duplicate of the combination 
home and work-shop occupied by the 
artists in Oberammergau, are being 
shown in various American cities. The 
exhibit opened in New York, Dec, 15. 
From there it went to Cleveland. The 
itinerary also includes Chicago, Balti- 
more, Philadelphia and Boston. The 
exhibit will close in the latter city April 
19. 





Lucks Assistant Manager 


Charles W. Y. Lucks has been ap- 
pointed assistant manager in charge of 
agency development in the San Fran- 
cisco branch office of the Travelers. Mr. 
Lucks, who has been in charge of the 
life, accident and group insurance busi- 
ness in the company’s office in Oak- 
land, Cal., will devote his time to the 
territory outside of the city of San 
Francisco. The Oakland office of the 
company, which has heretofore been 
under the supervision of the San Fran- 
cisco office, will hereafter be a direct 
reporting branch. 


Ives Case Amicably Settled 


An amicable adjustment of the litiga- 
tion between the American Reinsurance 
of Pennsylvania and Ives & Baird, Henry 
W. Ives & Co. and Henry W. Ives, indi- 
vidually, has been reached out of court, 
each of the parties at interest having 
made clear his particular position to the 
others. As a result the American will 
again be represented for casualty re- 
insurance lines by Henry W. Ives & Co. 





The Central West Casualty of Detroit 
has joined the Bureau of Personal Acci- 
dent & Health Underwriters. 





NEW COVER DESCRIBED 





CONSUMERS’ LIABILITY FORM 





Vice-President S. B. Mason of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty 
Tells About Policy 


A recent issue of the “Public Liability 
Manual” gives the rates for “consumers 
liability” or “product public liability.” 
Until recently there had been no pub- 
licity given to this undertaking. Con- 
sumers liability, as is pointed out by 
Vice-President S. B. Mason of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty, re- 
fers to the consumption or use by the 
public of any product manufactured, han- 
dled or distributed by an assured, Where 
the consumption takes places on the 
premises such as food, which is sold and 
eaten in restaurants and hotels, the pub- 
lic liability policy is assumed to cover 
such claims. Where the products con- 
sumed are used by the public away from 
the premises where they are manufac- 
tured or sold, they are covered by this 
new form of insurance. The premium is 
generally based on the total annual re- 
ceipts of the article manufactured or 
sold, except what is known as the bot- 
tlers form of policy which applies to the 
manufacturers or bottlers of soft drinks. 
The rates for this form ‘are based on 
each 1,000 fillings. 


Profitable to Agents 


Mr. Mason says that his company will 
not write any liquor proposition as cov- 
erage of this kind would be a boon in- 
deed to bootleggers. Any article manu- 
factured that contains alcohol is re- 
stricted to 1% percent. Mr. Mason says 
that this is an unusual line. It-is some- 
thing new and should prove profitable to 
the agent as it leads to other lines. He 
says that the U. S. F. & G. requires em- 
ployer’s liability or compensation and 
public liability in connection with it. 
It is of special interest to baking con- 
cerns, confectionery manufacturers, tan- 
ners, bottlers, milk dealers, pharmaceut- 
ical goods manufacturers and even 
manufacturers of mechanical de- 
vices. The policy covers accidents which 
occur during the period mentioned and 
does not cover accidents which occur at 
some indefinite future date. The manu- 
facturer may have his products dis- 
tributed all over the country. Claims 
are likely to arise at distant points. Mr. 
Mason says that he knows ef a bread 
concern which had 27 notices of injury 
in one year, 





Maryland Casualty. Appointments 


Edward J. Bond, Jr., first vice-presi- 
dent of the Maryland Casualty, has 
been elected to the company’s board of 
directors to succeed Arthur W. Thomp- 
son of Pittsburgh, who resigned be- 
cause of his inability to attend meet- 
ings of the board. Austin J. Lilly was 
elected general counsel. Mr, Lilly has 
been in charge of the legal department 
of the company for some time. 





To Bond Non-Resident Autos 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., Jan. 15.—The di- 
vision of motor vehicles will in the fu- 
ture require a surety bond for all non- 
resident automobiles, equal to the market 
value of the car, before these cars can 
be registered and granted a 1924 license 
plate. This action is taken as a means 
of protecting automobile purchasers from 
fraud. The bond must be personal 
surety, signed by at least two men of 
known responsibility, or a surety bond 
guaranteed by a bonding or surety com- 
pany. 





Appointed General Agent 


SAVANNAH, GA., Jan, 16.—John D., 
Carswell Company of Savannah has been 
appointed general agent of the Independ- 
ence Indemnity of Philadelphia. The 
Carswell Agency is one of the leading 
casualty offices of the south. It has for 
many years enjoyed an enviable reputa- 
tion and controls a substantial amount of 
casualty and surety premiums, 
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Which Chart Do 
! a Use 


Nearly every agent has a chart, 
perhaps several. But if he has 
an Argus Chart, that’s the one 
he USES. 

The Argus Chart gives all the 
companies, big and little. There 
is more real use for a chart on 
the little companies than on the 
big ones. 

An agent “gets the habit.” He 
uses the chart that gives the in- 
formation he wants every time 
he looks into it. The Argus 
Chart does that. It gives the in- 
formation required in every-day 
work. 

The Argus Chart is a working 
tool. 


Ask for the Argus 


ARGUS CHARTS 


‘“‘Twice as Many Companies” 


Fire Casualty 


Published by 


The National Underwriter 
1362 Insurance Exchange 
Chicago 








20 Years 
Continuous Progress 


First nine menths of 1923: 


62.6% 


A Progressive, Medern Stock Com 
writing all forms of Health and ‘Acetdent 
Coverage—Commercial, Monthly, 
Group, Pay Rell, Specific Coverage, and 
St ’ grad a _ > ny 

tates. le jucers apply 
a hs agency connections. 





Inter-Ocean 
Casualty Company 


Cincinnati, Ohio 
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LINCOLN LIFE HAS BUSINESS 


Has Taken Over the Outstanding In- 
surance of the Federal Insurance 
Company of Lincoln, Neb. 


The Federal Insurance Company of 
Lincoln, Neb., has re-insured all of its 
outstanding business in the Lincoln Life 
of Lincoln, Neb. The Federal wrote 
accident and health only and most all of 
this on the term plan. 

Just a little over a year ago the Fed- 
eral re-insured all the Accident and 
Health business of the Union Accident 
& Life and United States Insurance 
Company, both of Lincoln. 

Dr. Ira E. Atkinson, president of the 
Federal, is retiring and will spend a big 
part of his time chasing little white 
balls with golf clubs. For the present 
at least the doctor will reside in Lincoln. 

Hugh F. Atkinson, formerly assistant 
secretary of the Federal, has gone with 
the Lincoln Life as claim adjuster in 
the accident department. 


Old American’s Meeting 


The Old American Insurance Associa- 
tion of Oklahoma City held its annual 
convention a few days ago. Special 
guests were F. E. Young, assistant insur- 
ance commissioner; Fred B. Owen, attor- 
ney, and Mrs. M. A. Sanders. Adding to 
the enjoyment of the occasion Mrs. 
Sanders most ably rendered several 
vocal solos. She was accompanied by 
Mrs. C. B. Burnham at the piano. 

At the directors meeting the old offi- 
cers were re-elected for the ensuing 
year. They are Wyatt S. Brown, presi- 
dent; Claude C. Leech, secretary; Creigh- 
ton B. Burnham, treasurer. 


Two Men Promoted 


W. G. Scherr, of the Detroit district 
of the National Life & Accident, has been 
promoted to the position of superintend- 
ent. 

J. C. Jakes has been elevated to a 
superintendency in the Chattanooga, 
Tenn., district. Mr. Jake won his promo- 
tion upon his merits as a_ successful 
agent. 


Mrs. Balby Again in Field 


Mrs. Dorothy Wenneby Balby, former 
top notch field agent for the Supreme 
Casualty of Milwaukee, and for the past 
several months employed continually in 
the home office, has again taken to the 
field. Mrs. Balby will devote her time 
to production of business in Milwaukee. 
Prior to her entrance into the home office 
force, Mrs. Balby ranked with the high- 
est producers of disability business in 
Wisconsin. 

J. J. Tague, president and general 
manager, also announces appointment of 
E. P. Johnson as district agent at Mont- 
fort, Wis., and Charles Hyneck as dis- 
trict agent at Manitowoc. Mr. Hyneck 
takes over the Kohlinger agency in 
Mantiwoc. 











GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 








Accident and Health, Burglary, Plate Glass, 
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NOW URGE WAITING PERIOD 


Connecticut General Plans to Push 
Health and Accident Cover with 
this Feature 


The Connecticut General Life is mak- 
ing an intensive campaign for the sale 
of a waiting period with health insur- 
ance policies, under the two new policy 
forms issued by the company as of Jan. 





1. By the introduction of this waiting 
period a material reduction in the cost of 
health insurance has been effected and 
the company believes that it will prove | 
attractive to prospects on a cost basis | 
as well as on basis of indemnity al, 
disability. One of the new forms pro- 
vides a reduced rate on the health pol- | 
icy which carries a waiting period of | 
15 days and the other carries the same | 
rate, but increases weekly indemnity 40 | 
percent. 

The company believes that the real ! 
purpose of health insurance is to protect | 
against the serious loss of time and 
money protracted illness causes and that 
it is economy all around for the public 
to carry its own insurance against short 
disabilities. This is the principle under- 
lying the latest form of disability pro- 
tection issued by the company in con- 
nection with its life insurance contracts. 





——— ie 
One of the new policies is issued to 
both men and women, It provides 


weekly indemnity while totally disableg 
and confined to the house and One-halr 
weekly indemnity while not confined, o. 
demnity beginning on the 15th day of 
disability and limited to 52 weeks. Oper. 
ation fees, according to the usual scheg. 
ule, are paid if disability lasts more than 
two weeks, and 50 percent additiona) 
weekly indemnity is paid during hospita} 
confinement not including the first ty, 
weeks of disability, with a limit of ” 
weeks. The premium for each $5 g 
weekly indemnity is $5 for men up to 
age 50, $7.50 for men over age 50, $7 for 
women up to age 50, $9.50 for Women 
over age 50. 

The other form is issued only to me, 
and provides weekly indemnity whi, 
totally disabled, regardless of house. 
confinement, income beginning on th, 
15th day of disability and limited to 52 
weeks. Operation fees, according to th, 
usual schedule, are paid if disability lagts 
more than two weeks, and 50 percent ad- 
ditional weekly indemnity is paid during 
hospital confinement not including th 
first two weeks of disability, with a limit 
of 2 weeks. The premium for each § 
of weekly indemnity is $6 for men under 
age 50 and $9.50 for men over age 50, 

3oth policies contain the usual ters. 
torial and war restrictions and cover 
only sickness contracted during the poj- 
icy term and for which the insured jg 
treated by a licensed physician. 


Kittle Made Field Supervisor 


Jack Kittle, formerly district superip. 
tendent of the Old Line Life at Lansing 
Mich., has been appointed field supervisor 
in the health and accident department at 
the home office in Milwaukee. 














WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
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SELF-INSURANCE IS ADVISED 


Virginia Commission Reports to Legis- 
lature Plan for Handling State’s 
Compensation Cover 


“RICHMOND, VA., Jan. 15.— That 
the state of Virginia should regard the 
employes of its various departments 
and institutions as a unit and carry its 
own workmen’s compensation liability 
was the recommendation of the com- 
mission on simplification and economy 
of state and local government in its report 
to the legislature this week. The simplest 
way to handle this problem, the report 
suggested, is to provide for the pay- 
ment from the general fund of the 
treasury of compensation claims based 
upon awards of the industrial commis- 
sion and warrants of the individual de- 
partments concerned, it being important 
to place responsibility upon the de- 
partment as well as upon the industrial 
commission, as the former will be in 
touch with the individual employe and 
will see that overpayments are not 
made. 

The commission cited figures show- 
ing that for the four-year period end- 
ing Feb. 28, 1923, certain departments 
carrying workmen’s compensation in- 
surance paid for this purpose $12,136 or 
a vearly average of $3,034. The acci- 
dent losses for the same departments: or 
institutions totaled $10,824 an annual 
average of $2,706. The commission es- 
timated that the state by insuring all 
departments as a unit and carrying the 
compensation risk itself could save be- 
tween 35 and 40 percent of the total 
annual premiums, compared with a 
policy of insuring all, or any consider- 
able part, of its employes under the 
workmen’s compensation act. 


Oklahoma to Probe Increase 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan. 15.— 
At the last meeting of the State Insur- 
ance Board, the question of increases on 
workmen’s compensation rates by com- 
panies writing this class of insurance in 
Oklahoma was brought up by Manager 
Mager Morley of the compensation bu- 
reau. The board voted to investigate the 
matter and authorized John T. Hamill, 
secretary, to accompany Mr. Morley on a 
trip of investigation to Chicago and New 














AGREE ON UNIFORM REPORT 


Stock and Mutual Companies Work Ox 
Plan With Kansas Industrial 
Court—Reciprocals Out 


TOPEKA, KANS., Jan. 15.—The 
stock and mutual companies writing 
compensation business in Kansas and 
the industrial court have worked outa 
standard form of accident reports for 
the use of the companies and the state. 
For some unknown reason none of the 
reciprocals operating in the state par- 
ticipated in the conference last week. 
All of the important stock and _ the 
largest mutual company operating in 
Kansas were represented at the con- 
ference with John C. Crawford, judge 
of the industrial court, in direct charge 
of the factory inspection . work of the 
court. The companies represented were 
the Travelers, F. H. O. Fredericks; In- 
tegrity Mutual Casualty, C. A. Bantleon; 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty, 0 
W. Julien; Aetna, E. B. Buchanan; Hart- 
ford, D. F. McMahon; Maryland Cas- 
ualty, R. S. Singer. Harry Sharp, sec- 
retary of the Associated Industries, 
represented the employers and E. F. 
Whitney of the Central Adjustment 
Company of Topeka appeared for the 
adjusting agencies. 

A complete standard form for act 
dent reports was worked out and when 
printed the state will advise the employ- 
ers simply to make duplicate copies 
the report, mail one to the insurance 
company and one to the state. The 
state requires reports on all industria 
accidents within 48 hours. 

The form agreed upon is the one a 
proved by the National Safety Cound, 
American Association for Labor Legis 
lation, the United States Commissioner 
of Labor and the International Associ 
tion of Industrial Accident Boards af 
Commissions. It is expected that the 
same general form will become uniform 
for all accident reports throughout the 
country and in this way standard 7 
formation will become available on # 
industrial accidents. 


Seek to Reduce Mine Accidents 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Jan. l6— 
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Miami lead and zine min- 


jng district in Oklahoma, H. C. -Myers, 
chairman of the Oklahoma Industrial 
Commission, addressed about 150 mine 


operators and employes, at a meeting re- 
cently. Mr. Myers inaugurated a drive for 
the prevention of accidents, and placed 
the responsibility upon each individual 
resent. The campaign is to be largely 
educational, and as a starter, the oper- 
ators offered a bonus of $25 to the fore- 
man of the department recording the 
jeast number of accidents at the close of 
each month. An additional prize was of- 
fered for any suggestion or device that 
proved in insuring or promoting the safety 
of.the miners and other employes. The 
Miami district is said to be the center 
of accidents in Oklahoma, a greater num- 
ber being reported from it than any other 
industrial portion of the state. A safety 
committee was appointed to handle de- 
tails of the campaign. 


ASKS PROBE OF STATE FUND 


Associated Industries of New York 
Petitions Governor Smith for In- 
vestigation 


BUFFALO, N. Y., Jan. 15.—The As- 
sociated Industries of New York, 
through its Buffalo office of which Mark 
A. Daly is secretary, has asked Gover- 
nor Smith to investigate the state de- 
partment of labor, particularly in regard 
to the administration of the workmen’s 
compensation law and an alleged in- 
crease to 30 percent which the expense 
ratio of the state fund is expected to 
show at the close of the present fiscal 
year. From Albany comes the report 
that those close to the governor predict 
that he will comply with the request. 

It is interesting in this connection to 
note that Governor Smith, in his last 
annual message, said that progress had 
been made under Commissioner Shien- 
tag toward restoring the efficiency of 
the labor department, and that particu- 
larly gratifying progress had been made 
in the administration of the workmen’s 
compensation law. 

Contrary to this, the Associated In- 
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Have you a place for a dependable, experienced 
and energetic casualty field man of several years’ 
experience? I seek a real opportunity with some 
good stock company or general agency. Address 
H-3, care The National Underwriter. 








“| Don’t Know” 


An Agent meets every sort of com- 
petition. He needs an Argus Chart in 
soliciting. ‘‘I don’t know’’ is a poor 
answer when he is asked about any 
kind of a company. HE IS EXPECT- 
ED TO KNOW—cr to be able to tell. 
He CAN tell about ANY kind of a 
company if he has an Argus Chart. 
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dustries, which is an organization made 
up of more than 2,600 New York state 
industrial firms, employing upward of 
500,000 persons, charges that injured 
workmen have been made to suffer be- 
cause of the delays in making awards, 
that compensation cases are now being 
closed less promptly than a year ago, 
that the extra appropriation of $150,000 
of last year has not eliminated delays 
in the making of decisions, that politics 
dominate the department to the detri- 
ment of employers, workmen and the 
public, that despite the increase from 
nine to 20 in the number of referees, 
workmen’s compensation cases are 
closed less promptly than in 1922, that 
the close of the present fiscal year will 
show a state fund expense ratio of 30 
percent, which is more than that al- 
lowed compensation insurance com- 
panies by the state legislature; that the 
industrial board has assumed unwar- 
ranted powers and exceeded its author- 
ity and that extravagancy and ineffi- 
ciency in department is building up a 
burden which the public should not be 
called upon to assume. 


Classed as Occupational Disease 


The Virginia industrial commission 
has decided that an infection on the arms 
of Mrs. Mary A. Roane, which is alleged 
to have developed from the handling of 
furs in a Richmond department store in 
which she was employed as saleslady, 
must be classed as an occupational dis- 
ease and not an accident. Mrs. Roane 
sought compensation on the ground that 





the infection came within the range of 
an accident, There being no provision 
in the Virginia act for compensation for 
occupational diseases, the commission 
was unable to award Mrs, Roane any- 
| thing to cover the period of disability. 
| In their testimony before the commis- 
sion, medical experts were practically 
agreed that the infection was the result 
of contact of Mrs. Roane’s arms with the 
furs. She has been incapacitated for 
work since last June. . 


Protest Proposed Iowa Changes 
DES MOINES, IA., Jan. 15—The largest 
lobby in the history of legislation in 
Iowa has been present the past week 
protesting against the changes proposed 


by the code commission in the work- 
men’s compensation act, passed some 13 
years ago. The special session of the 
legislature, called to revise the code of 
Iowa, finds itself confronted by com- 
plete changes in established and satis- 


factory laws in substitutes submitted by 
the commission. Labor organizations are 
very much in earnest in opposing the 
proposed changes and the same is true of 
manufacturing, railway and insurance 
interests. Industrial Commissioner A. B. 
Funk suggests several changes if the 
proposed revision obtains and former 
Senator Clarkson of Albia, the reputed 
author of the original act and at present 
attorney for the state organizaion of 
miners, proposes 130 changes or amend- 
ments to the commission bill. H. L. 
Adams, attorney for the railroads, sug- 
gests that the courts have interpreted 
every phase of the present law and it 
should not be tampered with, 
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WILL AWAIT THE EXPERIENCE 


Burglary Companies Will Not Make 
Any More Rate Changes Until 
Data Is Assembled 


NEW YORK, Jan. 16.—Instead of 
taking up the revision of forms and 
rates in robbery insurance as was 
planned, the governing committee of the 
burglary branch of the National Bur- 
eau of Casualty & Surety Underwriters 
at its conference, gave consideration to 
a number of communications from dif- 
ferent companies asking for interpreta- 
tions of various rules and regulations 
of the organization dealing with difficult 
divisions of the burglary business. 5 

Having settled rates and forms for 
open mercantile stock and residence 
lines, it is improbable that the govern- 
ing committee will recommend changes 
in other divisions pending the receipt 
and tabulation of the 1923 experience 
of the companies, brought down to 
Dec. 31 last. These figures, presum- 
ably will not be available for several 
months. Until they can be had the 
committee does not feel warranted in 
suggesting any modification of the ex- 
isting tariffs; holding that any rate re- 
vision, whether by way of increase or 
decrease, should be predicated upon the 
broadest possible experience both as to 
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‘volume and territory, and that only 
; through such proceedings can the Bur- 
eau justify its new figures to policy- 
holders and to the state insurance de- 
partments. 

The frequent and often ill-advised 
changes in rates and policy conditions 
that have taken place in the burglary 
business in the past served to keep 
agents and assureds in a constant state 
of irritation, and doubtless was a con- 
tributing cause to the failure of many 
local representatives to push the line 
with anything like the vigor displayed 
toward other branches of casualty in- 
surance. Company executives have 
recognized this condition and are deter- 
mined that henceforth no such ‘criti- 
cism shall properly be lodged against 
them. The constant effort will now be 
to stabilize every line. Hence changes 
in policies or rates will only be au- 
thorized when shown by broad expe- 
rience to be absolutely essential, 


Bank Hold-up “Prevented” 


A strange story of the means used by 
one small town bank in warding off a 
bank robbery comes from Mount Erie, IIL, 
a village in Wayne County, 90 miles 
southeast of St. Louis. The officials of 
the small bank in that village were called 
in by the village authorities one day for 
a conference, based upon the arrival in 
town of four strangers who repeatedly 
passed the bank in a Ford sedan. The 
strangers were suspected by the bankers 
and after the conference it was decided 
to close the bank entirely for a time. 
The institution remained closed for four 
days, in order that the strangers might 
disappear, which they did, leaving the 
machine in a ditch just outside the vil- 
lage. The automobile was found to bé a 
stolen car. The bankers, however, are 
fully satisfied in their minds that they 
saved themselves from a robbery by clos- 
ing the doors of the institution for four 
days while these suspicious strangers 
were in town. 


Casualty Notes 


Jones & Witlock of New York City has 
been appointed general agents of the 
Standard Accident for all casualty lines. 

Percy G. Cliff, connected with the Bos- 
ton general agency of the Globe Indemnity 
for several years, and one of the fore- 
most bond men and producers in his dis- 
trict, has resigned to become connected 
with R. S. Hoffman & Co., general agents 
of the Metropolitan Casualty. He will 
be made vice-president of the Hoffman 
agency and have charge of the bonding 
department. 
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CHANGE CUSTOM ON BID BOND 


Other States Are Investigating the New 
Plan Put Into Effect by Illinois 
Commission 


Since the state highway commission 
in Illinois inaugurated the new custom 
as to bid bonds, other states have been 
studying .the same situation. At the 
present time when a bid bond is re- 
turned to an unsuccessful bidder on 
road work the copy of the form letter 
is sent to the head office of the surety 
company issuing the bond. This was 
not done until a few weeks ago. 

Already some companies have been 
able in checking up on these bid bonds 
to discover that some of their agents 
and brokers had given away these 
bonds and no accounting had been 
made to headquarters. The bid bond 
situation has been becoming more and 
more demoralized in the various states. 


Tried to Curry Favor 


It started with cheap John brokers 
and agents attempting to curry favor 
with contractors offering them bid bonds 
for nothing. The custom is to rebate 
the premium on the bid bond if the con- 
tractor is successful in getting the job 
and the contract bond is written. High 
grade contractors were thus brought 
face to face with the fact that incompe- 
tent contractors had no difficulty in 
getting bid bonds and nothing was paid 
for them. 

The surety men who were giving 
away the bid bonds began offering their 
service to the high grade contractors. 
This forced some of the better surety 
companies into the practice of not charg- 
ing anything for bid bonds. The better 
class of contractors felt that the system 
is in every way a bad one. 

Keevers Drew the Fangs 


The subject was brought to a head 
in Illinois by Assistant Manager John 
P. Keevers of the Illinois state agency 
of the Fidelity & Deposit going before 
the state highway commission and 
showing the danger in the practice. 
This led to the state highway commis- 
sion revising its procedure so that a 
home office can be advised of every big 
bond issued and check up on its own 
brokers and agents. Mr. Keevers has 
called attention of Fidelity & Deposit 
general agents in a number of states 
to the revised practice in Illinois. It is 
understood that in Indiana the state 
highway commission has already fol- 
lowed in the wake of Illinois and made 
a similar revision. Other states un- 
doubtedly will do the same. 


Conlon Is Promoted 


Charles C. Conlon, who was formerly 
superintendent of the contract bond de- 
partment of the Globe Indemnity and for 
many years connected with the same 
department of the United States Fidelity 
& Guaranty, has been appointed manager 
of its contract department, succeeding 
W. O. Schilling, whe has become asso- 
ciated manager at the Chicago branch. 
W. A. Sehlhorst and Robert H. Sayre III 
will be superintendent of the eastern and 
western contract divisions respectively. 


Seek Adequate Bond 


Declaring that his bond was entirely 
inadequate, John Woller, clerk of crimi- 
nal courts at Milwaukee, has petitioned 


the common council to increase the 
amount of his bond from $10,000 to 
$25,000. In making the unusual request, 


Mr. Woller points out the the bond was 
set at $10,000 in the year 1859 when Mil- 
waukee was still in its infancy as a 
metropolis. Since that date the amount 
of business of the courts has been sev- 
eral times doubled, and the clerk today 
handles between two and three millions 
of dollars annually. Mr. Woller’s pe- 
tition comes as an aftermath to the e- 
cent agitation for mere adequate bonds 
for public officials in Milwaukee county, 
which followed the embezzlement of a 
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large amount of money by a former 


deputy county official. 


Kansas, Missouri Failures Heavy 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Jan. 14.—Bank fail- 
ures have been heavy in Kansas and 
Missouri during the past year, though the 
honor of reporting the most bank fail- 
ures for population went to Kansas, 
which reported 33 failures in 1923, five 
more than in Missouri. Missouri, how- 
ever, showed a notable increase over 1922, 
when there were but nineteen failures in 
that state. Missouri closed the year with 
several notable failures in the closing 
week, the greatest being: Chippewa Bank 
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of St. Louis, total resources $2,600,000; 
and Live Stock State Bank of Kansas 
City, resources $1,000,000. 


Contract Not Taken Over 


It was stated in a recent issue that the 
Standard Accident, which had the bond 
for the Ring-Hartman Company for the 
erection of the Baptist Temple at 
Charleston, W. Va., had been forced to 
take over the contract and proceed with 
the job. Vice-President Kennedy R. 
Owen, head of the surety department, 
states that the company has not taken 
over the contract, as the principals are 
proceeding satisfactorily with the work. 
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Founding of the John R. Bland Free 
Public Dispensary at the Union Memor- 
ial Hospital, Baltimore, a $40,000 unit 
of the institution, was announced last 
week. The dispensary is the gift of 
officers, directors, superintendents, man- 
agers, agents, employes and attorneys 
ot the United States Fidelity & Guar- 


anty, established almost 27 years ago 
by the late Mr, Bland, 
To perpetuate the memory of Mr. 


Bland, those associated with the com- 
pany chose this method and arranged 
for its announcement on the first anni- 
versary of his death. Contributions 
were received only from persons con- 
nected with the company. Subscrip- 
tions were spontaneous and numbered 
several thousand. They came from 
every state in the Union and from vir- 
tually every territory in the United 
States and Canada, 

The committee having charge of the 
memorial fund included Jesse B. Riggs, 
chairman; Sidney Hall, Samuel H. 
Shriver, Charles G. Whyte, Frank J. 
Macguire, Clarke J. Fitzpatrick and 
William E,. Moore, all associated with 
the United States F. & G. A memorial 
tablet will be placed in the dispensary. 
Mr. Riggs said it was only natural that 
the group of agents and managers of 
the company who gathered in Balti- 
more just after Mr. Bland’s death 
should have considered a fitting way to 
keep his name in perpetual memory. 

“Such a personality as his,” he said, 
“commanded universal love and esteem, 
and it was decided to perpetuate his 
memory, not in bronze or marble, but 
in the way which would have appealed 
most to his big heart—the alleviation of 
pain and suffering among the less ‘for- 
tunate.” 


T. M. Simmons, who has been ap- 
pointed assistant superintendent of 
agents of the Pan-American Life, and 
put in charge of the health and acci- 
dent department, is a son of Vice-Pres- 
ident and General Manager E. G. Sim- 
T. H. Simmons or “Ted” as he 


mons. ; ; 
is known to everybody in the Pan- 
American Life, is a young man who 


has come rapidly to the front. For the 
last vear he has been in charge of the 
company’s sales planning department 
which has put him in intimate touch 
with the Pan-American field organiza- 
tion. It was the very fine and intelli- 
gent work he did in helping the agents 
to secure leads for insurance that was 
at least partly responsible for Presi- 
dent Ellis of the company promoting 
him. Another son of Dr. Simmons, 
who was an official in the company, has 
become vice-president. of the American 
Service Bureau. opening an executive 
office at New Orleans. The two Sim- 
mons boys have much of the stock of 
the old man and are forging ahead in 
splendid shape. 


Austin J. Lilly has been appointed 
general counsel for the Maryland Cas- 


ualty. He was appainted attorney-in- 
charge, October, 1921, to fill the va- 
cancy caused by the resignation of 


Walter L. Clark, general counsel. 

Mr. Lillv entered the service of the 
Marvland Casualty in 1910, in the claim 
division. He was made manager of 
the Oklahoma City claim 





| eine, Wis. 
| first of the 


division in | 


until 1912, when he was made manager 
of the Charlotte claim division and gen- 
eral attorney for North Carolina, 

In 1914 he was made superintendent 
of the accident prevention division at 
the home office, and was transferred to 
the legal division in 1915. 

Mr. Lilly received his education at 
Calvert Hall College, Loyola College 
and the law department of the Univer- 
sity of Maryland. Before joining the 
Maryland Casualty Co., he was en- 
gaged in the practice of law and in 
newspaper and editorial work. 


Joseph R, Grundy of Bristol, Pa., last 
week announced his intention to retire 
from the presidency of the Pennsyl- 
vania Manufacturers’ Casualty, but will 
retain the presidency of the mother as- 
sociation, the Pennsylvania Manufac- 
turers’ Association, of which the casu- 
alty company is an offshoot. William 
H. Folwell, vice-president of the casu- 
alty company, is expected to succeed 
Mr. Grundy. 


E. C, Budlong, vice-president of the 
Federal Life, has now moved to Chicago 
from Des Moines. Mr. Budlong has 
been vice-president of the Bankers Ac- 
cident of Des Moines, the business of 
which has been merged with that of 
the Federal Life of Chicago. In the fu- 
ture Mr. Budlong will serve as _ vice- 
president and manager of the health and 
accident department of the Federal with 
headquarters at the home office in Chi- 
cago. Mr. Budlong is also president of 
the Health & Accident Underwriters 
conference. 

Edward J. Bond, Jr., first vice-presi- 
dent of the Maryland Casualty, has 
been elected a director in the place of 
Arthur W. Thompson, resigned. Mr. 
Bond went with the company 15 years 
ago and rose rapidly in his work till 
he became first vice-president in June 
1920, when F. Highland Burns, then 
vice-president, became president. His 
election to membership on the board of 
directors is in logical order and well- 
merited. 


L. W. Sigler, general agent of Clov- 
erleaf Life & Casualty Company and 


special agent for Continental Auto of 
Springfield. Ill, was married to Miss 
Blanche Miles, secretary of Wabash 


Valley Transit Comnany. They left on 
honeymoon trip to Philadelphia for ten 
days. 





Canadian Notes 


The Royal Indemnity has appointed 
the Mourer Insurance & Security Com- 
pany of South Bend, Ind., as general 
agent. 

Field & Cowles of Boston. New Eng- 
land managers of the Roval Indemnity 
and Eagle Indemnity, announce the ap- 
pointment of Frederick H. Smith as 
claim adjuster for Maine to fill the va- 
eancy caused by the advancement of 
Harry B. Allen to another branch. Mr. 
Smith has been with the Travelers for 
the past eight years. 

H. G. Maddock has announced that he 
will handle investigations and claim ad- 
justments in and about Kenosha and Ra- 
and Waukegan, JIL, after the 
year. James C. Holt, for- 
merly with the Chicago claim depart- 
ment of the Standard Accident, has 
joined him and will handle the work in 


the same year and held this position | the new territory. 
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Mutual Plate Glass, O.—Assets, $228,- 
504; unearned premiums, $96,089; reserve 
for claims, $8,221; reserve for taxes, $2,- 
121; reserve for commissions, $8,346; net 
surplus, $113,727. Business in 1923: 

Prems. Losses 


eee: Wee Cadancctcuied $198,173 $91,980 


United States Plate Glass, Pa.—<Assets, 
$208,236; unearned premiums, $33,426; 
reserve for claims, $1,200; capital, $100,- 
000; net surplus, $69,661. Business in 
1923: 

Losses 


$37,737 


Prems. 
ree ee re $70,465 


* * * 
Western Surety, S. D.—Assets, $525,488; 
unearned premiums, $64,373; reserve for 
claims, $34,050; reserve for liability and 


Plate glass 





work. comp. claims, $35,910; capital, 
$260,500; net surplus, $121,564. Business 
in 1923: 
Prems. Losses 
Auto Mabey 2. 6ceceses $ 1,506 $ 80 
Other HARUM .2.6esces 1,139 23 
Workmen’s comp. ...... 90,642 42,617 
WEEE 6050006 késsenuee 12,399 782 
ee errr 35,023 38,250 
Burglary and theft..... 277 249 
Auto prop. damage...... 696 15 
Auto collision ......... reo ‘ 
BOONE cas caavecavecda $142,846 $82,015 


Columbus Mutual Life, 0.—Assets, $5,- 
231,740; unearned premiums, $3,513; re- 
serve for claims, $2,298; capital, $500,000; 








net surplus, $380,045. Business in 1923: 

Prems. Losses 
POE: Sitentecdetieces weeeee $16,288 
BS 6: Scena enl ae shen ai ae = 12,827 
Accident and health.... $60,157 ...... 





Why Promptness Is 
Deemed Desirable 


HE Aetna Life and affiliated com- 
panies have issued a booklet en- 
titled “Why Insurance Premiums 
Should Be Paid Promptly.” Here are 
some of the extracts from this booklet: 

“The moment an insurance company 
agrees to insure you it must set aside 
a certain amount of reserve to guaran- 
tee the payment of the amount recorded 
in your favor. You expect the insur- 
ance company, when a policy is issued, 
immediately to protect you. Your in- 
surance company really carries sufficient 
liability in performing this service alone 
and should not be expected to assume 
a double liability in the extension of 
credit also. Insurance cannot be sold 
on trial—which is the result when pre- 
miums are not paid. 

_ “Reserves are not the only protection 
for which cash premiums are needed. 
Heavy financial deposits are required 
from insurance companies in all states 
where insurance business is transacted. 
Extremely large taxes are paid by in- 
surance companies—state, city and fed- 
eral. Sufficient cash on hand must also 
be in evidence to meet claims promptly. 

“The small amount of money taken 
from a locality by an insurance com- 
pany has been a surprise to many people. 
An investigation conducted by a com- 
mittee in Illinois developed that 95 cents 
out of every dollar collected for a fire 
insurance premium, for example, re- 
mained in the locality. Only five cents 
was taken by the insurance company for 
its home office uses, the rest of it be- 
ing paid back in losses, expenses, com- 
missions and other obligations. These 
amounts vary for various forms of in- 
surance, yet it is difficult to find any 
class where over 25 percent of the pre- 
mium collected is retained or taken out 
of the locality, and even this percentage, 
which is used for financial strengthen- 
ing purposes and equipment needs, is 
returned in a constructive way through 
investments made in American indus- 
tries. 

“These few rather brief facts are not 
submitted as mere propaganda — but 
rather in a friendly desire to quickly 
point out a few of the outstanding rea- 
sons why every policyholder should 
meet his insurance obligations with the 
utmost promptness.” 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 43) 


reason why the state should furnis, 
clothing at cost? 

States force parents to provide their 
children with necessary medical atten. 
tion. Is this a good reason Why the 
state should furnish doctors and megqj. 
cines at cost? 

States force families to bury their 
cead. Is this a good reason why th, 
state should furnish undertakers and 
burial places at cost? 

States force parents to feed their help. 
less children. Is this a good reason why 
the state should run the provision stores 
of the country—or the farms, or th, 
flour mills? 


Perhaps you agree that the State 
should operate provision stores, drug 
stores, clothing stores, undertaking 


establishments, cemeteries, farms, floyr 
mills, building material establishments 
grain elevators, insurance companies, ete 
Even so, does not your sense of fair play 
prevent you from going still further and 
agreeing that the state should drive oy 
all those now engaged in any one of 
these businesses and absolutely prohibit 
anyone other than the state from here. 
after engaging in any of these bygj. 
nesses? 

What would you say if the legislature 
should pass a law putting Indiana into 
the grocery business and actually pro. 
hibiting any individual, firm or private 
corporation from carrying on the grog. 
ery business? 


Means Government Monopoly 


You object to individualistic monopoly: 
then please do not vote for governmental 
monopoly. What is the matter with “4 
fair field and no favor; an equal oppor. 
tunity for all?” 

Please bear in mind that the cry for 
state compensation insurance does not 
come from those who pay the insurance 
premiums, the employers. 

Insurance is necessary to the material 
well being of not only our entire trad 
and commerce, but of our every day life 
and the insurance agent has made jf 
what it is. Without the agent to intro 
duce, foster and extend it, insurance 
could never have attained its presen 
commanding place in the affairs of man 
kind. And it would be wholly and ab 
solutely impossible to maintain insur 
ance in all its present ramifications with 
out the agent. 

State fund insurance in our country 
has made a little hole in the dyke—thal 
great dyke which for long years has 
protected American individualism. If we 
permit that hole to grow larger it will 
in time, perhaps within a very short time 
grow large enough to let through sufi- 
cient water to inundate all private enter 
prise; for if a flood tide breaks through 
our government will conduct all busines 
—none will escape, 


CAPITAL TO BE INCREASED 


Stockholders of the Federal Surety of 
Davenport Vote to Make That 
Item $2,000,000 


DAVENPORT, IOWA, Jan. li- 
The stockholders of the Federal Surety 
here today in their annual meeting voted 
to increase the capital to $2,000,000. The 
company’s income for the past yeat 
was over $1,000,000 with $2,500.00 0 
losses. 

The company will enter Illinois, Ar 
kansas and Missouri and_ will opet 
branch offices in St. Louis, Kansas City 
and Chicago. All the directors and 0 
ficers were re-elected. The same ofi- 
cers were elected for the Central Fed- 
eral Fire. W. L. Pettibone was elected 
assistant secretary and _ underwriting 
manager of the fire company. 





Casualty Notes 

Calvin -S. Elliott, general agent fot 
the Travelers at Buffalo, celebrated his 
30th anniversary with the company last 
week by holding an agency banquet # 
the Hotel Statler, three home office re? 
resentatives being present. Mr. Elliott 
has been with the Travelers 30 yeath 
having been in Buffalo for 27 years. 

Louis Lombardi of Los Angeles has been 
appointed assistant manager there for tt 
American Surety. Mr. Lombardi, who 
was formerly connected with the Los An- 
geles law firm of Lawler & Degnan Sve 
ceeds Pierce J. Deasy, who resigned 2 
take over the management of the suretl 
branch ofthe Maryland Casualty fort 





R. A. Rowan & Co. agency. 
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LEWIS NAMED VICE-PRESIDENT 


advanced at Annual Meeting of Detroit 
Fidelity & Surety—Company Re- 
ports Splendid Year 





William J. Lewis was chosen vice- 
resident in charge of underwriting at 
he annual business meeting of the De- 
woit Fidelity & Surety Company held 
\onday, immediately tollowing the an- 
wal meeting of | stockholders. Mr. 
Lewis has been with the company for 
the past five months, and was formerly 
xith the Standard Accident and the 
Globe Indemnity ; 

Other officers elected are as follows: 
tomer H. McKee, president; Sheridan 
¢ Master, vice-president and general 
ounsel; O. H. Beyer, vice-president in 
sarge of agencies; Frank M. Wake- 
man, secretary and treasurer; Ralph J. 
Daly, auditor. # 
The stockholders expressed gratifica- 
ion with the substantial increase in the 
ompany’s business, and tendered a vote 
{ appreciation and thanks. The in- 
yease in gross premiums during the 
ost year was 110 percent and in net 
remiums, 122 per cent. The gross pre- 
niums written were $803,374.07, net 
remiums $649,239.30. Net paid losses 
vere $60,000 representing a ratio of 9.4 
ercent to the net premium rate. 


Inter-Ocean Casualty Meeting 


The annual meeting of the managers 
ind general agents of the Inter-Ocean 
‘asualty will be held at Cincinnati, Jan. 
9.93, About 50 executives and rep- 
sentatives will be present to consider 
, special program which has been ar- 
anged by President J. W. Scherr. On 
the evening of the 23rd, a banquet is 
to be held at which J. S. Spencer of 
Point Pleasant, W. Va.. chairman of 
the board of directors, will act as toast- 
master. 


Changes in Detroit Office 


DETROIT, MICH., Jan. 16.—Changes of 
nterest in the Detroit office of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty have 
taken place. Edwin K. Sisk, formerly 
superintendent of the claim department 
has been promoted, becoming assistant 
manager to William H. McBryan. Ken- 
nth §. Teeple has been promoted from 
awsistant superintendent to superintend- 
ntin charge of all claims. Mr. Sisk has 
had wide experience in insurance work 
having been with the United States Fi- 
idity & Guaranty for a great many 
years, 


New Boston General Agency 


BOSTON, MASS. Jan. 14.—Announce- 
ment is made today of the formation of 
inew general agency in Boston, which 
as secured its charter from the state 
ath L, W. Kingman Company, Ine. 
Leland W. Kingman, secretary of the 
Brokers Association of Massachusett's, 
| » president and general manager; 
Rudolph F. Whiteleg, a West Point and 
achusetts Institute of Technology 
gvaduate, will be vice-president and 
‘gineer. Harry A. Stevens, for some 
years president of the Brokers Associa- 
ton of Massachusetts, will be the treas- 
wer. Elmer H. Richardson will be sec- 
tary and engineer. The agenty will 
lave its own claim department. It has 
fttred the representation of the Inde- 
bndence Indemnity of Philadelphia for 
astern Massachusetts, for casualty and 
‘wety business, and has other casualty 
ad fire companies which it will an- 
hounce later. 







Plate Glass Exchange Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Plate Glass 
‘asurance Exchange of New York will 
‘held at 80 Maiden Lane, Jan. 24, at 
‘im. New officers will be elected and 


Mer business will be brought before 
4€ Meeting. 


Rice to Have U. S. National 
Edward E. Rice of Boston will rep- 
“tt the United States National Life & 
ceident in that ci y, the company hav- 
& been admitted to Massachusetts. 
James T. Kenna, a member of th« 
rd of directors of the Standard Acci- 
ut and active in the financial manage- 
“ent of that company, died at his home 
Detroit, Mich., last’ week 





YUM 


HAD FINE FIRST YEAR RECORD 


New York Indemnity Writes $3,195,920 
Premiums in First Full Year of 
General Writing 


NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The New 


plete year in writing all casualty lines 
with a premium income of $3,195,920. 
The organization work of the New 
York Indemnity has been rapidly con- 
summated, the company having only 


of last year. It closed the year with 
700 agents in 42 states. This company, 


Surety, was organized in February 1922, 
but wrote only plate glass and burg- 
lary during the first year. It was li- 
censed to write all lines of casualty 
business in March of 1923. Its 1923 
premiums are as follows on the various 
classes of insurance: 


Accident and health.. $ 54.011 


Automobile liability |. 2.252!/5:"966'518 
Other classes of liability... 348,810 


Workmen's compensation 
Plate glass 





7'97 
, M octowanbannse Chee ee 604,350 
Auto property damage and col- 

DE cc6eeUns Ohbek bd oe ews ean 3f 


soiler, flywheel and other classes 





Since the first of the year contracts 
with nine southern railroads, protecting 
workers on those roads, have been signed 


ber of railroads which cooperate with the 
Provident for the protection of their 
workers up to 66 in number, making the 
total mileage of such roads well over 
25,000. The Provident is carrying over 

Effectinto the New Year all of the 
impetus it obtained in 1923 when it en- 
joyed a 50 percent increase in premium 
income. The older departments of the 
company are reporting splendid prog- 
ress while the life department has set 
a goal of nearly three times last year’s 
production. 
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| ist STREET ano BROADWAY | 

| A masterpiece of modern hotel |} 
| creation. Most converient, yet 
quiet. A revelation in hospitality 
| and service, offering many innova- 
tions including Servidors, taxis, etc. 
Unique Congo Room—Medieval 
Grilleand Blue Room Restaurants. 


New York’s 
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York Indemnity closed its first com- | 


one agent in the country on March 1 | 


which is a running mate of the National 


Provident Increases Railroad Business 


by the Provident Life & Accident of | 
Chattanooga. This brings the total num- 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER CASUALTY 


51 





W. E. SMALL, President E. P. AMERINE, Secretary 


Surplus and Reserves as to Policyholders, $2,054,516.67 





Georgia Casualty Company 


M G AUTOMOBILE 
PLATE GLASS 
oe BURGLARY 
LIABILITY 
° PROPERTY DAMAGE 
An American Company  WoRKMEN’S 
COMPENSATION 








The American Credit-Indemnity Co. 
of NEW YORK 
CREDIT INSURANCE ONLY 
J.-F. McFADDEN, President 


The American’s Policy not only provides absolute protection against abnormal loss on 
all outstanding covered accounts, but serves to prevent losses. 








If you are a manufacturer or jobber, write for the full particulars of this service. 

511 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 104 Fifth Ave., New York 
OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 

R. J, LYDDANE, Manager 1045 Illinois Merchants Bank Bldg., Chicago 








Re-Insurance DEE A. STOKER 


Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 
Catastrophe Hazard 111 W. Jackson Blvd. CHICAGO 


Blanket Auto Excess Fire Covers in American Companies 








Business-Builders 


Developing 


fidelity and Surety Bonds, Automobile. 
Elevator and General Liability, Accident. 
Health, Burglary and Plate Glass Insurance 


Appreciate the co-operation of the 


Massachusetts Bonding 
& Insurance Company 


BOSTON roi FALVEY. President 
Paid-in Capital $1,500,000 “rire for Verritore 








Chas. L. Nicholson, President Harry R. Wood, Secretary 


THE INTER-STATE SURETY COMPANY 


REDFIELD, SOUTH DAKOTA 
WE ISSUE 


DEPOSITORY, FIDELITY BONDS JUDICIAL, OFFICIAL and 
WAREHOUSE MISCELLANEOUS 


PLATE GLASS and BANK BURGLARY INSURANCE 








Got enough accident and health insurance? Wanttosell more? A tip—read The Casualty Review, an illus 
trated monthly magazine for accident and insurance salesmen. Fullo’ pep! Fullofideas. Send ten cents 
for sample copy or $2.00 for a year’s subscription to The Casualty Review, 1362 Insurance Exchange, Chicago. 


























| A Progressive Surety and Casualty Company 
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CASUALTY 


HONOR FOUR OFFICIALS | LINVILLE IS PRESIDENT | BULKLEY CHOSEN HEAD 


NATIONAL SURETY’S BANQUET | HEADS NEW YORK INDEMNITY | 


Officers of 
Company Honored at Celebration 
at Home Office 


Long Service of Senior 


"NEW. YORK, Jan. 16—No one can 
deny that the 200 jolly good fellows from 
the personnel of the National Surety 
who assembled at the New Yorl Ath 
letic Club Tuesday evening were sin- 
cere in the expressions of loyalty to the 
four senior officers of the company, tor 
whom the banquet was given as a testl- 
monial. Department heads from the 
home office, branch managers from lead 
ing offices and special agents were on 


hand from many sections of the Unjted 
States. peg e foreign lands were rep- 
resented | L. Banigan of Mexico City 
and W. H ’ Ronsaville of Montreal, C 
Those honored by the gathering were 
Chairmat Wilham Bb. lo ce, who has 
completed 20 years as president and 





chairman of the company and who has 
bee connected with it for 33 years; 
Vice-chairman Joel Rathbone, who has 
ipleted 26 years as an executi f 
the company; President E. A. St. ty 
who has been an executive at the home 
office for eight years se wl 10 was presi- 
dent of Joyce & Co., in Chicago tor the 
previous eight years, and General Coun- 
sel W. J. Griffin, who has completed 
27 years of service in that capacity. 
John L. Mee Presides 
John L. Mee, superintende nt of agents 
ind chairman of the banquet committee, 
1 Charles H. oa of Chi- 
cago president <" Joyce & Co., who 
introduced E. M. Treat, manager of the 
credit insurance vere H. F. Lof 
eren, comptroller; E. M. Linville, presi- 
dent of the New York Indemnity Co., 


and Joseph M. Magee, manager of the 
claim department, who presented to 
the four officers respectively the profes- 





sions of loyalty on the part of the home 
office stafé and field forces. In each 
case resolutions bound in leather with 
the recipients’ initials in raised gold 
were presented as a permanent testi- 
monial. The resolutions, using some 
what the language of the surety bohd, 
stated that the signers were held and 
firmly bound in loyalty to the senior 
officers of the company. 

The affair was an immense success 
throughout. C. H. Burras as _ toast- 
master executed his task with his usual 
brilliancy. Charles C. Dunn led the 


— in which the banqueters joined 

vith a remarkable unity and enthusiasm. 
E. A. Collins, advertising manager, was 
on the job to see that everything went 
During the Mr. 


off smneothiy. dinner, 

Tovce announced that at a directors’ 
meeting held that day E. M. Linville 
was elected president of the New York 


Indemnity. 


Give Company History 
A good deal of the history of the 
company was recited. When Mr. Joyce 


and Mr. Griffin took hold of a more or 
less moribund corporation in 1904 the 
assets of the company were $1,600,000, 
with a premium income of $800,000. 


The surplus was about $169,000 and in 





the neighborhood of $2,000,000 in claims 
were outstanding against the company. 
From this almost hopeless situation 
these men and Mr. Rathbone, who 
joined them soon hfter, have built up 
the National Surety to its present size 
as the largest surety company in the 
world. with $16,500,000 net premiums in 
1923 and $34,000,000 of assets 
New Nebraska Mutual 
The Business Men’s Protective Associa- 
tion of Lincoln, Neb., an assessment 
company. will write health and accident 
on the mutual assessment plan. The in- 
corporators are O, F. Moreland, D. R 


Proudfit, R. W. Scott, W. J 
Ww McCorkle, Charles A. C 
Jerner, J. H. Morgan, A. D. Borgelt. 


Hunter, E 


rist, O. E. 


THE NATIONAL 


| 
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Vice-President and General Manager of 


Company Takes Chief Executive 











Post 

NEW YORK, Jan. 16.—E. M. Lin 

ille, formerly vice-preside and 
eral manager of the New Indem- 

ity vas elected preside the com- 
pan it its annual meet vesterday 
succeeding in th latter oft I A. St. 
John, o becomes vice-chairman \ll 
other otncers Were reelected, while 
Arthur P. Maher was appointed finan 
cial secretary [. Davidson Brown was 
added t o the directorate 

Credit Due to Linville 

Mr elevation to the pres 
dency inticipated and hence 

hile to the fraternity occa- 
sioned no sur] He assumed the 
general management of the corporation 
when it started, bringing to the posi 
| tion a ripened experience, the result of 


which was attested in the efficient man 


n 
1 
I 


} ner in which he developed the busines 
|} of the corporation in the first vear of 
| its existence The New York Inden 
| nity secured from a well selected agency 
| plant a premium income in excess ot 
| $3,000,000, a record that will probabl 
be considerably surpassed in 1924 
| 











VIEWS OF THE CENTRAL 
WEST COMMISSIONERS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24) 
Oklahoma Insurance Board 





States Its Position 

John T. Hamill, secretary of the 
Oklahoma Insurance Board, says 

“The State nsurance board - 
homa been advised that an 
has been agreed upon between 
ion and Bureau companies in 1 
troversy in regard to separation. It 
seems to be the proper time for the 
board to state its I sition so that in- 
surance agents and the insuring public 
may be fully appraised as to its atti- 
tude on this question. The board has 
been frequently requested promulgate a 
ruling to prevent separation, but it has 
refrained to do so, because it has felt 
that it is outside the province of the 
board to interfere to any great extent 
with the contentions of these organiza 
tions 

“There is, however, one phase of the 
controversy that the board must take | 
cognizance of, the question of agents 
commissions. The board has been in- 
formed that the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau proposes a rher scale of com-| 
missions to agents than has heretofore 
prevailed. We are not advised that 
there has been any demand on the part 


reas¢ d 
offered for the sole 


ng agents to place cer- 


of agents for th 
sions, and they are 


purpose of tem] ti 





com 1is- 


tain preferred classes in the Bureau 
companies. 
Acquisition Costs 

Already Too High 

‘Acquisition costs are already too| 
high, and it is the duty of the com- 
panies to reduce them wherever possible. 
The public pavs these costs, and has} 
a vital interest in limiting them. There 
does not apnear to be any worthy ex- | 





ation for increasing them. 
anxious to 


cuse or 


If the 


justific 


memes companies are 


secure a larger volume of certain classes, | 


reduce the rates on these 
benefit will then go to the 


let them 
classe >. ss he 


insurance paying public, where it be- 
longs. 

“Tt is the purpose of the state lséer~) 
ance board to order a substantial re- 


duction of rates on these special classes 
if it is indicated by any insurance com 
pany admitted to do business in this 
state that it is in a position to pay more 
than the usual commissions for the pur- 


pose of securing business.” 


| 
| 


UNDERWRITER 


OF SPRINGFIELD F. & M. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) 
prises in Springfield and in the Spring- 
field territory. 


Various Committee Memberships 


Mr. Bulkley has served on a number 
of the territorial committees of Eastern 
Union, and is at the present time chair- 

















1 Baltimore committee. He is 
a of the conference committee 
o1 alytical system in New Eng- 
land. F. Dean, who it will be re- 
called retired a few years ago as west- 
ern manager of the Springfield, is the 
autl the Dean schedule, which a 
short time ago was brought to New 
England. It was felt to be very fit- 
ting to appoint Mr. Bulkley on the com- 
mittee to loc +r the ipplication of 
the new sched in New England. Mr 
5 is member of eastern actu- 
mittee of the Eastern Union, 
a member of the special com- 
f five of that orgal ization. In 
he is a member of the stand- 
ig committee on a lines of the 
Laste Union, and a member of the 
executive committee of the National 
hoard of Fire Underwriters. 
Talks at Het Springs 
In Octobe 1922, ane ptoigaer 4 made 
t address a Hot springs , Ark., be- 
tor the annual convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Association of In- 
surance . speaking on “The 
\inie 1 cy System and its re- 
lation to present day problems.” His 


talk at that time made an 
on local agents everywhere. 


impression 
Mr. Bulk- 
ey is a seasoned field man, having trav- 
Pennsylvania 
ith all phases of 





feld. He is familiar 














the business, and had a valuable 
training with the Springfield. 
Modest and Approachable | 
Pers lly, he is modest —_ ap 
proachable. He is the father of four 
sons, one of whom is at the present time 
S] ial agent of the Niagara in New 
ork State Mr. Bulkley is well known 
to the agency force of the Springfield, 
and his selection as the head of the 
company will unquestionably prove a 


most popular one, 
Cruttenden’s Experience 
Walter B. Cruttenden, Mr. Bulkley’s 
successor is a graduate of Yale and was, 
er graduation admitted to the 
served the company in 


t 


shortly a 


bar. He 


has 





both office and field, and for some time 
has been assistant secretary. He is 
one of the largest men physically in 
the employ of the company at the home 


5 feet 4 inches in height. 

racticing law in New Haven 

or two and a half vears he entered the 
tional of Hartford, 





employ of the Na 


workir t the home office and in the 
western New England field until June, 
1912, when he became special agent with 
the same territory for the Springfield 








ARCHITECTS SLOW UP | 
CONTRACT BOND SALES | 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 43) 


While they are the supervising 
| themselves, and no surety bond has been 
written, they know that they can handle 
the job just about as they please so long 


doing 


as they do not frequently violate a 
terms of the original contract. Ever 

one who has done any building during 
the last three years knows that the 
original estimate is never adhered to, 
that there are always extras, and that 
sometimes a very large amount of 


money in excess of the original contract 
| has to be spent by the owner before the 
job is completed.” 

Another surety underwriter expressed 
this opinion “Most architects have their 
favorite contractors with whom they 
have been doing business for many 
years. When a client brings a piece of 
work to him they recommend one of 
these, and if the owner agrees to use 


| tion that 


| of surety 





January 17, 192; 
* “ 


—= 


will they 
not Neces. 


the contractor, the architect 
declare that a surety bond is 
sary, that he done business 
the contractor for a great n Smith 
that the contractor is 
sponsible, and that as a 1 
a surety bond with the cont 
merely mean an 


has 






unnecess: 





€xpens 
Against Company 


oe 
Selection 





_“On the other hand if the builde 

sists upon the use of a contractor at 4 
whom the architect is unfamiliar, te 
architect will in almost all casec of the 


kind strongly nd th 








ly recomme Durchac 
ot a surety bond, for the reason that 
himself is not certain of just how ¢# 
contractor 1s going to carry through i 
part of the work. Thus there ist - 
lection against the surety c Mpany ; 
the part of architects. Contract bon 
are recommended by architects oon. 
ally speaking, only in cases when 





architect is 


uncertain of the 
and fears t 


‘ contr; 
hat he may fall 


WN on th 











job. | Architects in urging builders + 
eliminate the expense of c ntract b nd 
do. so with the thought that they i 
gaining favor with their clients .3 
usually accompany the suggestion wit 
the argument that this money whic 
| might ordinarily be used may be es 
into the building itself, : " 
Work Together 

“Most architects have contract 

with whom they have been w 





Working 
ween then 
id justment: 


hand glove for years. Bet 
they can always "make 
with an owner if something 
with a That is the of anz 
rangement that they like. They dein 
want, if they can help it, to be pin 


goes wre 





° 4 
Job. sort 











down to the rigid terms of 
bond. Architects very freque 
in the files, copies of the 
statements of their favoriate con 
and if the owner seems to question th 
financial stability of the « ntractor | 
ing considered the arch itect will exhit 
the financial statement and express th 
idea that from a financial standpoin 
there would not possibly be any a 
tion about the contractor. This ofte: 
impresses the owner and clinches defr 
itely the argument of the architect” 
Have Used Limited Form 
Still another surety underwriter fx 
that there is something in the cx iter 





architects ang contractors ha 
reason to be dissatisfied with the treat. 
ment they have sown at the hané 
companies. He explained 
contractors are offered two 
contract bonds by the surety cx 
one of which is a limited form. 
past many surety 
sisted upon agents pushing the lir 
form, which while it affords every sa 
guard to the surety companies froma 
underwriting standpoint, is, in most is 
stances, decidedly unsatisfactory to th 
owner if a loss occurs. It is much lk 
a limited health and accident 


Mortgage 


This official points 
surety companies 
great deal of contract business recent! 
where buildings are financed by larg 
——— bond houses. He states 
with projects of this kind surety sales 
men have found it extremely difficult t 











In th 


underwriters have in 












poucy, 


Bankers Won’t Buy 
out 


also that th 
have 


bee n 








thy 





bond house itself is not interested, t 
place contract bonds. The mortgage 
cause in reality it is simply using ® 








bond purchasers money. It is necess 
for surety sale — n to get to the ownet 
direct where buildings are being ™ 
anced in this manner, because the bot 
mortgage bankers are rarely if ever® 
terested. In Chicago, where practical 
all of the large real estate provects # 
financed by mortgage bond bankers 0 
general agency has found it possiblet 

round up considerable business by # 
proaching the assured direct and poit! 
ing out the necessity and importance ¢ 

a contract bond. 








prominent local age 


R,. H. Bradley, na 
and prominent in 


at Superior, Wis., 





polities, has announced that he will & 
a candidate in the mavoralty race in rt 
perior this spring. Mr. ane we 
member of the state legislature in 19) 
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NOTARY PUBLIC 


Fire, Plate Glass, Accident, 


MURRAY & MILLER 


REAL ESTATE INSURANCE MORTGAGES 
24th Street and Broadway 


(Broadway Station) 


FLUSHING, N. Y. 


Burglary, Liability 
Tornado and 


REALTORS Automobile Ioaurance 


Phone: Flushing 2697 





June 29, 1923 , \ 
HIS letter was not 


written for publication. 
It was taken from the 
files of the Advertising 
Department of the Hart- 
ford Fire Insurance Com- 
pany, and is reproduced 
through the courtesy of 
Murray & Miller. 










Hartford Fire Insurance Company, 
Hartford, Connecticut. 








Attention: 





Advertising Department. 





Gentlemen: 

























It will interest you to know that we used the 
"Collection letter" shown on page 286 of the "Hart- 
ford Agent” for June, and it certainly brought 
"amazing results". 

We know all the Hartford Agents will thank you 
and Mr. Roswell Phillips for your courtesy in bring- 
ing this letter before them. 
Thanking you, we sre 






Yours very trily, 
MURRAY & MILLER 


N THE above letter this Hartford Agency refers to an article entitled “A 
Collection Letter That Brought Amazing Results”. This appeared in 
“The Hartford Agent”—the publication that is issued monthly to agents 

of the Hartford Fire Insurance Company, the Hartford Accident and Indem- 
nity Company and the Hartford Live Stock Insurance Company. 


The Hartford is constantly striving to offer practical assistance to its represen- 
tatives in the field and this letter is evidence of the success of one form of 
Hartford cooperation. 





A Seal of Certainty 


x«” Hartford Fire Insurance Company 


Insurance Policy 


Hartford, Connecticut 
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Inevitable, 
but Unnecessary 


These are strange words to use in 
speaking of the accidents of 1924—acci- 
dents that have not yet occurred—but 
any one can see how accurate they are. 


It is to be hoped that the year will bring 
no such overwhelming catastrophe as the great 
Japanese earthquake, but nothing is more cer- 
tain than that there will be thousands upon 
thousands of minor accidents. Nothing is more 
certain, also, than that most of these, when 
examined separately, will be found to have been 
quite unnecessary. 

For example, it used to be no uncommon 
thing for defective scaffolding to cost an aver- 


age of one life for each floor in the erection of 
large buildings. It now has been shown that 
this loss of life can entirely be prevented by 
taking simple precautions; in fact, there 
never yet has been a fatal scaffolding 
accident where these precautions have 
been used. Had such precautions been taken 
earlier many of the victims would now be alive. 


It will be generations, perhaps centuries, 
before people are ready to abolish unnecessary 
casualties, but in the meantime, the extraor- 
dinary growth of our business proves how rap- 
idly the American public is learning to guard 
itself against financial losses resulting from 
such causes. 


Independence Insurance Covers 


Accident and Health 
Fidelity and Surety 
Automobile and Other Liability 
Workmen’s Compensation 
Burglary, Glass, Boiler 


HEAD OFFICE: PHILADELPHIA 
CHARLES H. HOLLAND, President 


This Company Maintains HUMAN RELATIONS 
with its Agents, Brokers and Policyholders 











